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VIEW IN LYNN,

From Forest Place — the grounds of J. C. StickyeY, Esq. forming the foreground.

1864. Sketched by J. Sheldon.
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PREFACE.

Avonzo Lews, the accomplished historian of Lynn, died on
the twenty-first day of January, 1861. A fow years before his
death he proposed publishing a new edition of his work, which
appeared in 1844, comprised in a volume of 278 pages. But
unforeseen obstacles occurred, and his design was never accom-
plished. The few papers left by him came into the possession
of the individual whose name is associated with his in the title-
page of this volume; but they proved of scarcely any value,
consisting as they did of loose notes, mostly in pencil, mixed
with surveying calculations, poetic effusions, and all sorts of
memoranda; and a large portion were incapable of being deci-
phered. I was, therefore, compelled to lay almost every parti-
cle aside, and simply take his former edition, and add to it
such matters of interest as were derived from my own ori-
ginal investigations. It is probable that he intended to pre-
pare his work as it passed through the press, merely taking
care to keep just a-head of the printer; though it is barely
possible that some prepared pages may have been destroyed
by the fire which occurred at the cottage after his decease.

I have not felt at liberty to alter the text of Mr. Lewis —
excepting, of course, to here and there correct an obvious error,
like an error of the press, or mere slip in transcribing — or in
any way make him responsible for matter not his own; and
hence have indicated by brackets all the material additions and
corrections that I have made.

(iii)



iv PREFACE.

It is quite impossible to avoid an occasional error in a work
of this kind. In the multitude of dates, names, and detached
facts, where there are no connections and associations to
prompt the mind, the most lively watchfulness will not be
rewarded with entire success. Errors of the press aré particu-
larly liable to occur in works where figures are freely used;
because in fonts of type the figures are all of one siZe, while
the letters vary in their proportions, and the printer, who
readily distinguishes a wrong letter by the mere sense of feel-
ing is at fault with that sense, when his fingers seize a figure.
The closing lines of Mather’s Magnalia are so apt, that the
temptation to introduce them here is irresistible: ¢ Reader,
Carthagena was of the mind that unto those three things which
the ancients held impossible, there should be added this fourth:
to find a book printed without erratas. It seems the hands of
Briareus and the eyes of Argus will not prevent them.” And
elsewhere he says: “The holy Bible itself, in some of its edi-
tions, hath been affronted with scandalous errors of the press-
work; and one of them so printed those words, Psalms, 119,
161: ¢ Printers have persecuted me,’ &c.” It is, however, be-
lieved, with some confidence, that this volume will be found as
free from errors as a work of the kind can well be made.

Tt seemed necessary to bring along the histories of Lynp and
her municipal progeny — Lynnfield, Saugus, Swampscot, and
Nahant—in a united form,b’as much confusion would ensue
from an attempt to separate what was so blended; the tables
at the close of the volume, embrace all that it appeared requisite
to give in separate form.

T have followed Mr Lewis’s plan, when giving quotations
from old records, of presenting them with all their vagaries of
orthography and syntax. Many have been puzzled to find a
reason for the diversity of spelling indulged in by the old
worthies; they often seeming to have used every effort to
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give a word in as many shapes as possible. But I have come
to the conclusion that they were either curiously experimenting
with the language, or considered the style ornamental.

It may be observed that I have not been so prodigal of titles
as is common with some. But this should not be attributed
to a disposition to detract from the dignity of any one; for
the fact is that “Esq.” and “Hon.” have now come to be so
profusely, improperly, and even ridiculously applied, that they
have ceased to become any thing like safe testlmoma.ls of rank
or worth. And it is quite refreshing to see a name without
meretricious adornment. It must be a weak name that cannot
stand without a crutch; and all titles of dignity, when worn
by those whose lives do not become them, are debasing rather
than ennobling, impressing all well-ordered minds with a sense
of irony. But these remarks may be unnecessary, as it is hardly
probable that the omission of titles would be noticed by any,
excepting, perhaps, a few who might feel themselves wronged
by the omission. Anciently there was more discrimination in
the use of titles, if there was not less love of them. Mister or
Master was a title of dignity, awarded to magistrates, ministers,
doctors; and generally to those who had taken the freeman’s
oath; and on some occasions individuals were deprived of it,
by special law, as a punishment. Goodman was the prefix of
those who had not attained to any dignity, nor had taken the
freeman’s oath. Military titles were highly prized; and as
exposure to perils might be necessary for their legitimate
attainment the baptismal font was sometimes resorted to for
the bestowal; and it will be by no means a matter-of wonder
if “Honorables” are presently made in the same way. Conceit
and ambition have done a great many worse things. There
was a delicate. custom that prevailed to some extent even
down to the present century, which deserves mentioning — the
custom of giving to all respectable women who had attained

A%



vi PREFACE,

middle life — those who had never been wedded as well as those
who had — the prefix of Mrs. or Mistress. This, however, is not
so convenient, in some respects, as our custom, and has occa-
sioned errors among genealogists who did not keep it in mind.

In designating a particular century, I have adopted, in place
of the old form, a mode of expression that seems more readily
to fix the right time in the mind. Instead, for instance, of calling
the century beginning with 1600, the seventeenth, and that
beginning with 1700, the eighteenth, the first is designated as
century 1600, and the latter as ceﬁtury 1700. This seems in
accordance with the mode of expression usual in similar cases.

It may not be inappropriate to mention that the types for
every page of this volume were set by my own hands. There
are divers things necessary to the decent appearance of any
work, about which the author has, ordinarily, no occasion to
trouble himself ; but when he is compelled to assume the burden
his labors are greatly increased. The exactness required in
everything touching the mechanical department of book making
is a source of care and perplexity. And then, in a critical point
of view, the late fantastical innovations in the spelling, com-
pounding, and capitalizing of words, and the punctuating of
sentences, demand constant attention, if any thing like uniform-
ity would be preserved. But it may be unwise to volunteer dis-
closures that show responsibility. A local work, like this, must
always be put through the press in the most economical way,
or pecuniary loss is sure to ensue; and the present is issued
not without apprehension on the point. But here it is, with its
imperfections on its head. It was prepared during hours filched
from the duties of an exacting profession, and sometimes from
needed rest. Yet the labor was pleasant. And if the reader
derives as much enjoyment from the perusal as the writer did
from the preparation, and he escapes absolute pecuniary loss, he
is ready to declare himself abundantly satisfied. J.R.N.



ORDER OF THIS HISTORY.:

CHAPTER 1., BEGINNING ON PAGE 9:
Embraces Introductory Remarks — Notices of the Early
Voyages and Discoveries in and about our territory — An
account of the Indians found here, with brief Biograph-
ical Sketches of some of the more prominent —Topograph-
ical and general Descriptions, with notices of Natural
History and Phenomena — Facts concerning the Business
Enterprises and Employments of the Settlers, and their
Religious Character, Manners, and peculiar Customs.

CHAPTER 1I,, BEGINNING ON Pacm 111:
Carries forward our History, year by year, in the form of
Annals, giving all important events under the appropriate
dates, from the time of the first settlement, in 1629, to the
year 1865 —interspersed with brief notices of prominent
individuals, and other matters deemed pertinent.

CHAPTER III. BrciNNING ON PaGE 479:
Contains Biographical Sketches of various Natives of
Lynn who from position, endowments or acts seemed enti-
tled to some special notice.

CHAPTER 1V., BecINNING ON PagE 575:
Embraces various Tables — Lists of Public Officers, Names
of Early Settlers, Religious Societies and Ministers, News-
papers and Editors, etc.— together with Statistical Sum-
maries.

CHAPTER V., BeemnNing oN Pace 590:
Containg brief Concluding Remarks, alluding especially to

(vii)
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the progress of Lynn during the last twenty years—
and closing with acknowledgments for the friendly assist-
ance received during the progress of the work.
THE INDEX, BrcixniNg oN Pace 593:

Contains all the Surnames in the book, alphabetically ar-
ranged in connection with the subjects. Names are so nat-
urally connected in the mind with events that it is thought
the arrangement will prove highly useful. A full index is
to a work of this kind of the first importance. Indeed a
good index is a valuable addition to any work. And the
object of the threat of Lord Campbell to introduce a bill
into the British Parliament making it penal to issue a book
without an index, should be better appreciated by book
makers than seems generally to be the case.

ILLUSTRATIONS.

Of the Illustrations in this volume little need be said, as for
the most part they explain themselves. But of the two Views
at the commencement, it may be remarked that in the one taken
from'the base of Sadler’s Rock, every church steeple in Lynn
but three, to wit, the Union street Methodist, the Second Uni-
versalist, and the South Street Methodist, is shown. On the
extreme left, appears High Rock, with its Observatory; and
then come the steeples in this order: Second Baptist, First
Universalist, Chesnut Street Congregational, Central Congrega-
tional, Boston Street Methodist, First Methodist, Roman Cath-
olic, First Baptist, First Congregational; which brings us to
the extreme right of the picture. In the View from Forest
Place, proceeding from left to right, we have the First Congre-
gational, Second Universalist, Boston Street Me;thodist, South
Street Methodist. And thus the two pictures give every stee-
ple in town exceping the Union Street Methodist.



HISTORY OF LYNN,

CHAPTER 1.

General Remarks, page 9— Early Voyages and Discoveries, 25 —Nahant,
Grant of, to Capt. Gorges, 30 — The Indians, 32— Indian Deed of Lynn,
49— Topography and Phenomena, 56— Shoes and Shoemaking, 86 —
Ancient Ferry ; Roads; Iron Works, 93— Peculiar Customs and Doings in
Religious Matters, 100.

GENERAL REMARKS.

WaEN the collection of the facts composing this work was
commenced, very little was known of the early history of Lynn,
It had not even been ascertained in what year the town was
settled -— the records for the first sixty-two years were wholly
wanting —and the names of the early settlers were unknown.
It has been said that the Town Records were burnt, about the
year 1690 ; but that they were in existence long after that peri-
od, is evident from an order respecting them, on the seventh
of March, 1715, when the inhabitants voted that— “ Whereas,
some of the old Town Records are much shattered, therefore,
so much shall be transcribed out of one or more of them, into
another book ag the selectmen shall think best . . . . and the
selectmen having perused two of the old Town Books, and
find that the second book is most shattered, and that the oldest
book may be kept fare to reed severall years, think it best and
order, that soe much shall be transcribed.” A few pages were
thus copied, and the books were afterward destroyed or lost.

[In 1686, Oliver Purchis was elected Town Clerk. And
probably he kept the records in a careless manner, as subse-
quently this passage appears: “ At a Town Meeting held in
Lyn, May 16th, 1704, the town being informed that there was

)
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considerable concerns of the town lay in loose papers that was
acted when Capt. Purchis was Town Clark — therefore Voated,
that the present selectmen, with Capt. Theo. Burrill, should be
a committee to sort all them papers and such of them as they
thought fit the Towne Clark to record in y° Towne Booke.’
The papers were accordingly sorted and some recorded. But
though among the rejected ones there were doubtless many con-
taining matters that would be highly interesting to the people
of this day, yet it is hardly probable that anything of real
value escaped.

[The sly censure on Mr. Purchis involved in the vote,
should, however, be a warning to all -delinquent clerks. And
had some who preceded him been a little more sharply looked
after it is not likely that we should be so destitute of what
we now mourn for as lost. Of late years our records have
been kept in a very perfect manner, and it is earnestly to
be hoped that the example they furnish may at no time in the
future be disregarded.

[It is well to bear in mind, however, that divers matters
which are now donsidered entirely within the jurisdiction of
the towns themselves, were anciently taken cognizance of by
the General and Quarterly Courts. Town records were hence
deemed of comparatively small importance, and often kept with
little care; far too little, when it is considered what mischief
might arise, for instance, from uncertainty respecting land allot-
ments. But the living witnesses were then at hand, and the
necessities of the great future could not be anticipated. Yet it
is not believed that Lynn has greatly suffered from the loss of
her early records. Richard Sadler was our first. Clerk of the
Writs, acting also, it is presumed, in the capacity of Town
Clerk. And he was probably a man of education, as he after-
ward became a minister in England. No vestige of his jottings
are now known to exist. But should every scrap of his old
book — if, indeed, his records ever assumed a shape worthy of
so dignified a name— come to light, it is hardly probable that
it would compensate for a perusal excepting in the way of
curiosity ; for it appears almost certain that a knowledge of all

the doings of real importance has come down to us through
other channels.
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[Where Mr. Lewis, a few lines hence, speaks of having discov-
ered a copy of three pages of the town records of 1638, he no
doubt refers to those containing the land allotments. He found
the copy among the records at Salem. Now this fact shows
that the old authorities realized the importance of perpetuating
evidence concerning' the division, and hence had the pages
recorded where the record would be most secure; if, indeed,
the law did not then require that all transactions concerning
real estate should appear in the county archives. And does
not this support the view just taken concerning the value of
the lost records? The great utility of a proper record of births,
marriages and deaths, was in former times seldom kept in view.
Our town books all along bear melancholy evidence of this.
And even now, it is hard to make some people realize how
important a record concerning even the most humble individual
may become somewhere in the future. Very few come into the
world, concerning whom it is not of consequence to preserve
some exact knowledge, however lowly may be the estimation
in which their own modesty induces them to hold themselves.]

In my researches I found several volumes of old records of
births, marriages and deaths, commencing in 1675, in a very
ruinous condition, and caused them to be bound and furnished
with an index. The earliest record of the proceedings of the
town, now in existence, commences in the year 1691; and the
earliest parish record, in 1722.

I have examined every attainable source of information, to
supply the deficiencies of the lost records. I have discovered
numerous ancient manuseripts; and among them a copy of three
pages of the old Town Records for 1638, and several in subse-
quent years, which providentially happened to be the pages
most wanted. I have also found a journal, kept daily for forty-
four years by Mr. Zaccheus Collins; and another, for twenty
years, by Mr. Richard Pratt; in which they appear to have
noticed everything remarkable during those long periods, and
from which I have extracted many interesting particulars. I
have transcribed from the records of state and county, as well
as from those of town and parish; and from numerous files of
unpublished papers. Indeed I have spared neither labor nor
expense to make this history complete. Not only have nume-
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rous volumes concerning early discoveries and settlements in
America been consulted, but the manuscript records of towns
and parishes in Great Britain and other European nations have
been explored.

It would have been quite as easy, in most instances, to have
conveyed the ideas in my own words; but as I was delighted
with the quaintness and simplicity of the original language, I
thought that perhaps others might be equally pleased. More-
over, I like to hear people tell their own stories. Some histori-
ans have strangely distorted facts by changing the language so
as to fit their own fancies or conform to their own prejudices.

The records and files of our state government furnish much
information respecting our early history; but as they existed
when I began my researches, a vast amount of patience was
requisite to obtain it. Those papers were then tied up in hun-
dreds of small bundles and many of them bore the impress of
the mob. by whom they were trampled, in 1765. At my sug-
gestion they have been arranged in volumes and furnished with
an index; so that future historians will be spared much labor
to which I was subjected. The papers in other public offices,
and particularly those of the Hssex Court, at Salem, merit a
similar attention. [It would be more exact, perhaps, to speak
of the papers as the records of the Colonial Courts, as there
were three distinct jurisdictions within the present county of
Essex, to wit, the Salem, the Ipswich, and the Norfolk County
Court jurisdi&tions, each with different magistrates and clerks.]
People yet have too little veneration for their ancestors, and
too little love for their country, or it would have been done
long ago. The Massachusetts Historical Society, at Boston,
merit unbounded gratitude, for the care with which they have
preserved rare historical books and valuable manuscripts. [And
the local historian of Essex County has cause for gratitude to
the Essex Institute, at.Salem, for their exertions in rescuing
many things of interest and importance that were fast sweeping
down the tide to oblivion.]

I have given the names of more than three hundred of the
early settlers, with short sketches of the lives of many. [And
to these, in the present edition, a large number have been
added.] I have also collected the names of many Indians and
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their sagamores, the fragments of whose history have become
so interesting. This is the first attempt, in any town, to collect
the names all the early settlers, with those of the Indians who
were contemporary with them. I trust that no person who is
‘an inhabitant of Lynn, or interested in the details of antiquity,
will think that I have been too particular. A proper attention
to dates and minuteness of circumstance, constitutes the charm
of history. And the actions and manners of men can never
cease to be interesting.

[These initiatory remarks of Mr. Lewis have been considered
by some as giving altogether too deep a coloring to the igno-
rance that prevailed regarding our fathers, before he undertook
his work, and as unduly magnifying his own labors. -But it is
eminently true that the public in general were very deficient
in anything like exact knowledge of our history. And it is
astonishing how much of that ignorance still exists. Multitudes
who profess great interest in the study of the past, rest satis-
fied with knowledge in a most crude and loose form, and find
themselves quite incompetent to impart anything like accurate
information to the inquirer. The local historian is perhaps
most constantly baffled in pursuing family connections; for it
is not uncommon to find respectable people who do not know
the names of their grandfathers. This will scarcely be believed;
but any one may relieve himself of doubt by experimenting
among his neighbors. Those who have had experience like
that of Mr. Lewis can well comprehend the moving cause of
his expressions. And any of us would be better employed in
studying than in criticising his pages. There are, even in this
introductory chapter, exquisitely beautiful passages enough to
impart grace to an entire volume.]

There is something so natural in inquiring into the history
of those who have lived before us, and particularly of those
with whom we have any connection, either by the ties of rela-
tion or place, that it is surprising .any one should be found by
whom the subject is regarded with indifference. In a govern-
ment like ours, where every man is required to take part in the
management of public affairs; an acquaintance with the past is
indispensable to an intelligent discharge of his duties. The

knowledge of history was considered so important by the Mon-
B
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arch Bard of Israel, that he commenced a song of praise for its
enjoyment. And the relation in which we are placed cannot
render it less important and interesting to us. To trace the
settlement and progress of our native town—to read the his-
tory of the play-place of our early hours, and which has been
the scene of our maturer joys—to follow the steps of our
fathers through the course of centuries, and mark the gradation
of improvement — to learn who ard what they were from whom
we are descended —and still further, to be informed of the
people who were here before them, and who are now vanished
like a dream of childhood —and all these in their connection
with the history of the world and of man— must certainly be
objects of peculiar interest to every inquisitive mind. And
though, in the pursuit of these objects, we meet with much that
calls forth the tear of sympathy and the expression of regret,
we yet derive a high degree of pleasure from being enabled to
sit with our fathers in the shade of the oaks and pines of ¢ olden
time,” and hear them relate the stories of days which have gone
by. One of the most useful faculties of the mind is the mem-
ory; and history enables us to treasure up the memories of
those who have lived before us. What would not any curious
mind give to have a complete knowledge of the Indian race?
And what a painful want should we suffer, were the history of
our fathers a blank, and we could know no more of them than
of the aborigines? Our existence might indeed be regarded as
incomplete, if we could not command the record of past time,
as well as enjoy the present, and hope for the happiness of the
future. Reality must ever possess a stronger power over the
minds of reasonable épd reflecting men, than imagination ; and
though fiction frequently asserts, and sometimes acquires the
ascendancy, it is generally when she appears dressed in the
habiliments of probability and historical truth.

Among the pleasures of the mind, there are few which afford
more unalloyed gratification than that which arises from the
remembrance of the loved and familiar objects of home, com-
-bined with the memory of the innocent delights of our child-
hood. This is one of the few pleasures of which the heart
cannot be deprived— which the darkest shades of misfortune
serve to bring out into fuller relief—and which the uninter-
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rupted passage of the current of time tends only to polish and
to brighten. When wearied with the tumult of the world, and
sick of the anxieties and sorrows of life, the thoughts may
return with delight to the pleasures of childhood, and banquet
unsated on the recollections of youth, ‘Who does not remem-
ber the companions of his early years—and the mother who
watched over his dangers—and the father who counselled
him—and the teacher who instructed him-—and the sister
whose sweet voice reproved his wildness? Who does not re-
member the tree under which he played —and the house in
which he lived —and even the moonbeam that slept.upon his
bed? Who has not returned, in sunlight and in sleep, to the
scenes of hig earliest and purest joys; and to the green and
humble mounds where his sorrows have gone forth over the
loved and the lost who were dear to his soul? And who does
not love to indulge these remembrances, though they bring
swelling tides to his heart and tears to his eyes? And whose
ideas are so limited that he does not extend his thoughts to the
days and the dwellings of his ancestors; until he seems to
become a portion of the mountain and the stream, and to pro-
long his existence through the centuries which are past? O,
the love of home! it was implanted in the breast of man as a
germ of hope, that should grow up into a fragrant flower, to
win his heart from the ambitions and the vanities of his life,
and woo him back to the innocent delights of his morning
hours. Sweet Spirit of Home! thou guardian angel of the
good; thou earliest, kindest, latest, friend of man! how nume-
rous are thy votaries, how many are the hearts that bow before
thy sway! What tears of sorrow hast thou dried; what tears
of recollection, of anticipation, of enjoyment, hast thou caused
to flow? To all bosoms thou art grateful; to all climes conge-
nial. No heart that is innocent but has a temple for thee; no
mind, however depraved, but acknowledges the power which
presides,over thy shrine !

The advancement of the American colonies has been unpar-
alleled in the annals of the world. Two hundred years have
scarcely circled their luminous flight over this now cultivated
region, since the most populous towns of New England were a
wilderness. No sound was heard in the morning but the voice
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of the Indian, and the notes of the wild birds, as they woke
their early hymn to their Creator; and at evening, no praise
went up to heaven, but the desolate howl of the wolf, and the
sweet but mournful song of the whip-poor-will. The wild powah
of the savage sometimes broke into the silence of nature, like
the wailing for the dead ; but the prayer of the Christian was
never heard to-ascend from the melancholy waste. The moune
tains that lifted their sunpy tops above the clouds, and the
rivers, which for thousands of miles rolled their murmuring
waters through the deserts, were unbeheld by an eye which
.could perceive the true majesty of God, or a heart that could
frame language to his praise. At length the emigrants from
England arrived, and the western shore of the Atlantic began
to hear the more cheerful voices of civilization and refinement.
Pleasant villages were seen in the midst of the wide wilderness;
and houses for the worship of God, and schools for the instruc-
tion of children arose, where the wild beast had his lair. The
men of those days were compelled to endure privations, and to
overcome difficulties, which exist to us only on the page of his-
tory. In passing through the forest, if they turned from the
bear, it was to meet the wolf; and if they fled from the wolf, it
was to encounter the deadly spring of the insidious catamount.
At some periods, the planter could not travel from one settle-
ment to another, without the dread of being shot by the silent
arrow of the unseen Indian; nor could his children pursue their
sports in the shady woods, or gather berries in the green pas-
tures, without danger of treading on the coiled rattlesnake or
being carried away by the remorseless.enemy.. The little ham-
lets, and the lonely dwellings, which rose, at long intervals, over
the plains and among the forests, were frequently alarmed by
the howl of the wolf and the yell of the savage; and often were
their thresholds drenched in.the blood of the beautiful and the
innocent. The dangers of those days have passed away, with
the men who sustained them, and we enjoy the fruit, of their
industry and peril. They have toiled, and fought, and bled for
our repose. Scarcely a spot of New England can be found,
which has not been fertilized by the sweat or the blood of our
ancestors. How greatful should we be to that good Being who
has bestowed on us the reward of their enterprise !
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Historians and poets have written much in commendation of
the fathers of New England; but what shall be said in praise
of those brave, noble, and virtuous women, the mothers of New
England, who left their homes, and friends, and every thing
that was naturally dear to them, in a country where every lux-
ury was at command, to brave the perils of a voyage of three
thousand miles over a stormy ocean, and the privations of an
approaching winter, in a country inhabited by savages and wild
beasts ?- If we are under obligation to our fathers, for their
exertions, we are also indebted to our mothers for their virtues.

The day on which the May Flower landed her passengers on
the Rock of Plymouth, was a fatal one for the aborigines of
America. From that day, the towns of New England began to
spring up among their wigwams, and along their hunting-
grounds; and though sickness, and want, and the tomahawk,
made frequent and fearful incursions on the little bands of the
planters, yet their numbers continued to increase, till they have
become a great and powerful community. It is indeed a pleas-
ing and interesting employment, to trace the progress of the
primitive colonies — for. each town was in itself a little colony,
a miniature republic, and the history of one is almost the his-
tory of all—to behold them contending with the storms and
inclemencies of an unfriendly climate, and with the repeated
depredations of a hostile and uncivilized people, till we find
them emerging into a state of political prosperity, unsu\‘rpas‘sed
by any nation upon earth. But it is painful to reﬂéct, that in
the accomplishment of this great purpose, the nations of the
wilderness, who constituted a separate race, have been nearly
destroyed. At more than one period, the white people seem to
have been in danger of extermination by the warlike and exas-
perated Indians; but in a few years, the independent Sassacus,
and the noble Mlantommo, and the princely Pometacom, saw
their once populous and powerful nations gradually wasting
away and disappearing. In vain did they sharpen their toma-
hawks, and point their arrows anew for the breasts of the white
men. In vain did the valiant Wampanoag despatch his trusty
warriors two hundred miles across the forest, to invite the Ta~
ratines to lend their-aid in exterminating the English. The
days of their prosperity had passed away. The time had come

B* 2
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when a great people were to be driven from the place of their
nativity — when the lopg line of sachems, who had ruled over
the wilderness for unknown ages, was to be broken, and their
fires extmgulshed Darkness, like that which precedes the
light of morning, fell over them; and the sunrise of refinement
has dawned upon another people. The pestilence had destroyed
thousands of the bravest of their warriors, and left the remain-
der feeble and disheartened. Feuds and dissensions prevailed
among the tribes; and 'though they made frequent depredations
upon the defenseless settlements, and burnt many dwellings,
and destroyed many lives, yet the immigrants soon became the
ascendants in number and in power;.and the feeble remnant
of the red men, wearied and exhausted by unsuccessful conflicts,
relinquished the long possession of their native soil, and retired
into the pathless forests of the west.

Much has been written to free the white people from the
charge of aggression, and much to extenuate the implacability
of the Indians. We should be cautious in censuring the con-
duct of men through whose energies we have received many
of our dearest privileges. And they who condemn the first
settlers of New England as destitute of all true principle, err
as much as they who laud their conduct with indiscriminate
applause. Passionate opinion and violent action were the gen-
eral faults of their time. And when they saw that one principle
was overstrained in its effect, they scarcely thought themselves
safe until they had vacillated to the opposite extreme. Regard-
ing themsélves, like the Israelites, as a peculiar people, they
imagined that they had a right to destroy the red men as hea-
then. The arms which at first they took up with the idea that
they were requisite for self-defense, were soon employed in a
war of extermination. And the generous mind is grieved to
think, that instead of endeavoring to conciliate the Indians by
kindness, they should have deemed it expedient to determine
their destruction.

The Indians had undoubtedly good cause to be jealous of the
arrival of another people, and in some instances to consider
themselves injured by theif encroachments. Their tribes had
inhabited the wilderness for ages, and the country was their
home. Here were the scenes of their youthful sports, and here
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were the graves of their fathers. Here they had lived and
loved, here they had warred and sung, and grown old with the
hills and rocks. Here they had pursued the deer —mot those
“formed of clouds,” like the poetical creations of Ossian— but
the red, beautiful, fleet-footed creatures of the wilderness. Over
the glad waters that encircle Nahant, they had bounded in their
birch canoes; and in the streams and along the sandy shore,
they had spread their nets to gather the treasures of the deep.
Their daughters did not adjust their locks before pierglasses,
nor copy beautiful stanzas into gilt albums; but they saw their
graceful forms reflected in the clear waters, and their poetry
was written in living characters on the green hills, and the sil-
ver beach, and the black rocks of Nahant. Their brave sachems
wore not the glittering epaulets of modern warfare, nor did
the. eagle banner of white men wave in their ranks; but the
untamed eagle of the woods soared over their heads, and be-
neath their feet was the soil of freemen, which had never been
sullied by the foot of a slave.

The red men were indeed cruel and implacable in their re-
venge ; and if history be true, so have white men been in all
ages. I know of no cruelty practised by Indians, which white
men have not even exceeded in their refinements of torture.
The delineation of Indian barbarities presents awful pictures
of blood; but it should be remembered that those cruelties were
committed at a time when the murder of six or eight hundred
of the red people, sleeping around their own fires, in the silent
repose of night, was deemed a meritorious service. In resist-
ing to the last, they fought for their country, for freedom, for
life —they contended for the safety and happiness of their
wives and children; for all that brave and high-minded men can
hold dear. But they were subdued; and the few who were not
either killed or made prisoners, sought refuge in the darker
recesses of their native woods. The ocean, in which they had
so often bathed, and the streams which had- yielded their boun-
tiful supplies of fish, were abandoned in silent grief; and the
free and fearless Indian, who once wandered in all the pride
of unsubdued nature, over our fields and among our forests,
was driven from his home, and compelled to look with regret to
the shores of the sea, and the pleasant abodes of his youth.
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A few, indeed, continued for some years to linger around the
shores of their ancient habitations; but they were like the
spirits whom the Bard of Morven has described, “sighing in
the wind around the dwellings of -their former greatness.”
They are gone. And over the greater part of New England
the voice of the Indian is heard no more. We listen in silent
regret to the last faint echo of their reluctant steps in their
sorrowful journey over the prairies of the west. We see their
long and faint shadows cast by the setting sun, as they thread
the defiles of the Rocky Mountains in their despairing march
toward the far-off Pacific. A few years, and they may have
plunged into that ocean from which there is no return, and the
dweller of a future age may wonder what manner of men they
were of. That they were originally a noble race,’is shown by
the grandeur of their language, and by their mellifluous and
highly poetical names of places—the yet proud appellations
of many of our mountains, lakes, and rivers. It would have
been gratifying to the lover of nature, if all the Indian names of
places had been preserved, for they all had a meaning, applicable
to scenery or event. ¢ Change not barbarous names,” said the
Persian sage, “for they are given of God, and have inexpressi-
ble efficacy.” The names of Saugus, Swampscot, and Nahant
remain; and may they continue to remain, the imperishable
memorials of a race which has long since passed away.

[The thought here expressed, in relation to the language of
the Indians, is one that seems to have delighted other writers
as well as Mr. Lewis. But is it not rather fanciful than deep,
considering that words themselves are arbitrary and valueless
excepting in their external relations? Any people with know-
ledge as limited as that of the Indians would necessarily use a
simple language and one that would be most directly illustrated
by familiar objects and events. The language of the red men
abounded in illustrations from nature, and hence to the lover
of nature possessed many charms, suggesting, it may be, to
the mind of the cultivated hearer poetical ideas, when none
existed in the mind of him who used it. Our more extended
knowledge supplies a language of greater scope, one that con-
tains all the simplicity and poetry of theirs with the additions that
flow from science, art, history, and numerous other sources not
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open to them, and hence may not be suggestive of poetical
ideas alone, but ideas in all other shapes recognized by, the
cultivated mind. How much has been heard of the picturesque
manner in which the Indians were accustomed to.indicate mul-
titudes, by comparing them to the stars of heaven, the sands on
the shore, the léaves on the trees, and so forth. But in these
comparisons there was to them no poetical idea involved. Be-
ing ignorant of arithmetic, actually unable to count, they were
compelled to resort to some such mode of expression, where
the white man would have expressed himself in exact terms.
Again, for example, the Indians called a certain island in Boston
harbor, The Twins, but the white people called it Spectacle
Island. In one case the name was drawn from a semblance in
pature; in the other, from a semblance in art. Both are apt
enough, and about equally poetical. Yet the Indian name has
been lauded as expressive and picturesque far above the other.]

In contemplating the destruction of a great people, the reflect-
ing mind is naturally disposed to inquire into the causes of their
decay, in order to educe motives for a better conduct, that their
wrongs may be in some degree repaired, and a similar fate
avoided. If dissension weakened the power of the tribes of the
forest, why should it not impair the energies of our free states?
If the red men have fallen through the neglect of moral and
religious improvement, to make way for a more refined state
of society, and the emanations of a purer worship, how great is
the reason to fear that we also may be suffered to wander in
our own ways, because we will not know the ways of God, and
to fall into doubt, disunion, and strife, till our country shall be
given to others, as it has been given to us. He who took the
sceptre from the most illustrious and powerful of ancient na-
tions, and caused the tide of their prosperity and refinement to
flow back and stagnate in the pools of ignorance, obscurity, and
servitude, possesses ample means to humble the pride of any
nation, when it shall cease to be guided by his counsels. Al-
ready have evils of the most alarming consequences passed far
on their march of desolation. Already has the spirit of Discord,
with his dark shadow, dimmed the brightness of our great coun-
cil fire! Already has the fondness for strong drink seized on
thousands of our people, bringing the young to untimely graves,
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sapping the foundations of health and moral excellence, and
pulling down the glory of our country. Already has a disregard
for the Sabbath and for divine institutions, begun openly to
manifest itself; the concomitant of infidelity, and the harbinger
of spiritual ruin. If we may trust the appearances in our west-
ern regions, our land was once inhabited by civilized men, who
must have disappeared long before the arrival of our fathers.
May Heaven avert their destiny from us, to evince to the world
how virtuous a people may be, on whom the blessing of civil
liberty has fallen as an mherltance.

The political system of our nation is probably the best which
was ever devised by man for the common good; but it practi-
cally embraces one evil too obvious to be disregarded. While
it advances the principle that all men have by nature the same
civil rights, it retains, with strange inconsistency, one sixth
of the whole population in a state of abject bodily and mental
seryitude. On its own principles, our government has no right
to enslave any portion of its subjects; and I am constrained, in
the name of God and truth to say, that they must be free.
Christianity and political expediency both demand their eman-
cipation, nor will they always remain unheard. Many generous
minds are already convinced of the importance of attention to
this subject; and many more might speak in its behalf; in places
where they could not be disregarded. Where are the ministers
of our holy religion, that their prayers are not preferred for the
liberation and enlightenment of mén with souls as immortal as
their own? Where are the senators and representatives of our
free states, that their voices are not heard in behalf of that
most injured race? Let all who have talents, and power, and
influence, exert them to free the slaves from their wrongs, and
raise them to the rank and privileges of men. That the colored
people possess mental powers capable of extensive cultivation,
has been sufficiently evinced in the instances of Gustavus Vasa,
Ignatius Sancho, Lislet, Capitein, Fuller, Phillis Wheatley, and
many others. [And the reader will not fail to recognize many
note-worthy examples presented through the agency of the
American rebellion; examples in which individuals of that op-
pressed race have exhibited rare judgment, skill, and valor in
the field ; a clear perception of the principles and responeublhtles
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of liberty; true gemerosity of character; ardent longing for
culture and advancement.] And the period may arrive when
the lights of freedom and science shall shine much more exten-
sively on these dark children of bondage — when the knowledge
of the true faith shall awaken the nobler principles of their
minds, and its practice place them in moral excellence far above
those who are now trampling them in the dust. How will the
spirit of regret then sadden over the brightness of our country’s
fame, when the muse of History shall lead their pens to trace
the annals of their ancestors, and the inspiration of Poetry
instruct their youthful bards to sing the oppression of their
fathers in the land of Freedom!

I trust the time will come, when on the annals of our country
shall be inscribed the abolition of slavery — when the inhuman
¢ustom of war shall be viewed with abhorrence — when human-
ity shall no longer be outraged by the exhibition of capital
punishments — when the one great principle of LOVE shall per-
vade all” classes — when the poor shall be furnished with em-
ployment and ample remuneration — when men shall unite their
exertions for the promotion-of those plans which embrace the
welfare of the whole —that the unqualified approbation of
Heaven may be gecured to our country, and “that glory may
dwell in our land.”

[But the unqualified approbation of Heaven can rest only
where things are done according to the will of Heaven. And
when will the inhabitants of earth attain to perfect obedience ?
Had Mr. Lewis lived but a few months longer, he would have
been startled from his hopeful dreams by the thunders of a war
more to be deplored, in some respects, than any which ever
before shook the world — the war of the great American Rebel-
lion. He would have beheld enlightened myriads, hosts of
professing Christians, going forth heroically to battle for the
perpetuation of SLAVERY, and offering up to the God of peace
thanksgivings for their bloody achievements. And would he
have seen their evil machinations met in that spirit of universal
LOVE, so delightful to him to contemplate? Alas, no. He
would have seen here in Lynn, on the open Common, and on
the Lord’s day, vicegerents of the Prince of peace, whose
church doors had been closed that they might appear before the
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multitude to lift up their voices for wAR — war, as a necessity, to
shield against evils still more terrible. Blessed were his eyes
in that they were closed by death without beholding those
gcenes which would at once have swept away all his bright anti,
cipations, and left him despairing that the time would ever
arrive when the heart of man would become so sanctified that
the temporal and selfish would not assert their overwhelming
power — those- scenes which would with force irresistible have
taught that earth was not the place to search for heaven’s
beatitude.]

In delineating the annals of a single town, it can scarcely be
expected that so good an opportunity will be afforded for vari-
ety of description and diffusiveness of remark, as in a work of a
more general nature. It is also proper to observe that this
compilation was begun without any view ‘to publication; but
simply to gratify that natural curiosity which must arise in the
mind of every one who extends his thoughts beyond the per-
sons and incidents which immediately surround him. I may,
however,-be permitted to hope, that an attempt to delineate
with accuracy the principal events which have transpired within
my native town, for the space of two hundred years, will be
interesting to many, though presented without any endeavor to
adorn them with the graces of artificial ornament. My endéavor
has been to ascertain facts, and to state them correctly. I have
preferred the form of annals for a local history; for thus every
thing is found in its time and place. The labor and expense
of making so small a book has been immense, and can never be
appreciated by the reader, until he shall undertake to write a
faithful history of one of our early towns, after its records have
been lost. I could have written many volumes of romance or
of general history, while preparing this volume; and I have
endeavored to make it so complete, as to leave little for those
who come after me, except to continue. the work.

[Since Mr. Lewis closed his labors, however, antiquarian
research has opened many sources of information. It would be
singular indeed if an enterprising and important community like
that of Lynn, should, during her history of more than two hun-
dred years, furnish nothing worthy of note beyond what might
be recorded in an octavo volume of three hundred pages. The
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present edition will show something of the multitude of inter-
esting matters that escaped his careful eye. And it is not to
be doubted that many valuable documents of the olden time yet
remain in ancient garrets, permeated by herby odors, and per-
haps at present used by motherly mice as bedding for their
young, which may somewhere in the future come to light to
the great joy of the student of the past.]

It should be remembered that previous to the change of the
style, in 1752, the year began in March; consequently February
was the twelfth month. Ten days also are to be added to the
date in the sixteenth century, and eleven in the seventeenth, to
bring the dates to the present style. Thus, “12 mo. 25, 1629,”
instead of being Christmas-day, as some might suppose, would
be March 8th, 1630. In the following pages, I have corrected
the years and months, but have left the days undisturbed.

EARLY VOYAGES AND DISCOVERIES.

It would be extremely gratifying, if we could roll back the
veil of oblivion which shrouds the early history of the American
continent, and through the sunlight which must once have
illumined those regions of now impenetrable darkness, behold
the scenery, and trace the events, which occupied that long
space of silence or activity. Has one half of this great globe
slumbered in unprofitable and inglorious repose since the morn-
ing of the creation, serving no other purpose than to balance
the opposite portion in its revolutions through unvarying ages?
Or has it been peopled by innumerable nations, enjoying all the
vicissitudes of animal and intellectual life? [We have the high
authority of Agassiz for claiming that the American continent is
the oldest of the great divisions of the globe; and that it existed,
under its present formation, while Europe was but an extensive
group of scattered islands. Iver since the coal period America
has been above water.]

The most strenuous advocates of the priority of the claim of
Columbus to the discovery of America, admit that he found
people here — and we can look back with certainty to no period,
however remote, in which we do not find the continent inhab-
ited. How came those people here? Were they the descend-
ants of a cis-Atlantic Adam? Or did they find their way, by

C
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accident or design, from the eastern continent? If the latter
supposition be the more probable, then a corresponding accident
or design might have returned some of those daring adventur-
ers to their homes, and thus a knowledge have been conveyed
of the existence of another continent. Nor are the difficulties
of a passage, either from Europe or Asia, so great as may at
first be supposed. The continent of Asia approaches within
fifty miles of the northwest coast of America; [or, as some nav-
igators say, within thirty-five miles, either continent being at
times plainly in sight from the other;] and ships which traded.
from Iceland to the Levant, might easily have sailed from
Greenland along the shore of New England. People were
much more venturous in early days than we are generally wil-
ling to allow. And canoes might have passed across the ocean
from Japan, and even by the isles of the Pacific— as it is evi-
dent they must have done, to people those islands. When
Captain Blighe was cast adrift by Christian, he passed twelve
hundred miles in an open boat with safety. Why might not
such an event have happened three thousand years ago as well
as yesterday ?

The Scandinavian manuscripts inform us that in the year
986, Eric the Red, an Icelandic prince, emigrated to Greenland.
In his company was Bardson, whose son Biarne was then on a
voyage to Norway. On his return, going in search of his father,
he was driven far to sea, and discovered an unknown country.
In the year 1000, Leif, a son of Eric, pursued the discovery of
the new country, and sailed along the coast as far as Rhode
Island, where he made a settlement; and because he found
grapes there, he called it Vineland. In 1002, Thorwald, his
brother, went to Vineland, where he remained two years.

It is very reasonable to suppose that these voyagers, in sail-
ing along the coast, discovered Lynn, and it is even probable
that they landed at Nahant. In 1004, we are informed that
Thorwald, leaving Vineland, or Rhode Island, ¢sailed eastward,
and then northward, past a remarkable headland, enclosing a
bay, and which was opposite to another headland. They called
it Kialarnes, or Keel-cape,” from its resemblance to the keel of a
ship. There is no doubt that this was Cape Cod. Ard as they
had no map, and could not see Cape Ann, it is probable that the
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other headland was the Gurnet. “From thence, they sailed
along the eastern coast of the land to a promontory which there
projected -— probably Nahant — and which was éverywhere cov-
ered with wood. Here Thorwald went ashore, with all his
companions. He was so pleased with the place, that he ex-
claimed — ¢ Here it is beautiful] and here I should like to fix
my dwelling!? Afterwards, when they were prepared to go on
board, they observed on the sandy beach, within the promon-
tory, three hillocks. They repaired thither, and found three
canoes, and under each three Skrellings, (Indians.) They came
to blows with them, and killed eight of them, but the ninth
escaped in his canoe. Afterward a countless multitude of them
came out from the interior of the bay against them. They
endeavored to protect themselves by raising battle-screens on
the ship’s side. The Skrellings continued shooting at them for
a while and then retired. Thorwald had been wounded by an
arrow under the arm. When he found that the wound was
mortal, he said, ‘I now advise you to prepare for your depar-
ture as soon as possible; but me ye shall bring to the promon-
tory where I thought-it good to dwell.” It may be that it was
a prophetic word which fell from my mouth, about my abiding
there for a season. There ye shall bury me; and plant a cross
at my head and also at my feet, and call the, place Krossanes —
[the Cape of the Cross]—in all time coming.’ He died, and
they did as he had ordered; afterward they returned.” (Anti-
quitates Americans®, XXX.)

The question has arisen whether Krossanes, was Nahant or
Gurnet Point. There is nothing remarkable about the latter
place, and though so long a time has passed, no person has
thought it desirable to dwell there, but it is used as a sheep
pasture. It is far otherwise with Nahant, which answers to the
description well. An early writer says that it was “ well
wooded with oaks, pines, and cedars;” and it has a “sandy
beach within the promontory.” Thousands also, on visiting it,
have borne witness to the appropriateness of Thorwald’s excla-
mation — ¢ Here it is beauntiful! and here I should like to fix
my dwelling !

If the authenticity of the Scandinavian manuscripts be admit-
ted, the Northmen, as the people of Norway, Denmark, and
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Sweden are called, visited this country repeatedly, in the elev-
enth and twelfth centuries; but if they made any settlements,
they were probably destroyed in some of the numerous wars
of the aborigines. The Welch Triads and Chronicles, those
treasures of historic and bardic lore, inform us, that in 1170,
Madoc, Prince of Wales, on the tyranneus usurpation of his
brother David, came to America with a party of his followers,
and settled a colony. I see no reason to doubt this record —
but if there were no descendants of Welchmen in America then,
there are plenty now. [In the language of several of the ancient
tribes, Welch words were distinctly recognized. It has hence
been supposed the colonists, by intermarriage, became merged
in the tribes around them.] '

Alonzo Sanchez, of Huelva, in Spain, in a small vessel with
seventeen men, as we are informed by De la Vega, was driven
on the American coast in 1487. He returned with only five
men, and died at the house of Columbus.

In 1492, the immortal Columbus made his first voyage to
South America, but he did not come to North America until
1498. [Mr. Lewis makes a slight trip here. Columbus, on his
first voyage, discovered land 11 October, 1492. And that land
was one of the Bahama islands, which he named St. Salvador.
On the 28th of the same month he discovered Cuba. Can these
islands be called in South America ?]

In 1497, Sebastian Cabot, a bold and enterprising English-
man visited the coast of North America, and took possession
of it in the name of his king, Henry VIL

In 1602, Bartholomew Gosnold visited our shores. He dis-
covered land on Friday, 14 May, at six o’clock in the morning,
according to Purchas’s Pilgrim, vol. 4, p. 1647. Sailing along
by the shore, at noon, he anchored near a place which he called
Savage Rock, and which many have supposed to have been
Nahant. (Bancroft’s U. 8.,vol.1,p.112.) A sail-boat went off to
‘them, containing eéight Indians, dressed in deer-skins, excepting
‘their chief, who wore a complete suit of English clothes, which
he had obtained by trading at the eastward. The Indians
treated them kindly, and desired their longer stay; but they
left, about three in the afternoon, (Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. 27))
and sailing southerly, “sixteen leagues,” the next morning
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they found themselves just within Cape Cod. Archer’s account
of the voyage says, “The Coast we left was full of goodly
Woods, faire Plaines, with little green, round Hils above the
Cliffs appearing unto vs, which are indifferently raised, but all
Rockie, and of shining stones, which might have perswaded vs
a longer stay there.” This answers well to the appearances at
Nahant; but some have supposed Savage Rock to be some-
where on the coast of Maine. There is, however, no spot on
that coast which answers exactly to the description; and Judge
Williamson, the historian of Maine, says, “we have doubts
whether Gosnold ever saw any land of ours. (Hist. Maine,
vol. 1, p. 185.) [It seems now quite certain that Gosnold an-
chored at a point not farther east than Cape Ann nor farther
west than Nahant.] , '

In 1603, Martin Pring came over with two vessels, the Speed-
well and the Discoverer, to obtain medicinal plants. He says,
“Coming to the Maine, in latitude 43 degrees, we ranged the
same to the southwest. Meeting with no sassafras, we left
those places, with all the aforesaid islands, shaping our course
for Savage Rocke, discovered the yeare before by Captain
Gosnold ; where, going upon the Mayne, we found people, with
whom we had no long conversation, because we could find no
sassafras. Departing thence, we bear into that great gulf,
(Cape Cod Bay,) which Captain Gosnold overshot the yeare
before, coasting and finding people on the north side thereof;
yet not satisfied with our expectation, we left them and sailed
over, and came to anchor on the south side.” (Purchas, vol. 4,
p. 1654.) Other voyagers, doubtless, visited our coast, but as
places were unnamed, and the language of the natives unknown,
little information can be gained from their descriptions. [And
it is astonishing what absurdities some of the superstitious old
voyagers were accustomed to relate. Even the comparatively
late voyager John Josselyn, in his account of an expedition
hither, gravely asserts that he discovered icebergs on which he
saw foxes and devils. Had he reflected a moment, he must
have concluded that the devils, at least, would not have chosen
such a place for their sports. If he saw any living beings they
were probably seals. But devils, at that period, were under-

stood to perform very wonderful exploits, and to have a direct
%
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hand in all sorts of mischief that could harm and tease men.
Modern culture has relieved the brimstone gentry of most
of their importance arising from visible interference in human
affairs. But yet, unnatural events enough are daily transpiring
to induce the apprehension that they may be still, though cov-
ertly, pursuing their mischievous enterprises.]

NAHANT — GRANT TO CAPTAIN GORGES.

THE next white man who appears at Nahant, [if we consider
it established that the peninsula was visitéd by Europeans before
1614,] was that dauntless hero and enterprising statesman Capt.
John Smith. Having established the colony of Virginia, he
came north, in 1614, made a survey of the whole coast, and
published a map. In his description of the islands of Massachu-
setts Bay, proceeding westward from Naumkeag, now Salem,
he says, “The next I can remember by name are the Matta-
hunts, two pleasant Isles of Groves, Gardens and Cornfields, a
league in the sea from the Maine. The Isles of Mattahunts are
on the west side of this bay, where are many Isles, and some
Rocks, that appear a great height above the water, like the
Pieramides of Egypt.” It is evident that by the Mattahunts he
meant the Nahants, the pronunciation of which, perhaps, he
imperfectly “remembered.” His delineation of these islands on
the map, though very small, is very correct; and he named
them the “Fullerton Islands,” probably from the name of the
surveyor, or some other friend. He appears to have examined
the islands and shores attentively. He says, “The coast of
Massachusetts is so indifferently mixed with high clay or sandy
cliffs in one place, and the tracts of large, long ledges of divers
sorts, and quarries of stones in other places, so strangely divided
with tinctured veins 6f divers colours, as free stone for building,
slate for tyling, smooth stone for making Furnaces and Forges
for Glasse and Iron, and Iron ore sufficient conveniently to
melt in them . . .. who will undertake the rectifying of an
Iron Forge, in my opinion cannot lose.” (Smith’s N. E.) As
the beds of Iron in Saugus had not then been discovered, he
probably mistook the hornblende ledge on the north of Nahant
for a mine of iron ore.

The Nahants appear to have been admired and coveted by
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all who visited them. On the 20th of December, 1622, we find
them granted by the Council in England, to Captain Robert
Gorges. He came over in 1628, took possession of his fands,
and probably commenced a settlement at Winnisimet, which was
also included in his grant. The following appears in the Massa-
* chusetts Archives:

The said Councill grant unto Robert Gorges, youngest son of Sir Fernando
Gorges, Knight, and his heires, all that part of the Maine land in New Eng-
land, commonly called and known by the name of the Massachusetts, scytuate
and lyeing vpon the North East side of the Bay, called and known by the
name of the Massachusetts, or by whatever name or names whatsoever called,
with all coastes and shoares along the Sea for Ten English miles in a straight
line towards the North East, accounting seventeen hundred and sixty yards to
the mile; and 30 English miles, after the same rate, into the Mayne Land,
through all the breadth aforesaid; togeather with all Islands so lyeing within
3 miles of any part of the said land.

Robert Gorges dyes without issue ; the said lands descend to John Gorges,
his eldest brother. John Gorges by deed bearing date 20 January, 1628-9,
(4 Car. L) grants to Sir William Brereton, of Handforth, in the County of
Chester, Baronet, and his heires, all the lande, in breadth, lyeinge from the
East side of Charles River to the Easterly parte of the Cape called Nahannte,
and all the lands lyeinge in length 20 miles northeast into the Maine land from
the mouth of the said Charles River, lyeinge also in length 20 miles into the
Maine land from the said Cape Nahannte: also two Islands lyeinge next unto
the shoare between Nahannte and Charles River, the bigger called Brereton,
and the lesser Susanna. [East Boston and Belle Isle.]

Sir William Brereton dyes, leaving Thomas, his only son, afterward Sir
Thomas, and Susanna his daughter. Sir Thomas dyes without issue. Su-
sanna marries Edward Lenthall, Esq. and dyes, leaving Mary, her only daugh-
ter and heire. Mary is married to Mr. Leavitt of the Inner Temple, who
claymes the said Lands in right of Mary his wife, who is heire to Sir William
Brereton and Sir Thomas Brereton.

Sir William Brereton sent over Severall familyes and Servants, who pos-
sessed and Improved severall Large tracts of the said Lands, and made Severall
Leases, as.appeares by the said deedes.

A portion of these lands was granted by Captain Gorges'to
John Oldham, including Nahant and part of Saugus. In a let-
ter from the Council in England to Governor Endicott, dated
17 April, 1629, we find as follows: “ Mr. Oldham’s grant from
Mr. Gorges, is to him and John Dorrel, for all the lands within
Massachusetts Bay, between Charles River and Abousett River;
Containing in length by streight lyne 5 Miles vp the Charles
River into the Maine Land, northeast {from the border of said
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Bay, including all Creekes and Points by the way, and 3 Myles
in Length from the Mouth of the aforesaid River Abousett, vp
into the Maine Land N. W. including all Creekes and Points,
and all the Land in Breadth and Length between the foresaid
Rivers, with all prerogatives, royall Mynes excepted. (Haz-
ard’s Collections.) The writer of this letter, in reference to
the claim of Oldham, says, “I hold it void in law,” and advises
Mr Endicott to take possession. Such possession was taken
of the Nahants, as will be seen in proceeding; and though the
heirs of Gorges afterward renewed their claim, the colony de-
clined either to relinquish or pay; because Gorges, after being
appointed to the government, had relinquished the possession
and returned to England.

THE INDIANS.

Berore proceeding with the history of the Whites, it will be
interesting to learn something more respecting the Red Men.

The emigrants from England found the country inbabited by
a people who were called Indians, because when first discovered
the country was supposed to be a part of India. They were
divided into several great nations, each of which consisted of
many tribes. Lechford says, “They were governed by sachems,
kings and sagamores, petty lords;” but Smith, who was here
before him, calls them “sagamos;” and as the Indians, in this
neighborhood at least, had no R in their Janguage, he is probably
correct. The word sachem, pronounced sawkum by the Indians,
is a word meaning great strength, or power; and the word
sachemo, or sagamo, evidently has the same derivation. - Their
plural was formed in uog; Sagamore Hill, therefore, is the
same as Sachemuog Hill, or the Hill of Kings.

There appear to have been as many as seven nations in New
England. The ever-warring Taratines inhabited the eastern
part of Maine, beyond the Penobscot river; and their great
sachem was Nultonanit. From the Penobscot to the Piscata-
qua were the Chur-churs, formerly governed by a mighty chief,
called a Bashaba.  The Pawtuckets had a great dominion,
reaching from the Piscataqua to the river Charles, and extend-
ing north as far as Concord on the Merrimac. Their name is
preserved in Pawtucket Falls, at Lowell. They were governed
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by Nanapashemet, who sometime lived at Lynn, and, according
to Gookin, could raise three thousand warriors. The Mas-
sachusetts, so named from the Blue Hills at Milton, were gov-
erned by Chickataubut, who also commanded three thousand
men. His dominion was bounded on the north and west by
Charles river, and on the south extended to Weymouth and
Canton. The Wampanoags occupied the southeastern part of
Massachusetts, from Cape Cod to Narraganset Bay. They wero
ruled by Massasoit, whose chief residence was at Pokanoket,
now Bristol, in Rhode Island. He was a sachem of great
power, having dominion over thirty-two tribes, and could have
brought three thousand warriors into the field, by a word; yet
he was a man of peace,; and a friend to the English, and during
all the provocations and disturbances of that early period, he
governed his nation in tranquillity for more than forty years,
leaving an example of wisdom to future ages. The Narragan-
sets, on the west of Narraganset Bay, in Rhode Island, num-
bered five thousand warriors, and were governed by two
sachems, Canonicus and his nephew Miantonimo, who ruled
together in harmony. The Pequots occupied Connecticut, and
were governed by Sassacus, a name of terror, who commanded
four thousand fighting men, and whose residence was at New
London. Besides these, there were the Nipmucks in the interior
of Massachusetts, who had no great sachem, but united with
the other nations in their wars, according to their inclination.
The Pequots and the Taratines were ever at war with some
of the other nations, and were the Goths and Vandals of abo-
riginal New England. '

The Indians were very numerous, until they were reduced
by a great war, and by a devastating sickness. All the early
voyagers speak of “multitudes,” and ¢ countless multitudes.”
Smith, who took his survey in 1614, passing along the shore in
a little boat, says, “ The seacoast as you pass, shows you all
along, large corne fields, and great troupes of well proportioned
people;” and adds that there were three thousand on the islands
in Boston harbor. Gookin has enumerated eighteen thousand
warriors in five nations, and if the remainder were as populous,
‘there must have been twenty-five thousand fighting men, and
at least one hundred thousand people, in New England. [But

3
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could that be called a large population for such an extent of
territory ? a population equal to but half that of Boston at this
time. Nomadic and all unsettled branches’ of our race are
usually small in numbers. And the stories told by some of the
early comers, so magnifying the Indian populations, are no
more worthy of credit than the fanciful chapters of those mod-
ern writers who laud their virtues to a degree hardly within
the range of mortal attainment. A page or two hence it is
stated that Sagamore James resided at Lynn. He was a ruler
of some note. And yet, as further evidence that there could
have been but a small Indian population hereabout, at that time,
it may be added that Rev. Mr. Higginson says that he command-
ed “mnot above thirty or forty men, for aught I can learn.”] In
the spring of 1615, some provocation was given by the western
Indians to the Taratines, who, with a vindictive spirit, resolved
upon retaliation; and they carried their revenge to an extent
scarcely paralleled in the dreadful history of human warfare.
They killed the great Bashaba of Penobscot, murdered his
women and children, and overran the whole country from Pe-
nobscot to the Blue Hills. Their death-word was “cram!
cram !”—kill! kill!—and so effectually did they “suit the
action to the word,” and so many thousands on thousands did
they slaughter, that, as Gorges says, it was “horrible to be
spoken of.” In 1617, commenced a great sickness, which some
have supposed was the plague, others the small pox or yellow
fever. This sickness made such dreadful devastation among
those whom the tomahawk had not reached, that when the Eng
lish arrived, the land was literally covered with human bones.
Still the vengeance of the Taratines was unsatiated, and we
find them hunting for the lives of the few sagamores who
remained.

NanarasHEMET, or the New Moon, was one of the greatest
sachems in New England, ruling over a larger extent of country
than any other. He swayed, at one time, all the tribes north
and east of the Charles river, to the river Piscataqua. The’
Nipmucks acknowledged his dominion, as far as Pocontocook,
now Deerfield, on the Connecticut; and after his death they
had no great sachem. (Smith, Gookin, Hubbard. See also
Samuel G. Drake’s interesting Book of the Indians, wherein he
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has accumulated a vast amount of facts respecting the Sons of
the Forest.) Nanapashemet, like the orb of night, whose name
he bore, had risen and shone in splendor. But his moon was
now full, and had begun to wane. He resided at Lynn until
the great war of the Taratines, in 1615. He then retreated
to a hill on the borders of Mistick river, where he built a
house, and fortified himself in the best manner possible. He
survived the desolating sickness of 1617; but the -deadly ven-
geance of the Taratines, which induced them to stop at nothing
short of his death, pursued him to his retreat, and there he was
killed by them in 1619. In September, 1621, a party of the
Plymouth people, having made a visit to Obatinua, sachem of
Boston, went up to Medford. Mr. Winslow says, “ Having
gone three miles, we came to a place where corn had been
newly gathered, a house pulled down, and the people gone.
A mile from hence, Nanapashemet, their king, in his lifetime
bhad lived. His house was not like others; but a scaffold was
largely built, with poles and planks, some six foot from the
ground, and the house upon that, being situated upon the top
of a hill. Not far from hence, in a bottom, we came to a fort,
built by their deceased king— the manner thus: There were
poles, some thirty or forty feet long, stuck in the ground, as
thick as they could be set one by another, and with those they
enclosed a ring some forty or fifty feet over. A trench, breast
high, was digged on each side; one way there was to get into
it with a bridge. In the midst of this palisade stood the frame
of a house, wherein, being dead, he lay buried. About a mile
from hence we came to such another, but seated on the top
of a hill. Here Nanapashemet was killed, none. dwelling in it
since the time of his death.” The care which the great Moon
Chief took to fortify himself, shows the fear which he felt for
his mortal enemy. With his death, the vengeance of the Tara-
tines seems in some degree to have abated; and his sons, re-
turning to the shore, collected the scattered remnants of their
tribes, over whom they ruled as sagamores on the arrival of our
fathers. The general government was continued by the saunks,
or queen of Nanapashemet, who was called Squaw Sachem.
She married Webbacowet, who was the great physician of her
nation. On the fourth of September, 1640, she sold Mistick
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Ponds and a large tract of land now included in Somerville, to
Jotham Gibbons, of Boston. On the :aighth of March, 1644, she
submitted to the government of the whites, and consented to
have her subjects instructed in the Bible. She died in 1667,
being then old and blind. Nanapashemet had three sons—
Wonohaquaham, Montowampate, and Wenepoykin, all of whom
became sagamores; and a daughter Yawata.

WOoNOHAQUAHAM, Was sagamore on Mistick river, including
Winnisimet. In 1627 -he gave the whites liberty to settle at
Charlestown, and on the records of that town he is called a
chief “of gentle and-good disposition.” He was called by
the English, John, and died in 1633, according to the best
authorities.

MonTowAMPATE, sagamore of Lynn, was born in the year
1609. He lived on Sagamore Hill, near the northern end of
Long Beach. He had jurisdiction of Saugus, Naumkeag, and
Masabequash ; or Lynn, Salem, and Marblehead. He was called
by the white people, James. Mr. Dudley in his letter to the
Countess of Lincoln, says, ¢ Vppon the river of Mistick is seated
Saggamore John, and vppon the river of Saugus Sagamore
James, both soe named from the English. The elder brother,
John, is a handsome young . ... (one line wanting) .. ..
conversant with us, affecting English apparel and houses, and
speaking well of our God. His brother James is of a far worse
disposition, yet repaireth to us often.” HHe married Wenuchus,
a daughter of Passaconaway, the great powah, or priest of the
nation, whose chief residence was at Penacdbk, now Concord,
on the Merrimac. This venerable, and in some respects won-
derful man, died about the year 1673, when he was oue hundred
and twenty years of age. On his death bed, he called his friends
around, and told them that he was going to the land of spirits,
to see them no more. He said he had been opposed to the
English at their first coming, and sought to prevent their settle-
ment ; but now he advised them to oppose the white men no
‘more, or they would all be destroyed. The marriage of Monto-
wampate took place in the year 1629, when he was twenty
years of age; and it gave him an opportunity to manifest his
high sense of the dignity which appertained to a sachem.
Thomas Morton, who was in the country at the time, and wrote
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a work entitled the New English Canaan, furnishes us with the
following interesting particulars:

The sachem or sagamore of Sagus, made choice, when he came to man’s
estate, of a lady of noble descent, daughter of Papasiquineo, the sachem or
sagamore of the territories near Merrimack river; a man of the best note in
all those parts, and, as my countryman, Mr. Wood, declares, in his Prospect,
a great nigromancer. 'This lady, the young sachem, with the consent and
good liking of her father, marries, and takes for his wife. Great entertainment
hee and his received in those parts, at her father’s hands, wheare they were
fested in the best manner that might be expected, according to the custome
of their nation, with reveling, and such other solemnities as is usual amongst
them. The solemnity being ended, Papasiquineo caused a selected number
of his men to waite on his daughter home into those parts that did properly
belong to her lord and husband ;, where the attendants had entertainment by
the sachem of Sagus and his countrymen. The solemnity being ended, the
attendants were gratified.

Not long after, the new married lady had a great desire to see her father
and her native country, from whence she came. Her lord was willing to
pleasure her, and not deny her request, amongst them thought to be reason-
able, commanded a select number of his own men to conduct his lady to her
father, where with great respect they brought her; and having feasted there
awhile, returned to their own country againe, leaving the lady to continue
there at her owne pleasure, amongst her friends and old acquaintance, where
she passed away the time for awhile, and in the end desired to returne to her
lord againe. Her father, the old Papasiquineo, having notice of her intent,
sent some of his men on ambassage to the young sachem, his sonne in law, to
let him understand that his daughter was not willing to absent herself from
his company any longer; and therefore, as the messengers had in charge,
desired the young lord to send a convoy for her; but he, standing upon
tearmes of honor, and the maintaining of his reputation, returned to his father
in law this answer: “That when she departed from him, hee caused his men
to waite upon her to her father’s territories as it did become him; but now she
had an intent to returne, it did become her father to send her back with a
convoy of his own people; and that it stood not with his reputation to make
himself or his men so servile as to fetch her againe.”

The old sachem Papasiquineo, having this message returned, was inraged
to think that his young son in law did not esteem him at a higher rate than to
capitulate with him about the matter, and retwrned him this sharp reply:
“That his daughter’s blood and birth deserved more respect than to be slighted,
and therefore, if he would have her company, he were best to send or come
for her.”

The young sachem, not willing to undervalue himself, and being a man of a
stout spirit, did not stick to say, “That he should either send her by his own
convoy, or keepe her; for he was determined not to stoope so lowe.”

So much these two sachems stood upon tearmes of reputation with each
other, the one would not send for her, lest it shouldebe any diminishing of

D
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honor on his part that should seeme to comply, that the lady, when I came
out of the country, remained still with her father; which is a thing worth the
noting, that salvage people should seek to maintaine their reputation so much
as they doe. ’

A chief who could treat a lady so discourtecusly deserved to
lose her. Montowampate had not the felicity to read the Fairy
Queen, or he would have thought with Spenser:

“What vertue is so fitting for a Knight,
Or for a Ladie whom a knight should love,
As curtesie.”

My lady readers will undoubtedly be anxious to know if the
sepération wasg final. 1 am -happy to inform them that it was
not; as we find the Princess of Penacook enjoying the luxuries
of the shores and the sea breezes at Lynn, the next summer.
How they met without compromiting the dignity of the proud
sagamore, history does not inform us; but probably, as ladies
are fertile in expedients, she met him half way. In 1631 she
was taken prisoner by the Taratines, as will hereafter be related.
Montowampate died in 1633. 'Wenuchus returned to her father;
and in 1686, we find mestion made of her grand-daughter Pab-
pocksit. Other interesting incidents in the life of Montowam-
pate will be found in the following pages.

‘WENEPOYKIN, erroneously called Winnepurkit, was the young-
est son of Nanapashemet. His name was pronounced with an
accent and a lingering on the third syllable, We-ne-pawwe-kin.
He was born in 1616, and was a little boy, thirteen years of age,
when the white men came. The Rev. John Higginson, of Salem,
says: “To the best of my remembrance, when I came over with
my father, to this place, there was in these parts a widow wo-
man, called Squaw Sachem, who had three sons; Sagamore
John kept at Mistick, Sagamore James at Saugus, and Sagamore
George here at Naumkeke. Whether he was actual sachem
here I cannot say, for he was then young, about my age, and I
think there was an elder man that was at least his guardian.”
On the death of his brothers, in 1633, he became sagamore of
Lynn and Chelsea; and after the death of his mother, in 1667,
he was sachem of all that part of Massachusetts which is north
and east of Charles river. He was the proprietor of Deer
Island, which he sold to Boston. He was called Sagamore
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George, and George Rumney Marsh; [also Sagamore George
No-Nose.] Until the year 1738, the limits of Boston extended
to Saugus, including Chelsea, which was called Rumney Marsh.
Part of this great marsh is now in Chelsea and part in Saugus.
The Indians living on the borders of this marsh in Lynn and
Saugus, were sometimes called the Rumney Marsh Indians.
Wenepoykin was taken prisoner in the Wampanoag war, in
1676, and died in 1684. He married Ahawayet, daughter of
Poquanum, who lived on Nahant. She presented him with one
son, Manatahqua, and three daughters, Petagunsk, Wattaquat-
tinusk, and Petagoonaquah, who, if early historians are correct
in their descriptions, were as beautiful, almost, as the lovely
forms which have wandered on the rocks of Nahant in later
times. They were called Wanapanaquin, or the plumed ones.
This word is but another spelling of Wenepoykin, their father’s
name, which signifies a wing, or a feather. I suppose they were
the belles of the forest, in their day, and wore finer plumes than
any of their tribe. Petagunsk was called Cicely. [In the In-
dian deed of Liynn, she is described as ¢ Cicily alias Su George,
the reputed daughter of old Sagamore George No-Nose.”] She
had a son Tontoquon, called John. Wattaquattinusk, or the
Little Walnut, was called Sarah; and Petagoonaquah was named
Susanna. Manatahqua had two sons, Nonupanohow, called Da-
vid [Kunkshamooshaw] and Wuttanoh, which means a staff,
called Samuel. The family of Wenepoykin left Lynn about
the time of the Wampanoag war, and went to Wameset, or
Chelmsford, now Lowell, where they settled near Pawtucket
falls. On the 16th of September, 1684, immediately after the
death of Wenepoykin, the people of Marblehead embraced the
opportunity of obtaining a deed of their town. It was signed
by Ahawayet, and many others, her relatives. She is called
“ Joane Ahawayet, Squawe, relict, widow of George Saggamore,
alias Wenepawweekin.” (Essex Reg. Deeds, 11, 132.) She
survived her husband about a year, and died in 1685. On the
19th of March, 1685, David Nonupanohow, “heir of Sagamoré
George, and in his right having some claim to Deer Island, doth
hereby, for just consideration, relinquish his right, to the town
of Boston.” (Suffolk Records.) On the 11th of October, 1686,
the people of Salem obtained a deed of their town, which was
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signed by the relatives of Wenepoykin. [And on the 4th of
September, of the same year, the people of Lynn likewise ob-
tained a deed of their territory, from the heirs of Wenepoykin,
a copy of which may be found on page 51, et seq.]

Yawara, daughter of Nanapashemet, and sister of the three
sagamores, married Oonsumog. She lived to sign the deed of
Salem, in 1686, and died at Natick. She had a son, Mumin-
quash, born in 1636, and called James Rumney Marsh, who also
removed to Natick. There is great softness and euphony in the
name of this Indess. Ya-wa-ta; six letters, and only one hard
consonant. Probably her heart was as delicate and feminine as
her name. The early settlers indicated their poetic taste by
calling her Abigail. [The wife of David Kunkshamooshaw, who
was a grandson of Yawata’s brother Wenepoykin, was also
called Abigail. This last was the Abigail who signed the deed
of Lynn. And it seems as if Mr. Lewis may have confounded
the two Abigails. Yet, Yawata might have signed the Salém
deed, in 1686, though she must then have been quite old.]
 Poquaxvy, or Dark Skin, was sachem of Nahant. Wood, in
his New England’s Prospect, calls him Duke William; and it
appears by depositions in Salem Court Records, that he was
known by the familiar appellation of Black Will. He was con-
temporary with Nanapashemet. In 1630 he sold Nahant to
Thomas. Dexter for a suit of clothes. It is probable that he
was the chief who welcomed Gosnold, in 1602, and who is
represented to have been dressed in a complete suit of English
clothes. If he were the same, that may have been the reason
why he was so desirous to possess another suit. He was killed
in 1633, as will be found under that date. He had two chil-
dren — Ahawayet, who married Wenepoykin; and Queakussen,
commonly called Captain Tom, or Thomas Poquanum, who
was born in 1611, Mr. Gookin, in 1686, says, ¢ He is an Indian
of good repute, and professeth the Christian religion.” Probably-
he is the one alluded to by Rev. John Eliot, in his letter, No-
vember 13, 1649, in which he says: “ Linn Indians are all naught,
save one, who sometimes cometh to hear the word, and telleth
me that he prayeth to God; and the reason why they are bad
is partly and principally because their sachem is naught, and
careth not to pray to God.” There is a confession of faith,
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preserved in Eliot’s “Tears of Repentance,” by Poquanum,
probably of this same Indian. He signed the deed of Salem in
1686, and on the 17th of September, in that year, he gave the
following testimony: “ Thomas Queakussen, alias Captain Tom,
Indian, now living at Wamesit, neare Patucket Falls, aged about
seventy-five years, testifieth and saith, That many yeares since,
when he was a youth, he lived with his father, deceased, named
Poquannum, who some time lived at Sawgust, now called Linn;
he married a second wife, and lived at Nahant; and himself in
after time lived about Mistick, and that he well knew all these
parts about Salem, Marblehead and Linn; and that Salem and
the river running up between that neck of land and Bass river
was called Naumkeke, and the river between Salem and Marble-
head was called Massabequash; also he says he well knew
Sagamore George, who married the Deponent’s Owne Sister,
named Joane, who died about a yeare since; and Sagamore
George left two daughters, name Sicilye and Sarah, and two
grand-children - by his son; Nonumpanumhow the one called
David, and the other Wuttanoh; and I myself am one of their
kindred as before; and James Rumney Marsh’s mother is one
of Sagamore George his kindred; and I knew two squawes
-more living now about Pennecooke, one named Pahpocksitt,
and the other’s name I know not; and I knew the grandmother
of these two squawes named Wenuchus; 'she was a principal
proprietor of these lands about Naumkege, now Salem; all
these persons above named are concerned in the antient pro-
perty of the lands above mentioned.”” Wabaquin also testified,
that David was the grandson of Sagamore George—by his
father, deceased Manatahqua. (Essex Reg, Deeds, 11, 131.)
NAuANTON was born about the year 1600. - On the Tth of April,
1635, Nahanton was ordered by the Court to pay Rev. William
Blackstone, of Boston, two beaver skins, for damage done to
his swine by setting traps. In a deposition taken at Natick,
August 15, 1672, he is called “Old Ahaton of Punkapog, aged
about seaventy yeares;” and in a deposition at Cambridge,
October 7T,1686, he is called “O0ld Mahanton, aged about ninety
years.” In the same deposition he is called Nahanton. He
testifies concerning the right of the heirs of Wenepoykin to
sell the lands of Salem, and declares himself a relative of Saga-
D*
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more George. He signed the deed of Quincy, August 5, 1665,
and in that deed is called “Old Nahatun,” one of the ¢ wise
men” of Sagamore Wampatuck. He also signed a quit-claim
deed to “the proprietated inhabitants of the town of Boston,”
March 19, 1685. (Suffolk Records.)

' QuaNOPKONAT, called John, was another relative of Wenepoy-
kin. His widow Joan, and his son James, signed the deed of
Salem, in 1686. Masconomo was sagamore of Agawam, now

Ipswich. Dudley says, “he was tributary to Sagamore James.”
From the intimacy which subsisted between them, he was prob-
ably a relative. He died March 8, 1658, and his gun and other
implements were buried with him. (Felt’s Hist. Ipswich.)

The names of the Indians are variously spelled in records
and, depositions, as they were imperfectly understood from their
nasal pronunciation. Some of them were known by different
names, and as they had no baptism, or ceremony of naming
their children, they commonly received no name until it was
fixed by some great exploit, or some remarkable circumstance.

. The Indians have been admirably described by William Wood,
who resided at Lynn, at the first settlement. ¢ They were black
haired, out nosed, broad shouldered, brawny armed, long and
slender handed, out breasted, small waisted, lank bellied, well
thighed, flat kneed, handsome grown legs, and small feet. In a
word, they were more amiable to behold, though only in Adam’s
livery, than many a compounded fantastic in the newest fash-
ion.” Inanother place he speaks of ¢ their unparalleled beauty.”
Josselyn, in his New England Rarities, says: “ The women, many
of them, have very good features, seldome without a come-to-me
in their countenance, all of them black eyed, having even, short
teeth and very white, their hair black, thick and long, broad
breasted, handsome, straight bodies and slender, their limbs
cleanly, straight, generally plump as a partridge, and saving
now and then one, of a modest deportment.” Lechford says:
“The Indesses that are young, are some of them very comely,
having good features. Many prettie Brownettos and spider
fingered lasses may be seen among them.” - After such graphic
and beautiful descriptions, nothing need be added to complete
the idea that their forms were exquisitely perfect, superb, and
voluptuous. [But is not this superlative language, as applied
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to Indian squaws, rather intense? Mr. Lewis, however, is well
known to have entertained more than ordinary veneration for
the aborigines. It is believed that a more just estimate may
be found in the volume published here in 1862, under the title
“Lin: or, Jewels.of the Third Plantation.”]

The dress of the men was the skin of a deer or seal tied round
the waist, and in winter a bear or wolf skin thrown over the
shoulders, with moccasons or shoes of moose hide. The women
wore robes of beaver skins, with sleeves of deer skin drest, and
drawn with lines of différent colors into ornamental figures.
Some wore a short mantle of trading cloth, blue or red, fastened
with a knot under the chin, and girt around the waist with a
zone ; their buskins fringed with feathers, and a fillet round
their heads, which were often adorned with plumes.

Their money was made of shells, gathered on the beaches,
and was of two kinds. The one was called wampum-peag, or
white money, and was made of the twisted part of the cockle
strung together like beads. Six of these passed for a penny,
and a foot for about a shilling. The other was called suckauhoc,
or black money, and was made of the hinge of the poquahoc
clam, bored with a sharp stone. The value of this money was
double that of the white. These shells were also very curiously
wrought into pendants, bracelets, and belts of wampum, several
inches in breadth and several feet in length, with figures of
animals and flowers. Their sachems were profusely adorned
with it, and some of the princely females wore dresses worth
fifty or a hundred dollars. It passed for beaver and other
commodities as currently as silver.

Their weapons were bows, arrows and tomahawks. Their
bows were made of walnut, or some other elastic wood, and
strung with sinews of deer or moose. Their arrows were made
of elder, and feathered with the quills of eagles. They were
headed with a long, sharp stone of porphyry or jasper, tied to a
short stick, which was thrust into the pith of the elder. Their
tomahawks were made of a flat stone, sharpened to an edge,
with a groove round the middle. This was inserted in a bent
walnut stick, the ends of which were tied together. The flinty
heads of their arrows and axes, their stone gouges and pestles,
have been frequently found in the fields.
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Their favorite places of residence hereabout, appear to have
been in the neighborhood of Sagamore Hill and High Rock, at
Swampscot and Nahant. -One of their burial places was on the
hill near the eastern end of Mount Vernon street. In Saugus,
many indications of their dwellings have been found on the
old Boston road, for about half a mile from the hotel, westward ;
and beneath the house of Mr. Ephraim Rhodes was a burying’
ground. On the road which runs north from Charles Sweetser’s,
was another Indian village on a plain, defended by a hill. Na-
ture here formed a lovely spot, and nature’s children occupied
it. [The localities here referred to lie between East Saugus
and Cliftondale.] They usually buried their dead on the sides
of hills next the sun. This was both natural and beautiful. It
was the wish of Beattie’s Minstrel.

“Where a green grassy turf is all I crave,
And many an evening sun shine swee;ly on my grave.”

The Indians had but few arts, and only such as were requisite
for their subsistence. Their houses, called wigwams, were rude
structures, made of poles set round in the form of a cone, and
covered by bark or mats. In winter, one great house, built
with more care, with a fire in the middle, served for the accom-
modation of many. They had two kinds of boats, called canoes ;
the one made of a pine log, twenty to sixty feet in length, burnt
and scraped out with shells; the other made of birch bark, very
light and elegant. They made fishing lines of wild hemp, equal
to the finest twine, and used fish bones for hooks. Their meth-
od of catching deer was by making two fences of trees, half a
mile in extent, in the form of an angle, with a snare at the place
of meeting, in which they frequently took the deer alive.

Their chief objects of cultivation were corn, beans, pumpkins,
squashes and melons, which were all indigenous plants. Their
fields were cleared by burning the trees in the autumn. Their
season for planting was when the leaves of the oak were as
large as the ear of a mouse. From this observation was formed
the rule of the first settlers.

‘When the white oak trees ook goslin gray,
Plant then, be it April, June, or May.

The corn was hoed with large clam shells, and harvested in

cellars dug in the ground, and enclosed with mats. When
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boiled in kernels it was called samp; when parched and pound-
ed in stone mortars it was termed nokehike ; and when pounded
and boiled, it was called hominy. They also boiled corn and
beans together, which they called succatash. They formed
earthen vessels in which they cooked. They made an excellent
cake by mixing strawberries with parched corn. Whortleberries
were employed in a similar manner. Some of their dishes are
still ' well known and highly relished — their samp, their hominy
or hasty pudding, their stewed beans or succatash, their baked
pumpkins, their parched corn, their boiled and roast ears of
corn, and their whortleberry cake — dishes which, when well
prepared, are good enough for any body. And when to these
were added the whole range of field and flood, at a time when
wild fowl and venison were more than abundant, it will be seen
that the Indians lived well.

The woods were filled with wild animals— foxes, bears,
wolves, deer, moose, beaver, racoons, rabbits, woodchucks, and
squirrels — most of which have long since departed. One of
the most troublesome animals was the catamount, one of the
numerous varieties of the cat kind, which has never been par-
ticularly described. It was from three to six feet in length,
and commonly of a cinnamon color. Many stories are related
of iits attacks upon the early settlers, by climbing trees and
leaping upon them when traveling through the forest. An
Indian in passing through the woods one day, heard a rustling
in the boughs overhead, and looking up, saw a catamount pre-
paring to spring upon him. He said he “cry all one soosuck” —
that is, like a child —knowing that if he did not kill the cata-
mount, he must lose his own life. He fired as the animal was
in the act of springing, which met the ball and fell dead at
his feet.

The wild pigeons are represented to have been so numerous
that they passed in flocks so large as to “obscure the light.”
Dudley says, “it passeth credit if but the truth should be
known;” and Wood says, they continued flying for four or
five hours together, to such an extent that one could see “nei-
ther beginning nor ending, length nor breadth, of these millions
of millions.” When they alighted in the woods, they frequently
broke down large limbs of trees by their weight, and the crash.
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ing was heard at a great distance. A single family has been
known to Have killed more than one hundred dozen in one
night, with poles and other weapons; and they were often
taken in such numbers that they were thrown into piles, and
kept to feed the swine. The Indians called the pigeon wusco-
wan, a word signifying a wanderer. The wild fowl were so
numerous in the waters, that persons sometimes killed “50
duckes at a shot.”

The Indians appear to have been very fond of amusements.
The tribes, even from a great distance, were accustomed to
challenge each other, and to assemble upon Lynn Beach to
decide their contests. Here they sometimes passed many days
in the exercises of running, leaping, wrestling, shooting, and
other diversions. Before they began their sports, they drew a
line in the sand, across which the parties shook hands in evi-
dence of friendship, and they sometimes painted their faces, to
prevent revenge. -A tall pole was then planted in the beach,
on which were hung beaver skins, wampum, and other articles,
for which they contended; and frequently, all they were worth
was ventured in the play. One of their games was foot-ball.
Another was called puim, which was played by shuffling to-
gether a large number of small sticks, and contending for them.
Another game was played with five flat pieces of bone, black
on one side and white on the other. These were put into a
wooden bowl, which was struck on the ground, causing the
bones to bound aloft, and as they fell white or black, the game
was decided. During this play, the Indians sat in a circle,
making a great noise, by the constant repetition of the word
haub, hub,— come, come — from which it was called hubbub; a
word, the derivation of which seems greatly to have puzzled
Dr. Johnson.

The Indians believed in a Great Spirit, whom they called
Kichtan, who made all the other gods, and one man and woman.
The evil spirit they called' Hobamock. They endured the most
acute pains without a murmur, and seldom laughed loud. They
cultivated a kind of natural music, and had their war and death
songs. The women had lullabies and melodies for their children,
and modulated their voices by the songs of birds. Some early
writers represent the voices of their females, when heard
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through the shadowy woods, to have been exquisitely harmoni-
ous. It has been said they had no poets; but their whole lan-
guage was a poem. What more poetical than calling the roar
of the ocean on the beach, sawkiss, or great panting ? — literally,
the noise which a tired animal makes when spent in the chase.
‘What ‘more poetical than naming a boy Poquanum, or Dark
Skin; and a girl Wanapaquin, a Plume? Every word of the
Indians was expressive, and had a meaning. Such is natural
poetry in all ages. The Welch called their great king Arthur,
from aruthr, terribly fair; and such was Alonzo, the name of the
Moorish kings of Spain, from an Arabic word, signifying the
fountain of beauty. When we give cur children the names of
gems and flowers — when we use language half as designative
as that of the Indians, we may begin to talk of poetry. “I am
an aged hemlock,” said one, “whose head has been whitened
by eighty snows!” «We will brighten the chain of our friend-
ship with you,” said the chiefs in their treatips. [“You are
the rising sun, we are the setting,” said an old chief, sadly, on
seeing the prosperity of the whites. Gookin says that when
the Quakers tried to convince certain Indians of the truth of
their doctrines, advising them not to listen to the ministers, and
telling them that they had “a light within, which was a suffi-
cient guide,” they replied, “ We have long looked within, and
find it very dark.”’] The Indians reckoned their time by snows
and moons. A snow was a winter; and thus, a man who had
seen eighty snows, was eighty years of age. A moon was a
month ; thus they had the harvest moon, the hunting moon, and
the moon of flowers. A sleep was a night; and seven sleeps
were seven days. This figurative language is in the highest
degree poetical and beautiful.

The Indians have ever been distinguished for friendship, jus-
tice, magnanimity, and a high sense of honor. They have been
represented by some as insensible and brutish, but, with the
exception of their revenge, they were not an insensate race.
The old chief, who requested permission of the white people to
smoke one more whiff before he was slaughtered, was thought
to be an unfeeling wretch; but he expressed more than he could
have done by the most eloquent speech. The red people re-
ceived the immigrants in a friendly manner, and taught them
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how to plant; and when any of the whites traveled through the
woods, they entertained them with more kindness than compli-
ments, kept them freely many days, and often went ten, and
even twenty miles, to conduct them on their way. The Rev.
Roger Williams says: “They were remarkably free and cour-
teous to invite all strangers in. I have reaped kindness again
from many, seven years after, whom I myself had forgotten. It
is a strange truth, that a man shall generally find more free
entertainment and refreshment among these barbarians, than
among thousands that call themselves Christians.

The scene which presented itself to the- first settlers, must
have been in the highest degree interesting and beautiful. The
light birchen canoes of the red men were seen gracefully swim-
ming over the surface of the bright blue ocean; the half clad
females were beheld, bathing their olive limbs in the lucid flood,
or sporting on the smooth beach, and gathering the spotted
eggs from their little hollows in the sands, or the beautiful
shells which abounded among the pebbles, to string into beads
or weave into wampum, for the adornment of their necks and
arms. At one time an Indian was seen with his bow, silently
endeavoring to transfix the wild duck or the brant, as they rose
and sunk on the alternate waves; and at another, a glance was
caught of the timid wild deer, rushing through the shadow of
the dark green oaks; or the sly fox, bounding from rock to rock

.among the high cliffs of Nahant, and stealing along the shore to
find his evening repast, which the tide had left upon the beach.
The little sand-pipers darted along the thin edge of the wave —
the white gulls in hundreds soared screaming overhead —and
the curlews filled the echoes of the rocks with their wild and
watery music. This is no imaginary picture, wrought up for
the embellishment of a fanciful tale, but the delineation of
an actual scene, which presented itself to the eyes of our
fathers.

An incident respecting the Indians, about a year betore the
settlement of Lynn, is related by Rev. Thomas Cobbett, in a
letter to Increase Mather. “About the year 1628, when those
few that came over with Colonel Indicot and begun to settle at
Nahumkeeck, now called Salem, and in a manner all so sick of
their journey, that though they had both small and great guns,
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and powder and bullets for them, yet had not strength to man-
age them, if suddenly put upon it; and tidings being certainly
brought them, on a Lord’s day morning, that a thousand Indians
from Saugust, (now called Lyn,) were coming against them to
cut them off, they had much ado amongst them all to charge
two or three of theyre great guns,and traile them to a place
of advantage, where the Indians must pass to them, and there
to shoot them off; when they heard by theyre noise which they
made in the woods, that the Indians drew neare, the noise of
which great artillery, to which the Indians were never wonted
before, did occasionally, by the good hand of God, strike such
dread into them, that by some lads who lay as scouts in the
woods, they were heard to reiterate that confused outcrie, (O
Hobbamock, much Hoggery,) and then fled confusedly back
with all speed, when none pursued them. One old Button,
lately living at Haverhill, who was then almost the only haile
man left of that company, confirmed this to be so to me, accord-
ingly as I had been informed of it.” This old Button was Mat-
thias Button, a Dutchman, who lived in a thatched house in
Haverhill, in 1670, says Joshua Coffin. [And this same Button
is acknowledged to have communicated to Mr. Cobbett a part
of the interesting facts supplied to Dr. Increase Mather, regard-
ing the early difficulties with the Indians. He came over with
Endicott, in 1628, and died in 1672.]

INDIAN DEED OF LYNN.

[By recurring to page 39, it will be observed that Mr. Lewis
speaks of the Indian deeds of Marblehead and Salem. And it is
a little remarkable that while doing so he did not suspect that
there might also have Lieen one of Lynn, for it appears as if
such a suspicion would have put him upon that thorough search
which must have resulted in its discovery. Such a deed, bear-
ing date 4 Sept., 1686, may be found among the records at Salem.
And this seems an appropriate place for its introduction, as it
contains, aside from its more direct purpose, divers statements
regarding some of the Indians of whom brief biographies have
been given. It is true that in one or two points it somewhat
tarnishes the romantic gloss which has so delighted us. But it

is not unwholesome now and then to interpose a slight check to
E 4
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the imaginary flights to which the lover of the people and
things of old is ever prone.

[It should not, however, be concluded that the first purchase
from the Indians was made at tLe date of this deed. Separate
tracts had been purchased at different times, before, and this
was merely intended as a release or quit-claim of all the rights
of the grantors in all the territory now constituting Lynn, Lynn-
field, Nahant, Saugus, and Swampscot, and parts .of Danvers,
Reading and South Reading. At the time this deed was given,
in reality not a third of the territory was occupied by the
settlers; but there was a prospect that it would presently come
in use. The Indians had mostly retired, and it was important
that their title, if any existed, should be extinguished. The
small consideration named is some indication that it was not
considered that the Indians had any very valuable remaining
interest. Other value, however, may have been given. It was
often the case, that the consideration expressed in a deed was
quite different from the real one, the custom of indulging in
a little innocent deception being as prevalent then as now.
And it was not unfrequently an object with the shrewd settlers
to have it appear that the prices paid for lands were low, even
when the old sagamores had succeeded in making good bargains.

[And taking into account the time at which this deed was
given, I am persuaded that the procuring of it was deemed a
matter of much importance, inasmuch as it would constitute
written evidence that the natives had parted with the title to
their lands for a satisfactory consideration — the previous deeds,
if there were any, having been unrecorded and lost. The peo-
ple were extremely suspicious that under James the crown
agents would pay little regard to titles that did not rest upon
some clear and unimpeachable evidence. And though Andros
pretended to have no more regard for the signature of an In-
dian than for the scratch of a bear’s claw, he yet sometimes
found the barbarous autographs very serious impediments in
the way ‘of his tyrannous assumptions. As a precautionary
step, the procuring of this deed shows the wariness of our
good fathers. It will be observed that the Indian deeds of
Marblehead, Salem, and one or two other places were pracured
almost simultaneously with that of Lynn. And in March, 1689,
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Andros asked Rev. Mr. Higginson whether New England was
the king’s territory. The reply was, that it belonged to the
colonists, because they had held it by just occupation and pur-
chase jfrom the Indians. The following is a copy of the deed,
whijch, though it may not furnish much entertainment to the
general reader, will be appreciated by the antiquarian.

To arn CurisTiAN Propre, to whom this present Deed of Confirmation,
Ratification and Alienation shall come, David Kunkshamooshaw, who by credi-
ble intelligence is grandson to old Sagamore George No-Nose, so called, alias
Wenepawweekin, sometime of Rumney Marsh, and sometimes at, or about
Chelmsford of' ye collony of ye Massachyets, so called sometimes here and
sometimes there, but deceased, ye said David, grandson to ye said old Saﬁa—
more_George No-Nose, deceased, and Abigail Kunkshamooshaw, ye wife of
David, and Cicel);, alias Su George, ye reputed daughter of said old Sagamore
George, and James Quonopohit of Natick alias Rumney Marsh, and Mary his
wife, send greeting, &c.

Know YzE, that the said David Kunkshamooshaw and Abigail his wife, and
Cicely alias Su George aforesaid and James Quonopohit aforesaid with his
wife Mary who are ye nearest of kin and legall successors of ye aforesaid
George No-Nose alias Wenepawweekin whom wee affirme was the true and
sole owner of ye land that ye towns of Lynn and Reading aforesaid stand upon,
and noththstandmg ye possession of ye English dwelling in those townshlps
of Lynn and Reading aforesaid, wee, ye said David Kunkshamooshaw, Cicely
alias Su George, James Quonopohit, &c., the rest aforesaid Indians, doe lay
claime to ye lands that these two townes aforesaid, Lynn and Reading, stand
upon, and the dwellers thereof possess, that ye right and title thereto is ours and
belong to us and ours; but, howsoever, the townships of Lyn and Reading
having been long possessed by the English, and although wee make our clayme
and ye selectmen and trustees for both townes aforesaid pleading title by
graunts of courts and purchase of old of our predecessor, George Sagamore, and
such like matters, &ec., wee, ye claymers aforenamed, viz. David Kunksha-
mooshaw and Abigail his Squaw, Cicely alias Su George the reputed daughter
of old Sagamore George No-Nose, and James Quonopohit and Mary his Squaw,
they being of the kindred as of claymers, considering the arguments of ye se-
lectmen in both townes, are not willing to make trouble to ourselves nor old
neighbors in those two townes aforesaid of Lynn and Reading, &c.,/wee there-
fore, the clayming Indians aforesaid, viz. David Kunkshamooshaw and Abigail
his wife and Cicely alias Su George the reputed daughter of old Sagamore
George alias Wenepawweekin and James Quonopohit and Mary his wife, all
and every of us, as aforesaid, and jointly together, for and in consideration of ye
summe of sixteen poundes of currant sterling money of silver in hand paid
to us Indians clayming, viz. David Kunkshamooshaw, &c., at or before ye en-
sealing and delivery of these presents, by Mr Ralph King, William Bassett,
sen’r, Mathew Farrington, sen’r, John Buwrill, sen’r, Robert Potter, sen’r,
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Samuel Jolmson, and Olliver Purchas, selectmen in Lynn, in ye county of
Essex, in New England, trustees and prudentials for and in behalf of ye pur-
chasers and now proprietors of y¢ Townships of Lynn and Reading, well and
truly payd, ye receipt whereof we, viz. David Kunkshamooshaw, Abigail his
wife, Cicely alias Su George ye reputed daughter of old Sagamore George, and
James Conopohit, of Natick, alias Rumney Marsh, and Mary his wife, doe
hereby acknowledge themselves therewith to be fully satisfied and contented,
and thereof and of every part thereof, doe hereby -acquit, exhonerate, and
discharge ye said Mr Ralph King, William Bassett, sen’r, with all and every of'ye
selectmen aforesaid, trustees and prudentials, together with ye¢ purchasers and
now proprietors of ye said townships of Lyn and of Reading, their heirs, execu-
tors, administrators, and assigns, forever, by these presents have given, granted
and bargained a full and a firme confirmation and ratification of all grants of
courts and any former alienation made by our predecessor or predecessors
and our own right, title and interest, clayme and demand whatsoever, and by
these presents doe fully, freely, clearly, and absolutely, give and grant a full and
firm confirmation and ratification of all grants of courts, and any sort of aliena-
tion formerly made by our predecessor or predecessors, as alsoe all our owne
clayme of right, title, interest and demand unto them, ye said M» Ralph King,
William Bassett, and the rest, selectmen forenamed, trustees and prudentials
for ye towne of Lyn, y¢ worshipfull Mr John Browne, Capt. Jeremiah Sweyn,
and Leiut. William Harsey, trustees and prudentials for ye towne of Reading,
to their heirs and assigns forever, to and for ye sole use, benefit and behoof of
ye purchasers and now proprietors of ye townships of Lynn and Reading afore-
said and all ye said townships of Lynn and Reading joyning one to another,
even from the sea, where ye line beginneth between Lyn and Marblehead,
and so between Lynn and Salem, as it is stated by those townes and marked,
and so to Ipswich River, and so from thence as it is stated betwixt Salem and
Reading, and as y® line is stated and runne betwixt Wills hill, and as is stated
and runne betwixt Reading and Andover and as it is stated betwixt Oburne
and Reading, and as it is stated and runn betwixt Charlestowne, Malden, Lynn
and Reading, and upon the sea from y¢ line that beginneth at Lynn, and Mar-
blehead, and Salem, to divide the towns aforesaid, so as well from thence to
ye two Nahants, viz. the little Nahant and ye great Nahant, as y® sea compass-'
eth it almost round and soe to ye river called Lynn River or Rumney Marsh
River or Creeke vnto ye line from Brides Brook tor ye said Creek, answering
ye line that is stated between Lynn and Boston, from ye said Brides Brook up
to Reading — This said tract of land, described as aforesaid, together with
all houses, edifices, buildings, lands, yards, orchards, gardens, meadows,
marrishes, ffeedings, grounds, rocks, stones, beach filats, pastures, commons
and commions of pasture, woods, underwoods, swamps, waters, water-
courses, damms, ponds, fishings, flowings, ways, easements, profits, privileges,
rights, commodities, royalling, hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever,
to ye said townships of Lynn and Reading and other ye premises belonging,
or in any wise appertaining, or by them now used, occupied and injoyed as
part, parcel or member thereof; and also all rents, arrearages of rents, quit
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rents, rights and appurtenances whatsoever, nothing excepted or reserved, and
also all deeds, writings, and evidences whatsoever, touching ye premises or
any part or parcell thereof.

To Have anp 1o Howup all ye said townships of Lynn and Reading, as
well as the T'wo Nahants aforesaid, ye little and ye great Nahant, as they are
encompassed by y¢ sea with their beaches from ye great Nahant to ye little,
and from the little Nahant homeward where Richard Hood now dwelleth, and
so to Mr Kings, with all y¢ above granted premises, with their and every of
their rights, members and appurtenances, and every part and parcell thereof,
hereby given, granted confirmed, ratified, unto ye said Mr Ralph King, William
Bassett and ye rest selectmen in behalf of Lynn, and y¢ worshipfull Mr John
Browne and y° rest aforenamed, for Reading, all trustees and prudentials for
ye townships of Liyn and Reading, to them and their heirs and assigns forever,
to and for ye sole vse, benefit and behoof of ye purchasers and now proprietors
of ye said townships of Lynn and Reading; and they, y¢ said David Kunksha-
mooshaw and Abigail his wife, and Cicely alias Su George, the reputed daugh
ter of George No-Nose, deceased, and James Quonopohit and Mary his wife,
Indians aforesaid, for themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators, and
assigns, jointly, severally, and respectively, doe hereby covenant, promise, and
grant to and with ye said Mr King, William Bassett, sen’r, and ye rest of Lynn,
and the worshipfull Mr John Browne and ye rest of Reading, trustees and pru-
dentials for ye townes of Lynn and Reading, as aforesaid, their heirs and
assigns, and to the purchasers and now proprietors of ye said townships of
Lyn and Reading, &c., in manner and forme following, (that is to say,) that at
ye time of this graunt, confirmation and alienation and untill the ensealing. and
delivery of these presents, their ancestor and ancestors and they, the above-
named David and Abigail his now wife, and Cicely alias Su George, and y®
rest aforenamed Indians, were the true, sole, and lawfull owners of all ye afore-
bargained, confirmed, and aliened premises, and were lawfully seized off’ and
in ye same and every part thereof in their own propper right, and have in them-
selves full power, good right, and lawfull authority to grant, aliene, confirm,
and assure ye same as is afore described iu this deed, vuto Mr Ralph King,
William Bassett, sen’r, and ye rest selectmen of Lynn, and ye worshipfull Mr
John Browne and ye rest aforenamed, agents for Reading, all trustees and
prudentials for y¢ two townships of Lyn and Reading, to them, their heirs and
assigns forever, for ye use aforesaid, viz. the benefit and behoof of y® purchas-
ers and now proprietors of ye two townships aforesaid, as a good, perfect and
absolute estate of inheritance in fee simple without any manner of condition,
reversion or limitation whatsoever, so as to alter, change, or make void y*
same, and that ye said trustees aforesaid, and ye purchasers and now proprie
tors of ye said townships of Lynn and Reading, their heirs and assigns, shall
and may, by vertue and force of these presents, from time to time and at all
times forever hereafter, lawfully, peaceably, and quietly, have, hold, use, oceu
Py, possess, and injoy, y® above granted, aliened, and confirmed premises,
with ye appurtenances and benefits thereof, and every part and parcell thereof,
free and clear, and clearly acquitted and discharged off and from all and all

E*
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manner of other gifts, graunts, bargaines, sales, leases, mortgages, jointures,
dowers, judgments, executions, fforfeitures, and off and from all other titles,
troubles, charges, incumbrances, whatsoever, had, made, committed, done or
suffered to be done by the said David and Abigail his wife, Cicely alias Su
George and ye rest Indians aferenamed, them or any of them, or any of their
heirs or assigns, or any of their ancestors, at any time or times. And further,
that ye said David Kunkshamooshaw and Abigail his wife, Su George, James
Quonopohit and Mary his wife, &c., their heirs, executors and administrators,
&ec., jointly and severally will and shall by these presents, from time to time
and at all times hereafter, warrant and defend their foregranted and confirmed
premises, with their benefits and appurtenances, and every part and parcell
thereof, unto the said trustees or prudentials forenamed for ye townships of
Lyn and Reading, and their heirs and assigns forever, to and for the sole use
and benefit of y° purchasers and now proprietors in and off ye said townships
of Lynn and Reading, against all and every person or persons whatsoever any
waies lawfully clayming or demanding ye same or any part arparcell thereof.
And lastly, that they, ye said David, and Su George, and James Quonopohit,
&e., their wives or any of their heirs, executors, or admin’rs, shall and will
from time to time and at all times hereafter, when therevnto required, at
ye cost and charges of y° aforesaid trustees and prudentials, their heirs or
_assigns, or ye purchasers and proprietors of ye townships of Lynn and Read-
ing, &c., doe make, acknowledge, suffer, all and every such further act and
acts, thing and things, assurances and conveyances in y° law, whatsoever, for
ye further more better surety and sure making of* ye abovesaid townships of
Lynn and Reading, with ye rights, hereditaments, benefits and appurtenances
above by these presents mentioned to be bargained, aliened, confirmed, vnto
ye aforesaid trustees and prudentials, their heirs and assigns, for ye vse afore-
said, as by the said trustees aforesaid, their heirs or assigns, or y® said proprie-
tors, or by their councill learned in ye law, shall be reasonably devised, advised
or required.

Ivn Wirnvess WHEREOF, y° said David Kunkshamooshaw and Abigail his
wife, and Cicely alias Su George and James Quonopohit and Mary his wife,
have hereunto set their hands and seals, ye day of ye date, being ye fourth day
of September, one thousand, six hundred eighty and six, annoque regni regis
Jacobus Secundi Anglice.

[This deed, it will be seen, was intended to confirm and ratify
previous alienations, as well as to operate as a release or quit-
claim of all the interest remaining in the grantors. The virtue
of the conveyance, however, must have existed mainly in the
release. But the purpose was accomplished in the old-fashion
way, and shows that, as before stated, there were earlier con-
veyances. To this deed the Indian grantors affixed their marks
and seals. The marks of David and Abigail Kunkshamooshaw,
are rude represeniations of a bow and arrow. Cicely alias Su
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George indulges in a modest flourish. And Mary Ponham, alias
Quonopohit, dashes off with a figure that somewhat resembles
an intoxicated X, but which may have been intended for a dis-
guised cross. The more learned James Quonopohit writes his
name in full. On the whole, the signatures do not indicate
remarkable accomplishment in the use of the pen; but fortu-
nately the value of a sign manual does not depend on the
chirography. It is not wonderful that such signatures put
Andros in mind of scratches of a bear’s claw. A slip or two
from the modern-rules of grammar, may have been noticed;
but it is a wise provision that bad grammar shall not damage
a legal instrument if the meaning is apparent. Fac-similes of
the marks are here introduced. They were traced from the
record, which appears to give very careful imitations of the
originals.

¥ F 0k

INDIAN SIGNATURES TO THE DEED OF LYNN.

[The certificate of “ Bartho. Gedney, one of y* Council,” says,
“ All y® persons hereunto subscribed, acknowledged the within
written to be their act and deed, this 31 May, 1687.”

[Since page 49 was made ready, it has occurred to me that
Mr. Lewis, many years ago, stated in one of the papers that an
ancient Indian deed of Liynn lands was in possession of the Hart
family, as late as 1800. If he meant the family of my grand-
father, Joseph Hart, who lived in the old house still standing
on Boston street, west corner of North Federal — the same in
which his unworthy grandson first opened his eyes on this
troublous world —it can readily be imagined what may have
been its fate ; as I very well remember that in my boyhood there
wasg in the garret a large collection of old papers, to which the
boys had free access. The precious document, may, therefore,
have ended its career of usefulness in the merry guise of a kite
tail. Many and many an important document has come to an
end as inglorious.” And there are doubtless numbers still in
existence ordained to a similar fate.]
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TOPOGRAPHY AND PHENOMENA

THERE were but few towns planted in Massachusetts before
the settlement of Lynn. In 1622, a plantation was begun at
Weymouth, In 1624, the Rev. William Blackstone, with his
family, established himself at Boston. [And in the same year,
a fishing and planting station was commenced at Cape Ann.
The famous Roger Conant was appointed overseer, in 1625.
The settlement, however, was broken up in the autumn of 1626,
and Conant, with most of the company, removed from the cape,
and commenced the settlement of Salem. He brought up his
habitation; and intelligent antiquarians affirm that its frame is
still doing service in the quaint old edifice standing on the east
side of Washington street, corner of Church.] In 1625, a
settlement was begun at Braintree; and in 1627, at Charles:
town. On the 19th of March, 1628, the Council in England sold
all that part of Massachusetts, between three miles north of
Merrimack River, and three miles south of Charles River, to six
gentlemen, one of whom was Mr. John Humfrey, who after-
ward came to Lynn.

Lynn is pleasantly situated on the northern shore of Massa-
chusetts Bay, between the cities of Salem and Boston. It
extends six miles on the sea shore and five miles into the woods.
[It will be borne in mind that this was written while Nahant
and Swampscot remained parts of Lynn.] The southern por-
tion of the town is a long, narrow prairie, defended on the north
by a chain of high, rocky hills, beyond which is an extensive
range of woodland. It is surrounded by abundance of water,
having the river of Saugus on the west, the harbor on the south,
the ocean on the southeast, and the lakes of Lynn on the north.
From the centre of the southern side, a beach of sand extends
two miles into the ocean, at the end of which are the two
peninsular islands called the Nahants. This beach forms one
side of the harbor, and protects it from the ocean. When great
storms beat on this beach, and on the cliffs of Nahant, they
make a roaring which may be heard six miles.

Lynn is emphatically a region of romance and beauty. Her
wide-spread and variegated shores —her extended beaches—
her beautiful Nahant—her craggy cliffs, that overhang the
sea— her hills of porphyry —her woodland lakes — her wild,
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secluded vales — her lovely groves, where sings the whip-poor-
will — furnish fruitful- themes for inexhaustible description;
while the legends of her forest kings and their vast tribes —
“their feather-cinctured chiefs and dusky loves,” will be rich
themes of song a hundred ages hence.

Lynn, as it now exists, is much smaller than it was before the
towns of Saugus, Lynnfield, Reading, and South Reading were
separated from it. " It is now, [1844,] bounded on the west by
Saugus, on the northwest by Lynnfield, on the north and east
by Danvers and Salem. The old county road passes through
the northern part, the Salem Turnpike through the centre, and
the rail road from Portland to Boston through the southern
part. The distance to Salem, on the northeast, is five miles;
to Boston, on the southwest, nine miles. It contains 9360
acres, or fourteen square miles; and the boundary line meas-
ures thirty-four miles. It presents a bold and rocky .shore,
consisting of craggy and precipitous cliffs, interspersed with
numerous bays, coves, and beaches, which furnish a pleasing
and picturesque variety. Above these rise little verdant mounds
and lofty, barren rocks, and high hills, clothed with woods of
evergreen, The first settlers found the town, including Nahant,
chiefly covered by forests of aged trees, which had never been
disturbed but by the storms of centuries. On the tops of an-
cient oaks, which grew upon the cliffs, the eagles built their
nests ; the wild-cat and the bear rested in their branches; and
the fox and the wolf prowled beneath. The squirrel made his
home undisturbed in the nut-tree; the wood-pigeon murmured
his sweet notes in the glen; and the beaver constructed his
dam across the wild brook. The ponds and streams were filled
with fish; and the harbor was covered by sea-fowl, which laid
their eggs on the cliffs and on the sands of the beach.

The Indian name of the town was Saugus; and by that name
it was known for eight years. The root of this word signifies
great, or extended; and it was probably applied to the Long
Beach. Wood, in his early map of New England, places the
word “Sagus” on Sagamore Hill. The river on the west was
called by the Indians 4bousett — the word Saugus being applied
to it by the white men. It was called the river af Saugus, and
the river of” Saugus, and finally the Saugus river; the original
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name “ Abousett” being lost until I had the pleasure of restor-
ing it. This river has its source in Reading Pond, about ten
miles from the sea. For the first half of its course, it is only
sufficient for a mill stream, but becomes broader towards its
mouth, where it is more than a quarter of a mile wide. It is
crossed by four bridges — that at the Iron Works being about
60 feet in length, that on the old Boston road about 200, that
on the Turnpike 480, and that on the Eastern Rail Road 1650.
It is very crooked in its course, flowing three miles in the dis-
tance of one. In several places, after making a circuitous route.
of half a mile, it returns to within a few rods of the place whence
it deviated. The harbor, into which it flows, is spacious, but
shoal, and does not easily admit large vessels.

Namant, [which was incorporated as a separate town in 1853,]
is the original name of the peninsula on the south of Lynn,
which has become so celebrated.  [For some account of the
early visits to Nahant, see pages 27—30.] This is probably
the Indian term Nahanteau, a dual word signifying two united,
or twins. This name is peculiarly appropriate, and is an
instance of the felicity of Indian appellations; for the two
islands, like the Siamese twins, are not only connected together
by the short beach, but both are chained to the main land by
the long beach. [I have found it elsewhere stated that Nahant,
in the Indian language, signified “lover’s walk.”] When the
early settlers spoke of the larger promontory, they called it
Nahant; but more commonly after the manner of the Indians,
who talked of both together, they called them ¢the Nahants.”

Great Nahant is two miles in length, and about half a mile in
breadth, containing five hundred acres, and is six and one quar-
ter miles in circumference. It is surrounded by steep, craggy
cliffs, rising from twenty to sixty feet above the tide, with a
considerable depth of water below. The rocks present a great
variety of color— white, green, blue, red, purple, and gray —
and in some places very black and shining, having the appear-
ance of iron. The cliffs are pierced by many deep fissures,
caverns and grottos; and between these are numerous coves,
and beaches of fine, shining, silvery sand, crowned by 'ridges
of various colored pebbles, interspersed with sea-shells. Above
the cliffs, the promontory swells into mounds from sixty to ninety
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feet in height. There are many remarkable cliffs and caves
around Nahant, which are very interesting to the lovers of
natural curiosities.

The Swallows’ Cave is a passage beneath a high cliff, on the
southeastern part of Nahant. The entrance is eight feet high
and ten wide.' Inside, it is fourteen feet wide, and nearly twen-
ty feet in height. Toward the centre it becomes narrower, and
at the distance of seventy-two feet, opens into the sea. It may
be entered about half tide, and passing through, you may ascend
to the height above, without returning through the cave. At
high tide the water rushes through with great fury. The swal-
lows formerly inhabited this cave in great’ numbers, and built
their nests on the irregularities of the rock above; but the
multitude of visitors have frightened them mostly away.

In delineating this delightful cavern, many a vision of early
romance rises lovelily before me,

And presses forward to be in ny song,
But must not now.

It is not allowable for a serious historian to indulge in discur-
sions of fancy, else might I record many a legend of love and
constancy, which has been transmitted down from the olden
time, in connection with this rude and romantic_scenery. Here
came the Indian maid, in all her artlessness of beauty, to lave
her limbs in the enamored water. Here came Wenuchus and
Yawata, and other daughters of the forest, to indulge the gush-
ings of their love, which they had learned, not in the pages of
Burns or Byron, but in God’s beautiful book of the unsophisti-
cated human heart. ‘Here, too, the cliffs now washed by the
pure waves, and dried by many a summer sun, have been pur-
pled by the blood of human slaughter; and perhaps.this very
cavern has sheltered some Indian mother or daughter from the
‘tomahawk of the remorseless foe of her nation. Here also, in
later times, have lovers pledged their warm and fond affections—
happy if the succeeding realities of life have not frustrated the
vision of happiness here formed.

Southward from the Swallows’ Cave is Pea Island, an irregu.
lar rock, about twenty rods broad. It has some soil on it, on
which the sea pea grows. It is united to the Swallows’ CLiff
by a little isthmus, or beach of sand, thirteen rods long.
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Eastward from Pea Island are two long, low, black ledges,
lying in the water and covered at high tides, called the Shag
Rocks. Several vessels have been wrecked on them.

Passing from the Swallows’ Cave along the rocks, near the
edge of the water, to the western side of the same cliff, you
come to Irene’s Grotto—a tall arch, singularly grotesque and
beautiful, leading to a large room in the rock. = This is one of
the greatest curiosities on Nahant, and was formerly much more
so until sacrilegious hands broke down part of the roof above,
to obtain stone for building.

Eastward from Swallows’ Cave is Pulpit Rock —a vast block,
about thirty feet in height, and nearly twenty feet square, stand-
ing boldly out in the tide. On the top is an opening, forming a
seat; but from the steepness of the rock on all sides, it is diffi-
cult of access. The upper portion of the rock has a striking
resemblance to a pile of great books. This rock is so peculiarly
unique in its situation and character, that if drawings were made
of it from three sides, they would scarcely be supposed to rep-
resent the same object.

The Natural Bridge is near Pulpit Rock. It is a portion of
the cliff forming an arch across a deep gorge, from which you
look down upon the rocks and tide, twenty feet below.

Near East Point is a great gorge, overhung by a precipice on
either side, called the Cauldron Cliff; in which, especially during
great storms, the water boils with tremendous force and fury.
On the right of this, descending another way, is the Roaring
Cavern; having an aperture beneath the rock, through which
you hear the roaring of the Cauldron CIliff.

On the northeastern side of Nahant, at the extremity of Cedar
Point, is Castle Rock, an immense pile, bearing a strong resem-
blance to the ruins of an old castle. The battlements and but-
tresses are strongly outlined; and the square openings in the
sides, especially when thrown into deep shadow, appear like
doors, windows, and embrasures. Indeed the whole of Nahant
has the appearance of a strongly fortified place.

Northwest from Castle Rock is the Spouting Horn. Itisa
winding fissure in the lower projecting bed of the cliff, in the
form of a horn, passing into a deep cavern under the rock. The
water is driven through a tunnel, formed by two walls of rock,
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about one hundred feet, and is then forced into the cavern, from
which it is spouted, with great violence, in foam and spray. In
a great easterly storm, at half flood, when the tide is coming in
with all its power, the water is driven into this opening with a
force that seems to jar the foundations of the solid rock; and
each wave makes a sound like subterranean thunder. The cliff
rises abruptly forty feet above, but there is a good descent to
the mouth of the tunnel.

Westward from the Spouting Horn is a large black ledge,
called the Iron Mine, from its great resemblance to that mineral.
It embraces a singular cavity, called the Dashing Rock.

At the northwestern extremity of Nahant, is John’s Peril, a
vast fissure in the cliff, forty feet perpendicular. It received its
name from the following anecdote: John Breed, one of the early
inhabitants of Nahant, one day attempted to drive his team be-
tween a rock on the hill and this cliff. The passage being
narrow, and finding his team in great peril, he hastily unfast-
ened his oxen; and the cart, falling down the precipice, was
dashed in pieces on the rocks below.

Directly in front of Nahant, at the distance of three-fourths
of a mile, on the east, is Hgg Rock, [which is an extension of
the ledge on the eastern side of Nahant.] It rises abruptly
from the sea, eighty-six feet in height. Its shape is oval, being
forty-five rods in length, and twelve in breadth, containing
about three acres. Near the summit is half an acre of excellent
soil covered with rank grass. The gulls lay their eggs bere in
abundance, whence the rock derives its name. The approach
to this rock is dangerous, except in calm weather, and there is
but one good landing place, which is on the western side. Its
shape and colors are highly picturesque. Viewed from the north
it has the semblance of a couchant lion, lying out in front of the
town, to protect it from the approach of a foreign enemy —
meet emblem of the spirit which slumbers on our shores. [lgg
Rock was ceded to the United States in 1856, and a light house
was immediately after erected upon it.” The light was shown
for the first time on the night of 15 Sept. 1857. It would
certainly have been more convenient, and perhaps quite as use-
ful, on the point of Nahant; but its appearance would not have

been so picturesque. The cost of the building was $3,700.
F
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Mr. Lewis exerted himself with a good deal of zeal and pertin-
acity to secure the establishment of this light house.]

‘South of Nahant is a dangerous rock, covered at high tide,
called Sunk Rock. On the western side, at the entrance of the
harbor, is a cluster of rocks called the Lobster Rocks.

Nahant has always been a place of interest to the lovers of
natural scenery, and has long been visited in the summer season
by parties of pleasure, who, when there were no hotels, cooked
their chowders on the rocks. Few of the numerous visitors at
Nahant have any idea of the place in its primitive simplicity,
when its advantages were known and appreciated by a limited
number of the inhabitants of the metropolis and neighboring
towns. Accommodations for visitors were then circumscribed,
and food was not very abundant. A chicken, knocked down by
a fishing-pole in the morning, and cooked at dinner, served to
increase the usual meal of fish, and was regarded as one of the
luxuries of the place. But notwithstanding the inconveniences
to which visitors were subjected, several families from Boston
passed the whole summer in the close quarters of the village.
Hon. James T. Austin, Hon. William Sullivan, Hon. William Minot,
Charles Bradbury, Esq., Rufus Amory, Esq., and Marshall Prince,
were among those who early and annually visited the rock-bound
peninsula with their families. At this time, Nahant did not
boast of a house from Bass Beach round by Bast Point to Bass
Rock. The whole of the space now dotted by luxurious cot-
tages and cultivated soil, was a barren waste, covered by short,
brown grass, tenanted by grasshoppers and snakes. The strag-
gler to Hast Point, Pulpit Rock, and Swallows’ Cave, found his
path impeded by stone walls — while the rest of the island,
excepting the road through the village, was a terra incognita to
all, save the old islanders and a few constant visitors. Subse-
quently, Rouillard opened a house in the village, which accom-
modated the numbers who were beginning to appreciate the
beauties of the place. At this time, no artificial rules of society
marred the comfort of the visitors. There was no dressing for
dinners—no ceremonious calls. No belles brought a ward-
robe, made up in the latest fashion of the day; and no beaux
confined and cramped their limbs with tight coats, strapped
pants, and high-heeled boots. Visitors shook off the restraints
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of society, and assimilated themseives in some degree to the
rugged character of the scenery around them. Parties were
frequently made, and whole days passed by them in the Swal-
lows’ Cave and on the adjacent rocks—the ladies with their
sewing and books, while the men amused themselves in shooting
or fishing, and the children in picking up pebbles and shells on
the beaches. One of the first improvements made at Nahant,
was a bathing-houde at the southern extremity of Bass Beach,
built under the direction of James Magee, Esq., whose name
‘became associated with most of the early improvements. Since
the citizens of Boston took Nahant into their patronage, its
improvement has been rapid, and it now presents the appear-
ance of u romantic town, sparkling in the ocean waves.

Among the benefactors of Nahant, no one is deserving of
higher commendation than Frederic Tudor, Esq., who has built
one of the most beautiful rustic cottages in the country, and
has expended many thousand dollars to improve and beautify
the place, by constructing side-walks, and planting several thou-
sands of fruit and ornamental trees, both on his own grounds,
and in the public walks. He has converted a barren hill into a
garden, which has produced some of the richest and most deli-
cious fruits and vegetables that have been presented at the
horticultural exhibitions.

[In 1860, Mr. Tudor commenced those improvements in the
vicinity of North Spring, or Cold Spring, as it has been indis-
criminately called, which have already added much to its natural
attractions. For generation after generation this locality has
been a favorite place of resort. The little stream which gave
rise to the name has never ceased to leap joyously from its
paternal fountain somewhere in the bowels of the rocky hill,
and unmurmuringly trickle on to add its mite to the waters of
the craving ocean —just as joyously when it fell on the rough
bed of rock that nature made ready for it, as it now does upon
the marble bed, which the hand of art prepared. And may it
not, after these many ages of small but ceaseless contribution,
modestly claim to have performed some service.in the filling
up of the great sea? Here, upon the rough rocks, the parties
of old were accustomed to cook their chowders, made of fish
caught from the abundance that sported at their very feet —
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the drift-wood at hand being sufficient for the fires, and the
sparkling spring supplying all demands of thirst. Under the
shade of the few old forest trees that still remained upon the
upland, the happy visitors partook of their repast, and contem-
plated the glorious scene spread out to view. But art has come
in and shaken hands with nature. And the Maolis (Siloam)
Grounds have conveniences, in the unique erections and well-
ordered appointments, to meet the wants of a genteeler age.

[The most striking of the works of art, in this vicinity, is the
Rock Temple. It is reared upon an elevated ledge, a little
southeast of the old North Spring road, and a few rods above the
ever-dashing waves. Its circumference is about a hundred and
twenty feet, and it consists of eight irregular columns of strati-
fied rock, resting upon bases formed of ponderous concrete
stones, some of several tons weight, supporting an octagonal
roof of heavy timber, covered with bark and other material in
keeping with the rugged appearance of the columns, which are,
including their bases, from twelve to fifteen feet in height,
varying according to the inequalities of the surface on which
they rest. Sundry mythological denizens of the deep, glisten
in gilded honor upon the gables and challenge the study of the
curious. This attractive edifice was reared in 1861.

[The contemplations of visitors who seat themselves in the
Rock Temple, must vary according to their peculiarities of mind,
habits of thought, and education. To some, visions of classic
days will arise — days when philogophy and poetry were taught
amid the inspiring scenes of nature — when the grove, the hill-
top and the sounding shore were schools —and, perhaps, lost
in contemplation, they will glance around for the appearance
of the robed sage appointed there to minister. To others,
weird visions may be suggested — visions of old Druidical days,
when through the open temple of rock the wild winds moaned
as if in solemn unison with the wail of the disturbed spirits
who lingered there — and they, too, lost in contemplation, may
glance around for the shaven priest and bound victim.

[But all who come hither with unstraying thoughts may enjoy
one of the most captivating scenes that nature ever provided
for the eye of man. Inthe quiet sleeping of the ocean, beneath
a cloudless sky — her swelling bosom traversed by white sails,
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scudding in all directions, with the dark trains of steamers
fading away on the horizon, and the sunlight gilding her dan-
cing ripples —he beholds a picture of rare beauty, the effect
of which is vastly heightened by the inland background. The
hills, the woods, the rocks, the habitations, the towering church
spires, the sandy ridge, the distant shore, all lend their charms.
And here the visitor may also sit and witness the stern gran-
deur of the ocean storm—sit tremblingly a-watch, while the
eternal rocks themselves seem to recoil from the asshulting
billows — when by the midnight lightning’s gleam the power-
less ship, perchance, may be discerned dashing furiously onward
to her doom among the jagged cliffs. And may it not be, too,
that during years to come this temple will be resorted to by
lovers on their moonlight strolls. Here may they sit and whis-
per their sweet dreams, with hopes as bright and souls as placid,
as the beams that rock upon the wave. And may their happy
dreams prove verities.]

ROCK TEMPLE, (MAOLIS GROUNDS,) NAHANT.

F= 5
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Little Nahant, is one hundred and forty rods long, and seventy
broad, containing forty acres. It is a hill, consisting of two
graceful elevations, rising eighty feet above the sea, and defend-
ed by great battlements of rock, from twenty to sixty feet in
height. On the southern side are two deep gorges, called the
Great and Little Furnace. Between these is Mary’s Grotto, a
spacious room, twenty-four feet square, and twenty in height,
opening into the sea. ‘It was formerly completely roofed by a
great arched rock; but some of those persons who have no
veneration for the sublime works of Nature, have broken down
a large portion of it. On the north side of Little Nahant is a
fissure called the Wolf’s Cave. :

[Interesting erratic rocks have been observed at Little Na-
hant—on the western side, a boulder of fine pudding stone,
twenty-six feet in circumference; a granite boulder, thirty-six
feet in circumference; a brecciated boulder, thirty-six feet in
circumference, half buried in sand;— on the southern side, a
granite boulder, thirty-four feet in circumference; a split boul-
der, irregular, forty-six feet in circumference ; an irregular brec-
ciated boulder, forty-nine feet in circumference, weighing about
a hundred and sixty tons;— on the summit, near East Point, a
split boulder, forty-six feet in circumference.]

Little Nahant is connected to Great Nahant by Nahant Beach,
which is somewhat more than half a mile in length, of great
smoothness and beauty.

Lynn Beach, which connects the Nahants to the main land,
is two miles in length on the eastern side, and two and a half
miles on the western. It is an isthmus, or causeway, of fine,
shining, gray sand, forming a curve, and rising so high in the
centre as generally to prevent the tide from passing over. On
the western side it slopes to the harbor,and on the eastern side
to the ocean. The ocean side is most beautiful, as here the tide
flows out about thirty-three rods, leaving a smooth, polished
surface of compact sand, so hard that the horse’s hoof scarcely
makes a print, and the wheel passes without sound. It fre-
quently retains sufficient lustre after the tide has left it, to give
it the appearance of a mirror; and on a cloudy day the traveler
may see the perfect image of his horse reflected beneath, with
the clouds below, and can easily imagine himself to be passing,
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like a spirit, through a world of shadows —a brightly mirrored
emblem of his real existence!

It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to convey to the mind of a
reader who has never witnessed the prospect, an idea of the
beauty and sublimity of this beach, and of the absolute magnifi-
cence of the surrounding scenery. A floor of sand, two miles
in length, and more than mine hundred feet in breadth, at low
tide, bounded on two sides by the water and the sky, and pre-
senting a surface so extensive that two millions of people might
stand upon it, is certainly a view which the universe cannot
parallel. This beach is composed of movable particles of sand,
so small that two thousand of them would not make a grain as
large as the head of a pin; yet these movable atoms have with-
stood the whole immense power of the Atlantic ocean for cen-
turies, perhaps from the creation !

There are five beaches on the shores of Lynn, [including
Swampscot,] and sixteen around Nahant. The names of these,
beginning at the east, are Phillips’— Whale — Swampscot —
Humfrey’s — Lynn — Nahant — Stoney — Bass — Canoe — Ba-
thing— Pea Island—Joseph’s—Curlew—-Crystal —Dorothy’s—
Pond —Lewis’s — Coral —Reed —Johnson’s — and Black Rock
beaches. These together have an extent of nine miles, and
most of them are smooth and beautiful. Great quantities of
kelp and rock weed are thrown upon these beaches by storms,
which are gathered by the farmers for the enrichment of their
lands. _

Swampscor is the original Indian name of the fishing village
at the eastern part of the town. [It was incorporated as a
geparate town, 21 May, 1852.] This is a place of great natural
beauty, bearing a strong resemblance to the Bay of Naples. On
the west of Swampscot is a pleasant rock, called Black Will’s
Cliff, from an Indian sagamore who resided there. On the
east is a low and very dangerous ledge of rocks extending into
the sea, called Dread Ledge. The cliffs, coves, and beaches at
Swampscot are admirably picturesque, and vie with those of
Nahant in romantic beauty.

There are numerous building sites of surpassing loveliness,
not only at Nahant and Swampscot, but throughout Lynn; and
when a better taste in architecture shall prevail, and the town
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becomes as highly ornamented by art as it has been by nature,
it will perhaps be surpassed by no town in the Union. I have
long endeavored to introduce a style of architecture which shall
be in harmony with the wild and natural beauty of the scenery —
a style in which the cottages shall appear to grow out of the
rocks and to be born of the woods. In some instances I have
succeeded, but most people have been too busy in other occupa-
tions to study a cultivated and harmonizing taste. When a
style of rural refinement shall prevail — when the hills and cliffs
shall be adorned with buildings in accordance with the scenery
around —and when men, instead of cutting down every tree
and shrub, shall re-clothe nature with the drapery of her appro-
priate foliage, Lynn will appear much more lovely and interest-
ing than at present. [But Mr. Lewis himself lived to see the
day of better taste arrive. The style of architecture has won-
derfully improved within the last twenty jyears. And could all
the elegant residences that are now scattered in every direc-
tion, be gathered into one quarter, they would form an array
which could be equalled by few places out of the leading cities.
Our romantic hills are beginning to be adorned by structures
becoming in style and challenging the admiration of the traveler.
Some of the most beautiful gardens in New England are like-
wise here to be found. Our newly-erected manufactories are
on a far more extensive and durable scale than the old. And
our streets and other public places have been greatly beautified
by the planting of numerous ornamental trees. In short, it
may be fairly claimed that the external progress of Lynn has
kept pace with her moral and intellectual advancement.]

The eminences in different parts of the town, furnish a great
variety of pleasing prospects. ' High Rock, near the centre of
the town, is an abrupt cliff, one hundred and seventy feet. in
height. The view from this rock is very extensive and beauti-
ful. - On the east is the pleasant village of Swampscot, with its
cluster of slender-masts, and its beaches covered with boats —
Baker’s island with its light — the white towers of Marblehead —
and the distant headland of Cape Ann. On the right is Bunker
Hill, with its obelisk of granite —the majestic dome, and the
lofty spires of Boston—the beautiful green islands, with the
forts and light houses in the Bay—and far beyond, the Blue
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Hills, softly mingling with the sky. On tlie north is a vast
range of hill and forest, above which rises the migty summit of
Wachusett. Before you is the town of Lynn, with its white
houses and green trees — the railroad cars gliding as if by
magic across the landscape —the Long Beach, stretching out
in its beauty — the dark rocks of Nahant, crowned with roman-
tic cottages — Egg Rock, in its solitary dignity —and the vast
ocean, spreading out in its interminable grandeur. There too
may be seen a hundred dories of the fishermen, skimming lightly
over the waves—the Swampscot, jiggers, bounding like sea
birds over the billows —a hundred ships, ploughing the deep
waters — and the mighty steamers wending their way to and
from England. The whole is a splendid panorama of the mag-
nificent Bay of Massachusetts. _

Lover’s Leap is a beautiful and romantic elevation near the
northern end of Grove street, and a mile northwest from High
Rock. Itisasteep cliff, on the side of a hill clothed with wood,
one hundred and thirty-three feet in height — that is, thirty-three
feet to the base of the hill, and one hundred feet above. It
furnishes a pleasant view of a large portion of the town.

Pine Hill is half a mile west from Lover’s Leap. It is two
hundred and twenty-four feet in height. The southwestern
extremity of this hill is called Sadler’s Rock, which is one hun-
dred and sixty-six feet high. A small distance northward of this,
is a cliff, by the road side, which was struck by lightning in 1807,
when a portion of the rock, about 12 tons weight, was split off,
and thrown nearly two hundred feet; the bolt leaving its deep
traces down the side of the rock. Asfew rods beyond, where
the road is crossed by a brook, is a flat rock, in which is im-
pressed the print of a cloven foot, apparently that .of a cow or
moose. A stone, lying near, bears the deep impress of a child’s
feet.

Sagamore Hill is a very pleasant eminence at the northern
end of Long Beach, sixty-six feet in height. It slopes to the
harbor on one side, and to the ocean on the other, and has the
town lying beautifully in the baek ground. [Since this was
written Sagamore Hill has become covered by residences, some
of them very fine, and affording charming landscape and marine
views.] Half a mile eastward is Red Rock, which forms a very
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pretty little promontory in the ocean. Many spots in the hills
and forests of, Lynn are beautifully wild and romantic. There
is a delightful walk on the eastern bank of Saugus River, which
passes through one of the loveliest pine groves imaginable. On
the eastern side of this river also is the Pirates’ Glen, respecting
which a legend will be found under date 1658. The view from
Round Hill, in Saugus, is delightful.

There are seven ponds in Lynn, several of which are large,
having the appearance of little lakes. Their names are Cedar —
Tomling’s — Flax — Lily — Floating Bridge — Phillips’s — In-
galls’s. And there is Bear Pond, on Nahant. The first three
of these are connected with Saugus River by Strawberry Brook,
on which are many mills and factories. The margins of some
of these lakes are very pleasant, and will probably, at some more
tasteful period, be adorned with beautiful villas and delightful
cottages. The water in Tomlins’s Pond is sixty feet above the
ocean. Floating Bridge Pond is crossed by a bridge which
floats on the water. It is four hundred and fifty-six feet in
length, and is quite a curiosity, reminding one of the Persian
bridge of boats across the Hellespont.

Springs are abundant — some of them exceedingly cold and
pure, and good water is easily obtained. [William Wood, the
early Lynn settler and author of New England’s Prospect, be-
fore alluded to, was delighted with the water hereabout. He
says, “it is farr different from the waters of England, being not
so sharp but of a fatter substance, and of a more jettie color;
it is thought there can be no better water in the world; yet dare
I not prefer it before good beere, as some have done; but any
man will choose it before bad beere, whey, or buttermilk.”]
There are several fine springs at Nahant, particularly North
Spring, which is remarkably cold, flowing from an aperture
beneath a cliff, into which the sun never shines. [See page
63, for notice of recent improvements in this neighborhood.]
One of the early inhabitants of Nahant, having a violent' fever,
asked for water, which, as usual in such cases, was denied him;
but, watching an opportunity, he escaped from his bed, ran half
a mile to this spring, drank as much water as he wanted, and
immediately recovered. A curious boiling spring, called Hol-
yoke Spring, surrounded by willows, is found in a meadow,



TOPOGRAPHY  AND PHENOMENA. T

near the western end of Holyoke street. Another boiling
spring may be seen in the clay meadow, near the centre of Sau-
gus. There is also a mineral spring in the western part of that
town, near the Malden line.

[But the most noted mineral spring in this region is that
near the eastern border of the town, on the margin of Spring
Pond, which lies within the limits of Salem. The waters are
impregnated with iron and sulphur, and were formerly much
esteemed for their good effects in scorbutic and pulmonary affec-
‘tions. Tt has been popularly called the Red Spring, its waters
having a reddish hue, imparted, probably, by the iron. About
the close of century 1600, Dr. John Caspar Richter van Crown-
inscheldt, purchased the adjacent lands and settled on them,
directing his attention chiefly to farming. He was a gentleman
widely known and of good reputation. The present prominent
Crowninshield family descended from him. At his romantic
retreat eminent personages were sometimes entertained. The
celebrated Cotton Mather, among others, visited him, partook
of the waters of the spring, and in one of his elaborate works
extols their virtues. The situation is delightful. The little
lake, which has received the pretty name of Lynnmere, nestles
so cozily and smiles so brightly between the thickly wooded
hills that it might almost be imagined there had been a compact
that it should be shielded from the wild winds that would agitate
its bosom, in return for the refreshing exhalations it might
send up to renovate the drooping foliage. Upon the western
bank, ywhich rises gracefully to a considerable height, was erect-
ed, in 1810, the edifice long known as Lynn Mineral Spring
Hotel. It was a favorite summer resort; and no inland retreat
could be more charming. There was fishing in the pond, fowl-
ing in the woods, and beautiful drives in all directions.

[In 1847, Richard S. Fay, Esq., purchased the estate and also
many acres of the adjoining territory, and made his summer
residence there. A very large number of foreign trees have
been planted; England and France are represented; the Black
Forest of Germany ; and even Russia and Siberia. There is a
pleasing variety of grove and lawn, pasture and arable ground,
woodland and meadow. And altogether the landscape is one
of uncommon freshness and vigor. In traversing the grounds
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one is forcibly reminded of feudal days and baronial domains.
And if the ivyed walls of an ancient castle could be discerned
peering from some rocky crest across the lake, the illusion
might be complete. There are various historical facts of inter-
ést connected with this pleasant locality, some of which will be
alluded to under dates 1676, 1682, and 1700. At the last date
Dr. Crowninscheldt bought the estate of Elizabeth Allen, of
Salem, which must have lain near his previous purchase, and
which gave him quite an extensive area. Or else a mistake
has prevailed as to the date of his settlement here, and her
deed indicates the period of his first coming. The deed men-
tions buildings, and hence the inference that there were settlers
somewhere in the vicinity of the Popd before the time of its
date. Mr. Lewis elsewhere remarks that Dr. Crowninscheldt,
who was a German, as his name indicates, was the first white
man who settled at the Spring, having built a cottage there,
about the year 1690 ; and adds that at the time he wrote, (1844)
several of the old apple trees, planted by him, were still stand-
ing in the garden.]

Lynn furnishes an admirable study for the geologist. The
northern part of the town abounds with rocky hills, composed
of porphyry, greenstone, and sienite. Porphyry commences at
Red Rock, and passing through the town in a curve toward the
northwest, forms a range of hills, including High Rock, Lover’s
Leap, and Sadler’s Rock. The term porphyry is derived from
a Greek word signifying purple. It is composed of feldspar and
quartz, and is of various colors — purple, red, gray, brown, and
black. It gives fire with steel, and is susceptible of a high
polish; the best specimens being very beautiful, equalling the
porphyry of the ancients. The western portion of the town
comprises ledges and hills of brecciated porphyty; that is, por-
phyry which has been broken into fragments, and then cemented
by a fluid. The porphyry formation continues on through Sau-
gus. Near the Pirates’ Glen. is a ledge, which is being disinte-
grated into very coarse gravel, having the appearance of pumice
or rotten stone. Specimens of clinkstone porphyry are found,
which, when struck, give out a metallic sound. At Lover’s
Leap, and elsewhere, the porphyry seems to be subsiding into
fine hornstone. At Sadler’s Rock, it is of a very delicate purple.
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The hills in the eastern section of the town, including the
ledges and cliffs at Swampscot, consist of a coarse-grained
greenstone, composed of hornblende and feldspar.- In opening
these ledges, dendrites of manganese have been found, beauti-
fully disposed in the form of trees and shrubs. [I have found
numbers of very fine ones, in the vicinity of Sadler’s Rock;
some of them so striking as almost to induce the belief that
nature had in some mysterious way been operating by the pho-
tographic process.] This tract of greenstone extends through
:the town, north of the porphyry hills. In many places it is
beautifully veined with quartz, and other substances. A little
north from the Iron Works, in Saugus, is a great ledge by the
roadside, with a singular vein passing through it, having the
appearance of a flight of stairs. -On.the eastern bank of the
river, southward from the sIron Works, is a wild, tremendous
ledge, from which many vast fragments have fallen, and others
seem ready to topple on the head of the beholder.

The northern section of the town comprises fine beds of sie-
nite, of a grayish color, composed of feldspar, hornblende, and
quartz. It has its name from Siena, in Egypt. It is found in
great variety, from very fine to very coarse, and is used for
building, and for mill-stones. From the presence of iron ore, it
frequently attracts the compass, and occasions much difficulty
in surveying. At one place in the Lynn woods, the north end
of the needle pointed south; and at another, it went round
forty times in a minute.

Granite occurs, but chiefly in roundish masses, or boulders,
composed of feldspar, quartz, and mica. It is not so frequent
as formerly, the best specimens having been used for building.
It is remarkable, that nearly all these boulders appear to have
been brought, by a strong flood from a considerable distance
north; and many of them were left in very peculiar and some-
times surprising positions, on the tops of the highest hills and
ledges. One of these, near the Salem line, rested on the angu-
lar point of a rock, and was a great curiosity, until that rage for
destructiveness, which exists in some people, caused it to be
blown down by powder. Another boulder, fourteen feet in
diameter, weighing full one hundred and thirty tons, lay on the
very summiit of the cliff next east from Sadler’s Rock. It appear-

G
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ed to repose so loosely that a strong wind might rock it; yet
it required fifteen men, with levers, to roll it down. [And this
may have been the rock that tradition avers the enterprising
‘proprietor of the land had discharged from its ancient resting
place, by offering a certain quantity of rum for its removal.
And the fifteen alluded to may have been the jolly topers who
undertook the job. Near the foot of the hill the ponderous
mass formed an indentation that operated usefully as a reser-
voir, supplying the neighborhood, for many years, with excellent
water.] A boulder of breccia, on the boundary line between
Lynn and Saugus, rests on a ledge of breccia of a different
character, and appears to have been removed from its original
situation in the north. It is twelve feet in diameter, weighing
eighty-three tons. On this line also is a still greater curiosity —
a vast rock of greenstone, which appears to have been brought
from its bed in the north, and placed on the summit of a hill,
where it forms a very picturesque object. It was originally
sixteen feet in diameter, weighing two hundred tons; but sev-
eral large portions have been detached, either by frost or light-
ning, perhaps both. It must have been a tremendous torren,
which could have removed rocks of such magnitude, and placed
them on such elevations. [May not such phenomena be referred
to the glacier period?] Many boulders of granite now lie on
the summit of Little Nahant. The cliffs at this place are green-
stone. A conglomerate rock, or boulder of breccia, of a very
peculiar character, lies in the tide, on the south side of Little
Nahant. It is a spheroid, eighteen feet in diameter, weighing
two bundred and sixty tons. Its singular disposition of colors
renders it a great curiosity.

The western and southern portions of Great Nahant are com-
posed of fine and coarse grained greenstones, and greenstone
porphyry. The hills and ledges on the northern side are sienite ;
and on the northeast, they are a coarse-grained greenstone,
blending into sienite. The southeastern portion is composed
of stratified rocks of argillaceous limestone, and argillaceous
slate, variously combined, and traversed by immense veins of
greenstone. ' The rocks, in this part, present a very peculiar
appearance, both in their combination and disposition; consist-
ing of immense masses, and irregular fragments, cracked and
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broken in every direction. Were we to suppose a portion of
one of the asteroids, in an ignited state, to have been precipita-
ted through the atmosphere, from the southeast, and striking
the earth in an angle of forty degrees, to have been shixered
into an infinite number of fragments, it would probably present
the appearance which Nahant now exhibits. There must have
been some tremendous up-heaving to have produced such re-
sults; and it is not improbable that a volcano has more than
once been busy among the foundations of Nahant.

On the northern shore is a vast ledge of pure hornblende, so
very black and shining as to have deceived early voyagers and
founders into the belief that it was a mine of iron ore. A very
curious vein of fine greenstone, two inches in thickness, passes
through this ledge, for more than two hundred feet; in a direc-
tion from southeast to northwest. Hastward from this, the rock
is traversed by veins of various colors, and in different direc-
tions; evidently produced by the action of fire. The primitive
rock appears to have been strongly heated, and to have cracked
in cooling. A fissure was thus formed, through which a liquid
mass was erupted, which again heated the rock, and as it cooled,
formed another fissure in a transverse direction. This was filled
by a third substance ; a similar process followed; and the orig-
inal rock, and the preceding veins, were traversed by a fourth
formation.

At Nahant are found porphyry, gneiss, and hornstone. It also
presents regular strata of foliated feldspar; and, perhaps, the
only instance in New England, in which trap rock exhibits such
parallel divisions. Here also are found jasper, chalcedony, and
agate; with prase, prehnite, chert, chlorite, datholite, dolomite,
quartz, epidote, thomb spar, carbonate of lime, and lignified as-
bestos. At Crystal Beach are fine specimens of crystalized
corundum, probably the only locality of this mineral in the
United States. These crystals are in six-sided prisms, termin-
ated by hexagonal pyramids, half an inch in diameter, and from
two to five inches in length, single and in clusters. Swallows’
Cave is composed of greenstone; Pulpit Rock of argillaceous
slate ; Castle Rock of greenstone; Egg Rock of compact feld-
spar. Mineral teeth are formed by the fusion of pure feldspar.

In Saugus are found most of the rocks common to Lynn.
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Here are rocks of red and green jasper, with antimony and bog
iron ore in abundance. An account of the Tron Works anciently
established here, will be found in the following pages. Lead
ore has also been discovered in the western part of the town.
In the northern part, sulphate of iron is found. Extensive beds
of very fine clay exist near the centte of the town, which have
been wrought into pottery. In 1830,a very singular discovery
‘was made near the old tavern on the west of Saugus River. It
consisted of a mass of very fine and beautiful blue sand, which:
lay in a hard gravel bed, about one foot:below the surface.
There were about eight quarts of it. This sand has a very
sharp grit, yet it is as fine as can easily be imagined, and as
blue as the bluest pigment. Viewed through a magnifying
glass, it appears bright and sparkling, like the finest possible
particles of silver. At Lynnfield, an extensive quarry of serpen-
tine has been opened.

A large portion of Lynn bears strong evidence both of allu-
vial and diluvial formations. That part between the porphyry
hills and the harbor, is chiefly composed of strata of sand, clay,
and gravel, covered by loam and soil. The clay and gravel
vary in thickness from two to fifteen feet. On the borders of
Saugus River are extensive tracts of salt marsh, the mud of
which is from two to twenty feet in depth; and it is probable
that this portion was once covered by the ocean. There are
also evidences that a much larger quantity of water has at some
time been discharged by the Saugus River; and this accords
with an Indian tradition. Just above the Iron Works, the river
diverges toward the west; but a great valley continues toward
the north. Whoever is curious to trace this valley several
miles, may be satisfied that a great flood has at some time
passed through it; and perhaps it was this torrent which
brought the boulders, and swept down the soil which now con-
stitutes the bed of the marshes.

These great tracts of marsh, called by the first settlers Rum-
ney Marsh, are in Lynn, Saugus, and Chelsea. They lie be-
tween the porphyry hills and the sea,and are about a mile in
breadth, and nearly three miles in extent. The western portion
of these marshes are protected by Chelsea Beach, a long ridge
of sand which has been thrown up by the tide, and lies against
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their southern margin. The eastern section is defended from
the sea by the Lynn Beach, which lies a mile distant, with the
harbor inside. Throughout this region of marsh are trunks of
great trees, chiefly pines, imbedded from two to four feet be-
neath the surface, and in a good state of preservation. The salt
water frequently covers these marshes from two to three feet.
Many of these trees lie in a direction from north to south, as if
they had been blown down by a strong north wind, on the spot
where they grew. But that is probably the direction in which
they would have been deposited, if brought down by a great
northern current. Others lie in different directions. If we
suppose these trees to have grown where they now lie, we
have the singular anomaly of a vast forest of great trees, grow-
ing from two to six feet below the high tides of salt water. Nor
will it assist us any to suppose that this forest was protected
from the sea by a great ridge or beach; for a river comes down
from the north, and they must then have grown at a greater
depth beneath fresh water. The probability that they were
brought from their original forest by a great northern current,
is strengthened by the fact that on the west of these marshes is
a great region of mounds of sand and gravel, from twenty to
one hundred feet in height, in digging through which, portions
of trees have been found. Another fact will be interesting to
the geologist, that though all the neighboring hills are covered
with trees, these mounds, though clothed with grass, are desti-
tute of foliage; and William Wood, more than two centuries
ago, describes them as “upland grass, without tree or shrub.”

An alluvion commences at Humfrey’s Beach, and passes up
Stacey’s Brook, beneath which is another fine stratum of clay.
In this tract are some rich peat meadows, which were formerly
ponds. The peat is a formation of decomposed vegetables, and
is dug by a kind of long spade, which cuts it into regular solids,
about four inches square, and two feet in length. It is then
piled and dried for fuel, and produces a constant and intense
heat. A meadow between Fayette and Chatham streets, con-
tains an alluvial deposit of rich black soil, twelve feet in depth.
In digging to the depth of three feet, the trunk of a large oak
was found ; and at the depth of six feet, a stratum of leaves and

burnt wood. In various other places, the fallen trunks of great
a#
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trees have been found, from three to six feet below the surface,
with large trees growing above them. In the north part of
Lynn, and in Saugus, are several large swamps, remarkable for
the great depth of vegetable matter, and for the wonderful pres-
ervation of wood in them. Many acres of these swamps have
been cleared, and several hundred cords of wood taken from
them, and charred into good coal. And still beneath these
depths appears to be a “lower deep,” filled with wood partially
decayed. The whole southern section of the town, also, pre-
sents strong evidences of great geological changes. Whoever
visits Chelsea Beach, which extends westward from Lynn Har-
bor; may perceive that a new beach has been thrown up, outside
the old one; and the appearance gives great confidence in the
Indian tradition, that this beach was thrown up by a great
storm, in a single night. The Lynn Beach was once much far-
ther out than at present; and within it was a swamp, covered
by large pines and cedars, forming an isthmus from Lynn to
Nahant. The beach was thrown up against the eastern shore
of this isthmus, and a succession of great storm tides have driv-
en it in, until the whole isthmus has been submerged by water
and sand. By my own surveys, I find that this beach has moved
five rods within twelve years, and now covers many acres of
marshy ground, which were on the western side. After great
storms, portions of this marsh, covered by the stumps of trees,
frequently appear on the eastern side. This beach has been so
much injured, there is reason to apprehend that the tides may
sweep over and destroy it. Such an event is greatly to be
deprecated, both as it regards its beauty and utility; for the
existence of the harbor depends on its durability. - If the plan
be completed, which I proposed, of making a barrier of cedar,
it may be saved. I hope that public spirit enough may be found,
to preserve this great natural curiosity for the admiration of
future generations. [The sagacity of these observations was
soon verified. - See under date 1851.]

Most of the trees and plants common to New England, are
found at Lynn, and some which are rare and valuable. The
principal trees are white and pitch pine, white and red cedar,
oak, walnut, maple, birch and hemlock. One of the most com-
mon shrubs is the barberry, the root of which is used in dyeing
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yellow, and the fruit is an excellent preserve. [The barberry
is an exotic, called, in England, the pepperidge bush. The early
settlers introduced some plants for which after generations had
no cause to be thankful. Among them were the white-weed
and wood-wax. But the barberry seems to hold a doubtful
rank. As Mr. Lewis remarks, its root is useful in dyeing, and
its fruit affords an agreeable preserve. But its prevalence in
pasture lands was found to be highly detrimental, insomuch that
the law interposed, a hundred years ago, to check its increase.
It however requires such a peculiarity of soil that to this day it
has not spread over a great extent of territory. Even in most
parts of Massachusetts a barberry bush was never seen.] Many
tons of sumach are annually gathered, and used in the manufac-
ture of morocco leather. Whortleberries are very plenty in
the pastures and many hundred bushels are annually gathered.
Blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, and cranberries, are also
common. The forests, fields, and meadows, are rich in the
abundance and variety of medicinal plants, and the town presents
a-fine field for the botanist. [William Wood, while taking a
botanical survey, was so elated as to find plain prose insufficient
for his occasion, and therefore called in the aid of poetry, after
this manner:

Trees both in hills and plaines, in plenty be,

The long liv’d Oake, and mournful Cypris tree,

Skie-towering Pines, and Chesnuts coated rough,

The lasting Cedar, with the Walnut tough

The rosin-dropping Firr for masts in use;

The boatmen seeke for oares, light, neat grown Sprewse,

The brittle Ash, the ever-trembling Aspes,

The. broad-spread Elme, whose concave harbors waspes

The water-spongie Alder, good for nought,

Small Elderne by th’ Indian Fletchers sought,

The knottie Maple, pallid Birtch, Hawthornes,

The Hornbound tree that to be cloven scornes,

‘Which, from the tender Vine oft takes its spouse,

‘Who twinds imbracing armes about his boughes.

Within this Indian Orchard fruits be some,

The ruddie Cherrie and the jettie Plumbe,

Snake murthering Hazell, with sweet Saxaphrage,

‘Whose spurnes in beere allays hot fevers rage,

The diars [dyer’s] Shumach, with more trees there be,

That are both good to use and rare to see.|
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Great numbers of wild birds, of almost every kind, frequent
the woods and waters of Lynn. Numerous sea-fowl afford
amusement to the sportsman; and there is scarcely a bird com-
mon to North America, which does not, at some season of the
year, gratify our ears with its song, or delight our eyes by its
plumage. A great variety of fishes, also, are found in the
waters. Haddock, halibut, cod, bass, and mackerel, are taken
in abundance in boats; and nippers and tautog are caught by
dozens, with hook and line, from the cliffs of Nahant. Hun-
dreds, and sometimes thousands of lobsters are daily taken, in
the proper season, by traps which are set around the shores;
and alewives in abundance are caught in the streams in the
month of May. To give a particular description of all the
animal and vegetable productions, would be to write a volume.
In the coves around Nahant, that very singular vegetable animal,
called the sea-anemone, or rosedfish, is found. They grow on
the rocks in the deep pools, and when extended, are from six
to eight inches in length, furnished with antenna, or feelers,
which they put out to seek for their food; but if touched, they
shrink close to the rock, and remain folded like a rose. On
summer evenings, the meadows exhibit a beautiful appearance,
being illuminated by thousands of firedlies, which appear to
take ineffable delight in enlivening the gloom by their phospho-
ric radiance. One of them in a dark room, will emit sufficient
light to read the finest print.

Some portions of the soil are very fertile, but generally it is
rather hard and acidulous. The pastures produce barberries,
the woodlands grapes; the meadows are filled with cranberries,
the marshes with samphire ; and the fields, when neglected, run
into sorrel. Much dependence is placed upon sea weeds for
the enrichment of the lands; but the soil would be much more
permanently improved’ by the rich mud from the bed of the
harbor. )

The climate of Lynn is generally healthy, but the prevalence
of east winds is a subject of complaint for invalids, especially
those afflicted with pulmonary disorders. That these winds are
not generally detrimental to health is evident from the fact, that
the people of Nahant, surrounded by the sea, and subject to all
its breezes, are unusually healthy. From some cause, however,
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there are a great number of deaths by consumption, Formerly,
a death by this disease was a rare occurrence, and then the in-
dividual was ill for many years, and the subjects were usually
aged persons. In 1727, when a young man died of consumption
at the age of nineteen, it was noticed as a remarkable circum-
stance ; but now, young people frequently die of that disease
after an illness of a few months. Of three hundred and sixteen
persons, whose deaths were noticed in the First Parish for about
twenty years previous to 1824, a hundred and twelve were the
subjects of consumption; and in some years since, more than
half the deaths have been occasioned by that insidious malady.
There is something improper and unnatural in this. It is doubt-
less owing to the habits of the people, to their confinement in
close rooms, over hot stoves, and to their want of exercise, free
air, and ablution. It is owing to their violation of some of the
great laws of nature. To one accustomed, as I have always
been, to ramble by the sea shore, and on the hill top, to breathe
the ocean wind and the mountain air, this close confinement of
the shops would be a living death. Were it not for the social
intercourse, I would as soon be confined in a prison cell as in a
room twelve feet square, with a hot stove, and six or eight per-
sons breathing the heated air over and over again, long after it is
rendered unfit to sustain life. If mechanics find it convenient
to work together in shops, they should build them longer and
higher, and have them well ventilated. The subject of bathing,
too, requires more attention. There are many people in Lynn,
as there are in all other places, who never washed themselves all
over in their lives, and who would as soon think of taking a
journey thfrough the air in a balloon, as of going under water.
How they contrive to exist I cannot imagine; they certainly do
not exist in the’ highest degree of happiness, if happiness con-
sists in the enjoyment of that free and buoyant mind which is
nourished by pure air and clean water. Some of these water
haters, a few years since made a law, that-boys should not bathe
in sight of any house; yet they have furnished no bathing
houses; and there are no secluded places, excepting where the
lives of children would be endangered. Thus they not only
refuse to bathe themselves, but prevent the young, by a heavy
penalty, from enjoying one of the purest blessings and highest
6
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luxuries of existence. Perhaps nothing is more conducive to
health than sea .bathing. I do not wish for a return of the
“ olden time,” with all its errors and absurdities, but I do desire
a return to that simplicity which is born of purity.

The climate here is subject to sudden changes, and great
extremes of heat and cold, being strangely mixed up with beau-
tiful sunlight and horrid storms, moonshiny evenings and long
days of cold rain, bright blue sky and impenetrable fogs. Eu-
ropean poets tell us of the charms of May, and the song of the
nightingale; our pleasant month is June, and the whip-poor-
will is our bird of love. The months of June, July, and August
are usually delightful; and in. October and November we have
the Indian summer. The temperature is then soft and agreea-
ble, and a pleasing haze fills the atmosphere. Sometimes the
sky is ¢ darkly, deeply, beautifully blue ;" and sunset is often
so gorgeously glorious, that the art of the painter cannot por-
tray it. The months of May and September usually abound
with chilly rain storms, and dismal, drizzly days. After these
succeed the two pleasantest portions of the year. The cold
season continues from December to April, and we have snow
in each of these months, from three inches to three feet in
depth. As winter approaches, the forests are arrayed in the
most splendid and beautiful colors; exhibiting almost every
variety of shade, from pale green, and dark brown, to bright
yellow and deep scarlet. Not only are single leaves thus gol-
ored, but whole trees and masses of foliage are vividly tinctured
with the most pleasing and variegated hues. [Many still sup-
pose that these beautiful changes are produced by frost. But
observation shows that they are caused by the ripening of the
foliage. In some species of vegetation the change commences
much earlier than in other. The white maple usually appears
in its gorgeous apparel weeks before the frosts come; and the
same may be said of the white birch and the woodbine.] In
winter, the weather is often, for many days together, exceed-
ingly cold, and the moonlight most intensely brilliant.

The unequal refraction of the atmosphere frequently occasions
peculiar and curious appearances on the water. - Sometimes the
sun, when it rises through a dense atmesphere, appears greatly
elongated in its vertical diameter. Presently it appears double,
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the two parts being connected together by a neck. At length
two suns are distinctly seen; the refracted sun appearing wholly
above the water, before the true sun has risen. I have repeat-
edly seen and 'admired this surprising and exceedingly beautiful
phenomenon. Some critics, because Pentheus saw two suns
rising over Thebes, have drawn the inference that he could not
have been a member of the temperance society; but his vision
might have been merely assisted by refraction:
He saw two suns, and double Thebes appear. — DrRYpEN'S VIRGIL.

This mirage, or loom, frequently causes Nahant, Egg Rock, and
vessels on the coast, to appear nearly twice their natural height,
and sometimes to seem actually elevated in the air, so as to
leave a space beneath them. Portions of the south shore, also,
which are commonly invisible, appear plainly in sight. It was
undoubtedly this effect of the mirage which occasioned the
story of the Phantom Ship at New Haven, and the Flying
Dutchman.

The temperature of Nahant, being moderated by sea-breezes,
80 as to be cooler in summer and milder in winter, than the
main land, is regarded as being highly conducive to health. It
is delightful in summer to ramble round this romantic peninsula,
and to examine at leisure its interesting curiosities —to hear

“the waves rippling the colored pebbles of the beaches, and see
them gliding over the projecting ledges in fanciful cascades —
to behold the plovers and sand-pipers running along the beaches,
the seal slumbering upon the outer rocks, the white gulls soaring
overhead, the porpoises pursuing their rude gambols along the
shore, and the curlew, the loon, the black duck and the coot—
the brant with his dappled neck, and the oldwife with her
strange, wild, vocal melody, swimming gracefully in the coves,
and rising and sinking with the swell of the tide. The moon-
light evenings here are exceedingly lovely; and the phosphoric
radiance of the billows, in dark nights, making the waters look
like a sea of fire — exhibits a scene of wonderful beauty.

[In its more distinguishing features, our sea-shore region
suffers little change in the progress of time. In most places, as
years roll on, population increases, and the devastating hand
of man is constantly changing the aspect of things, so that the
admired scenes of one decade of years are known only as pleasant
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memories in the next. Even here, however, are some evidences
of the success of the general conspiracy against nature. The
birds, to which Mr. Lewis so often and so fondly alludes, have
almost entirely disappeared; and he who would come hither for
sea-fowling will be likely to find his only reward in that moral
discipline which is the effect of disappointed expectation. A sol-
itary note is now and then heard, it is true; but it is more like
the wail of a vexed: spirit than the joyous outpouring of happy
life. But the rugged battlements of rock, and the glistening
beaches, remain as they were in the days of the early visitors.
And above all, old ocean sustains his integrity — whether calmly
sleeping in the summer sunshine, raving in the winter storm, or
rolling dreamily beneath the ruling moon.]

MOONLIGHT VIEW AT NAHANT.

But, however delightful Nahant may appear in summer, it is
surpassed by the grandeur and sublimity of a winter storm.
‘When the strong east wind has been sweeping over the Atlantic
for several days, and the billows, wrought up to fury, are foam-
in% along like living mountains — breaking upon the precipitous
cliffs — dashing into the rough gorges — thundering in the sub-
terranean caverns of rock, and throwing the white foam and
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spray, like vast columns of smoke, hundreds of feet into the air,
above the tallest cliffs — an appearance is presented which the
wildest imagination cannot surpass. Then the ocean — checked
in its headlong career by a simple bar of sand — as if mad with
its detention, roars like protracted thunder; and the wild sea
birds, borne along by the furious wakers are dashed to death
against the cliffs! Standing at such an hour upon the rocks, I
have seen the waves bend bars of iron, an inch in diameter,
double — float rocks of granite, sixteen feet in length, as if they
were timbers of wood — and the wind, seizing the white gull in
its irresistible embrace, bear her, struggling and shrieking, many
miles into Lynn woods! Insummer,a day at Nahant is delight-
ful — but a storm in winter is glorious!

[The grand and picturesque scenery in and about Lynn was
early brought to notice, and hither have long been attracted
the learned, and the most refined of Nature’s devotees. The
historian and poet have delighted to wander amid the woods
that wave and whisper on our sunny hills, and clamber among
the ocean-worn battlements that guard our shores. Within these
pleasant borders have they loved to pursue their favorite
studies ; and, we may fondly believe, some of the most sterling
works that adorn the literature of the age have here received
the inspiration that the magnificent and beautiful in nature
always impart to the cultivated mind. At Nahant, in his pic-
turesque. home, just above the resounding arches of Swallow’s
Cave, Prescott labored on the glowing pages of his Ferdinand
and Isabella, and his Conquest of Mexico; and at his residence
on Ocean street, in Lynn, he wrote the thrilling chapters of
Philip the, Second. At Nahant, also, in the modest mansion
of Mrs. Hood, in the evening shade of the decrepit willows that
yet stand in front of Whitney’s tavern, Mottey spent many and
many a quiet hour in the preparatory studies of his great His-
tory of the Dutch Republic. And the learned Agassiz still
delights, year by year, to come hither and in quietude explore
the mysterious and contemplate the beautiful in nature. At
the unostentatious homestead of Jonathan Johnson, Longfellow
produced many of the charming strains of his world-renowned
Hiawatha; and there, also, he wrote his Ladder of Saint Augus-

tine. And Willis says, “ Some of my earliest and raciest enjoy-
I ‘
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ments, both of driving and writing, were spent at Nahant.” Nor
should it be forgotten that the learned Felton loved to retire
from the halls of Harvard, and here breathe the invigorating air
and bathe in the renovating waters. And as he, in declining
life, found here a delightful field of recreation, so in youth he
found among the rough hills of Saugus, a field of homely toil.
In 1815, when a boy, he came, with his father’s family, to the
corner of Chelsea which belonged, as a parish, to Saugus, the
father filling the humble office of toll-gatherer on Newburyport
turnpike. In winters, young Felton went to the town schools
of Saugus, with one or two exceptions. One winter he attended
the school of Miss Cheever, and another, that of Rev. Joseph
Emerson. At other times he worked at farming. One season
he part of the time rode plough horses at twenty-five cents a
day. Subsequently, he went to school, one quarter, to Mr.
Thatcher, formerly minister of the first parish of Lynn, who
then taught a private school at Malden. There he studied
Latin and read novels till the excitement threw him into a
fever that nearly proved fatal. He afterward went one quarter
to Bradford Academy. Early in the summer of 1822, he went
to Mr. Putnam’s, at North Andover, intending to remain only
one quarter. But Mr. Putnam, finding him a lad of great prom-
ise, urged him, though very poor, to persevere for the attainment
of a college education. He struggled on. And we finally be-
hold him the revered head of the first university in the land.]

SHOES AND SHOEMAKING.

Lapies’ SHoES began to be made in Lynn at a very early
period; and that business has long been the principal occupa-
tion of the inhabitants. Shoemaking is a very ancient and
respectable employment, for we read in Homer, of princes man-
ufacturing their own shoes. They have been made of various
materials — hides, flax, silk, cloth, wood, iron, silver, and gold —
and in great variety of shape, plain and ornamental. Among
the Jews they were made of leather, linen, and wood. Soldiers
wore them of brass and iron, tied with thongs. To put off the
shoes was an act of veneration. The Asiatics and Egyptians
wore shoes made of the bark of the papyrus. Among the
Greeks, the shoe generally reached to the midleg, like what
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we now call bootees. Ladies, as a mark of distinction, wore
sandals —a sort of loose shoe, something like a modern slipper.
Xenophon relates that the ten thousand Greeks, who followed
young Cyrus, wanting shoes in their retreat, covered their feet
with raw hides, which occasioned them great injury. The Ro-
man shoes were of two kinds — the calceus, which covered the
whole foot; and the solea, which covered only the sole, and was
fastenéd with thongs. Ladies of rank wore white, and some-
times red shoes; other women wore black. The shoes of some
of the Roman emperors were enriched with precious. stones.
It was generally regarded as a mark of effeminacy for men to
wear shoes. Phocion, Cato, and other noble Romans, had no
covering for their feet when they appeared in public. In the
ninth and tenth centuries, the greatest princes of Europe wore
wooden shoes, or wooden soles fastened with leather thongs.
In the eleventh century, the upper part of the shoe was made
of leather, and the sole of wood.

The Saxons wore shoes, or scok, with thongs. Bede’s account
of Cuthbert is curious. He says: “ When the saint had washed
the feet of those who came to him, they compelled him to take
off his own shoes, that his feet might also be made clean; for
so little did he attend to his bodily appearance, that he often
kept his shoes, which were ' of leather, on his feet for several
months together.” (Bede, Vit. Cuthbert, p. 243.) [In an old
Saxon Dialogue a.shoemaker says he makes “swyfllers, sceos,
and leather hose.”]

In the Dialogues of Elfric, composed to instruct the Anglo
Saxon youth in Latin, we find that the shoemaker had a very
comprehensive trade. “My craft is very useful and necessary
to you. I buy hides and skins, and prepare them by my art,
and make of them shoes of various kinds, and none of you can
winter without my craft.” Among the articles which he fabri-
cates, he mentions—ancle leathers, shoes, leather hose, bridle
thongs, trappings leather bottles, flasks, halters, pouches and
wallets. (Turner’s Hist. Anglo Saxons, 3, 111.)

In the year 1090, in the reign of William Rufus, the great
dandy Robert was called the horned, because he wore shoes
with long points, stuffed, turned up, and twisted like horns.
These kind of shoes became fashionable, and the toes continued
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to increase in extent, until, in the time of Richard II., in 1390,
they had attained such an enormous extent as to be fastened to
the garter by a chain of silver or gold. The clergy declaimed
vehemently against this extravagance; but the fashion contin-
ued, even for several centuries. In the year 1463, the Parlia-
ment of England passed an act prohibiting shoes with pikes
more than two inches in length, under penalties to maker and
wearer ; and those who would not comply were declared excom-
municate. Hven at a late period shoes were twice the length
of the foot, or so long as “to prevent kneeling in devotion at.
God’s house.” In the year 1555, a company of Cordwainers was
incorporated in old Boston, England. By their charter, it was
ordered, “That no person shall set up, within the said borough,
as Cordwainers, until such time as they can sufficiently cut and
make a boot or shoe, to be adjudged by the wardens . . . that
if any foreigner, or person who did not serve his apprenticeship
in the said borough, shall be admitted to his freedom, he shall
then pay to the wardens £3 2s. 8d. . . . and that no fellow of
this corporation, his journeyman or servant, shall work on the
Sabbath day, either in town or country.” (Thompson’s Hist.
Boston, Eng., p. 82.)

Shoes in their present form came into use in the year 1633, a
short time after the first settlement of this country. ' The first
shoemakers known at Lynn, were Philip Kertland and Edmund
Bridges, both of whom came over in 1635. .[For facts concern-
ing them see under that date.] The business gradually increas-
‘ed with the increase of inhabitants; and many of the farmers,
who worked 'in the fields in the summer, made shoes in their
shops in the winter. The papers relating to the Corporation
of Shoemakers, mentioned by Johnson, in 1651, are unfortu-
nately lost; having probably been destroyed by the mob ixd 1765.
As the first settlers introduced many of their customs from
England, the privileges were probably similar to those conferred,
in 1555, on the Cordwainers of old Boston.

The term Cordwainer, as a designation of this craft, has long
usurped the place of Ladies’ Shoemaker. This word had its
origin from Cordova, a city in the south of Spain, where a pecu-
liar kind of leather was manufactured for ladies’ shoes. The
word.in the Spanish is Cordoban; in the Portuguese, Cordovan;
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and in the French, Cordouan; whencd the term Cordouaniers,
or Cordwainers. [Cordwinder, by the way, is the shape in
which the term appears in the first Colony Charter. The Cor-
dovan leather was tanned and dressed goat skin. Members of
the craft are sometimes called Sons of Crispin. And this arose
from the honor done the calling by that worthy. Several of
the societies of shoemakers, in France and England, early adopt-
ed good Crispin as their patron.] In the eighth century, the
descendants of Alaric, in revenge at being passed by in the
choice of a king, called the Arabians to their aid. They came, .
and Roderic, the last of the Goths, fell in the seven days’ battle,
at Tarik, in 711. In 756, Abderrhaman made himself master
of Spain, and establjshed his caliphate at Cordova. During the
Arabian power, agriculture, commerce, the arts and sciences,
flourished in Spain; and in that period, the celebrated Cordova
leather was introduced. It was similar to what is now known
as°morocco, and was altogether superior to any thing which had
been previously used for the manufacture of ladies’ shoes. It
was at first golored black, and afterward red, by the use of
cochineal.

[The names of the first two shoemakers in the Massachusetts
colony appear in the following extract from the Second General
Letter of the Governor and Deputy of the New England Comn-
pany, dated London, 28 May, 1629, which may be found in the
Col. Recs. vol. I, pp. 404, 405. And the extract may prove addi-
tionally interesting, as explaining, to some extent, the condition
and position of that class of craftsmen. But would not one
of our extensive manufacturers new think that the time when
“divers hydes, both for soles and vpp leathers,” with two men
to work them ¢ vpp in bootes and shoes,” were sufficient for
the country, was a day of rather small things ?

Thomas Beard, a shoomaker, and Isack Rickman, being both recomended
to vs by Mr Symon Whetcombe to receive their dyett & houseroome at the'
charge of the Companie, wee haue agreed they shalbe wt® yov, the Gounor,
or placed elsewhere, as yo* shall thinke good, and receive from yo¥, or by yor
appointmt, their dyett & lodging, for w°t they are to pay, each of them, after
the rate of 10£ p ann. And wee desire to receive a certificate, vnder the hand
of whomsoever they shathe soe dyetted & lodged wtt, how long tyme they
haue remained wt* them, in case they shall otherwise dispose of themselues
before the yeare bee expired, or at least wise at the end of each yeare, to the

H*
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end wee may heere receive payint according to the s? agreemt, The said Tho:
Beard hath in the shipp the May Flower divers hydes, both for soles and vpp
leathers, w°! hee intends to make vpp in bootes and shoes there in the coun-
try. Wee pray yo¥ let Mr Peirce, the mr of the said shipp, viewe the said
leather, & estimate what tonnage the same may import, that soe the said
Beard may ether pay voto yo¥ there after the rate of 4£ p tonn for fraight of
the same, the like for his dyett if there bee occasion to vse any of his comodi-
ties, or otherwise, vpon yor advice, wee may receive it of M* Whetcombe, who
hath promised to see the same discharged. Wee desire also the said Tho:
Beard may haue 50 acres of land allotted to him as one that transports him-
selfe at his owne charge.” But as well for him as all others that shall haue
land allotted to them inthat kinde, and are noe adventurers in the comon
stock, w° is to support the charge of ffortyficacons, as also for the ministrie
& divers other affaires, wee holde it fitt that these kinde of men, as also such
as shall come to inheritt lands by their service, should, by way of acknowl-
edgmt to such from whom they receive these lands, become lyable to the
pformance of some service certaine dayes in the yeare, and by that service
they and their posteritie after them to hold and inherite these lands, we wilbe
a good meanes to enjoy their lands from being held in capite, and to support
the plantacen in genall and peticuler.

[This extract also gives a glimpse of the nature of the tenure
by which it was desired that the class to which Mr. Beard
belonged, should hold their lands. There was nothing very
democratic in it. Of Isaac Rickman, the other shoemaker who
came over in the fleet, nothing seems to be known. He proba-
bly returned in a short time. Mr. Beard was made a freeman,
10 May, 1643, and soon after purchased an estate at Strawberry
Bank, now Portsmouth, where he probably settled.]

At the beginning, women’s shoes at Lynn, were made of
neat’s leather, or woolen cloth; only they had a nicer pair, of
white silk, for the wedding day, which were carefully preserved,
as something too delicate for ordinary use. About the year
1670, shoes began to be cut with broad straps, for buckles which
were worn by women ag well as by men. In 1727, square-toed
shoes, and buckles for ladies, went out of fashion; though
buckles continued to be worn by men till after the revolution.
The soleleather was all worked with the flesh side out. In

1750, John Adam Dagyr, a Welchman, gave great impulse and
notoriety to the business, by producing shoes equal to the best
made in England. From that time the craft continued to flour-
ish, until it became the principal business of the town. Fathers,
sons, journeymen, and apprentices, worked together, in a shop
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of one story in height, twelve feet square, with a fire-place in
one corner, and a cutting-board in another. The finer quality
of shoes were made with white and russet rands, stitched very
fine, with white waxed thread. They were made with very
sharp toes, and had wooden heels, covered with “leather, from
half an inch to two inches in height; called cross-cut, common,
court, and Wurtemburgh heels. About the year 1800, wooden
heels were discontinued, and leather heels were used instead.
[The manufacture of wooden heels was as much a separate
business as last making now is. One of the principal factories
at which they were turned out was on Boston street. I think
they did not go out of use quite so early as would be supposed
from the date Mr. Lewis gives.] In 1783, Mr. Ebenezer Breed
introduced the use of morocco leather; and at the commence-
ment of the present century, two of the principal shoe manufac-
turers, were Mr. Amos Rhodes and Col. Samuel Brimblecom.

Many shoemakers have become eminent. - Nilant has a book
on shoes. Hans Sack wrote fifty volumes of prose. Bloom-
field composed that delightful poem, the Farmer’s Boy, while at
work on his bench, and wrote it down when he had finished the
labor of the day. William Gifford, the editor of the London
Quarterly Review, and the translator of Juvenal, served his
apprenticeship with a cordwainer. John Pounds, of Portsmouth,
while engaged in his daily work, contrived to educate $0me
hundreds of the neighboring children. [Linneeus, the great
botanical classifier, was apprenticed to a shoemaker. And so
was David Pareus, the elder, celebrated as professor of theology
at Heidelburgh. Benedict Baudouin, one of the most learned
men of century 1500, was a shoemaker. And so was Holcraft,
author of The Critic.] In our own country, Roger Sherman, one
of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, was a shoe-
maker; and John G. Whittier left the manufacture of shoes for
ladies’ feet, to make verses for their boudoirs. [But it would,
perhaps, be quite as profitable to cast an observing eye upon
those born in our own community, who have risen from the
shoemaker’s seat to positions conspicuous and honorable. Lynn
can present numerous examples most worthy of imitation. It
is, however, important to distinguish :between those whose
claims rest on mere wealth, which is frequently attained by the
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most ignorant and undeserving, and those who possess that
which is really ennobling — between those whose minds expand
not beyond the ‘circumference of a dollar and those who, by
God’s grace, are more richly endowed.]

Poets, in all ages, have noticed the shoe as an important part
of the dress, especially of a lady. 'Shakspeare bestows an ex-
quisite compliment on the dressing of the foot, when he says —

“Nay — her foot speaks.”
Butler, in his Hudibras, makes the hero of that inimitable poem
pay his devours to his lady-love, in the following terms —
“Madam! I do, as is my duty,
Honor the shadow of your shoe-tie!”
A certain critic, of more learning than good sense, once under-
took to bestow an unusual quantity of censure on two of our
own lines, in the description of a lady’s person —
“But if one grace might more attention suit,
It was the striking neatness of her foot.”
Now we think that every reader of good taste will agree with
us, at least in admiring the idea which these lines are intended
to convey.

Genteel Reader — for I trust I shall have many such—are
you aware that you are now perhaps trampling the industry of
Lynn beneath your feet! . How often are we indebted to those
of whom we think least, for many of our most valuable and
salutary enjoyments. Look at that young lady, who might be
taken by Brackett as a model for one of the graces, reclining in
an easy-chair, with her foot upon an ottoman. See the delicate
shoe which fits as if it were formed by the hand of Apelles!
Shakspeare, in his Romeo and Juliet, says —“I would I were a
glove upon that hand!” How often have I wished —“ O, would
I were a shoe upon that foot!” Perhaps neither she who dis-
plays that elegant foot; nor the many who admire it, think
that much of its grace is to be ascribed to some unknown indi-
vidual on the shores of Lynn. Yet there, by the sound of the
rippling waters, are thousands of men employed in manufactur-
ing all manner of outer vestures for the delicate foot, and as
many women engaged in binding and trimming them. There
the belle of the city may suit both her form and taste with the
newest and most delicately formed style, either for the boudoir
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or ball-room, with its classic shape and its Parisian title — there
the rustic maid may procure the laced buskin which shall add
a new grace to her modest beauty — and there the mother may
find the substantial fabric, adapted to domestic comfort for her
own foot; or the soft tissue, with its congenial trimming of
gossamer and gold, for the foot of her loved little one. So long
as the foot needs to be protected, so long will the manufactures
of Lynn continue to flourish.

ANCIENT FERRY — ROADS — IRON WORKS.

[Conveniences for travel are matters of the first importance
in all new settlements. And of course our fathers soon directed
their attention to the securing of means for communication be-
tween different parts of their own wide-spread plantation and
with the adjacent settlements.

[At times, vigorous discussions have taken place as to the
particular course of the early routes from Lynn to Boston. . It
should be remembered that water communication was much
favored by the early settlers, for land journeys over the primi-
tive roads, in such a rough country, were excessively fatiguing,
and to an extent dangerous. And besides the obstacles of rock,
stump, and quagmire, there long existed an apprehension that
ravenous beasts and serpents would dispute the way. An ac-
credited tradition is mentioned in Felt’s Annals, to the effect
that certain persons from Salem visited Boston soon after its
settlement and were four days on the road. On-the next Sun-
day after their return they had a note of thanks, for their safe
deliverance from the perils and bardships of the journey, read
at the meeting-house. For the crossing of creeks and rivers,
and for inconsiderable coast voyaging, the Indian canoes were
sufficient; and attention was early called to the construction of
shallops suitable for more extended navigation. It is very
likely that passengers were taken to Boston from a point in the
vicinity of Sagamore Hill, as well as from points as far west as
Saugus river. In good weather the passage was pleasant, and
with a fair-wind by no means tedious. But a land route must
have been very soon established, for the water communication
was liable to be interrupted by ice in winter, and rendered haz-
ardous and subject to delays by storms and adverse winds, more
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or less, at all times. In 1639 the General Court granted to Gar-
ret Spencer “the fferry at Linn, for 2 yeares.” . And this was no
doubt a ferry established between Needham’s Landing, just be-
low Chase’s mill, in Lynn, and Ballard’s Landing, in East Saugus,
and was a very great convenience for passengers to and from
‘Boston.

[It is not easy to determine exactly the direction which the
first road took. And it is highly probable that before the bridge
over Saugus river was built, two or three routes from settled
parts of the town, to fording places, existed ; nor is it improba-
ble that these were struck out almost simultaneously.

[I am satisfied, from examination, that one of the most ancient
of these routes was along the foot of the hills, north of Boston
street. From the northern termination of Federal street it fol-
lowed Walnut to the bend where Holyoke joins. Thence it
proceeded, by Holyoke street, along the margin of what was
formerly called Pan Swamp, a comparatively waste territory,
though making some pretension to the dignity of a cranberry
meadow ; but which has been reclaimed and now forms the
beautiful interval lying on the north of the street last named.
It followed the upland curve, crossed the busy little stream
called Beaver Brook, and, passing perhaps a furlong west of
the late farm residence of Rev. C. C. Shackford, came out at the
point where the road leading to the Saugus woolen factories
diverges from the old highway between Lynn and Lynnfield.
There this ancient way, without following either of the present
roads, kept on to a fording place considerably above the roman-
tic site which was subsequently occupied by the Iron Works,
so famous in early colonial history. And from the fording place,
it probably swept off for Boston through the vicinage of Malden
.and Medford. Into this road, undoubtedly, at different points,
other roads from the scattered neighborhoods of Lynn entered.
In support of the belief that an ancient and important way pur-
sued the direction here indicated, it may be mentioned that
some of the first and most prominent settlers are found to have
located along the course. Richard Sadler, one of the very early
comers, and who was the first Clerk of the Writs — an official
with duties somewhat analogous to those of Town Clerk —lived
just at the junction of Walnut and Holyoke streets — the lofty



ANCIENT FERRY — ROADS — IRON WORKS, 95

cliff known as Sadler’s Rock deriving its name from him. Nich-
olas Brown, Samuel Bennett, and Adam Hawkes, who were also
among the early planters, pitched their tents considerably to,
the northwest of Mr. Sadler. And it is quite certain that in the
territory above the Iron Works there were settlers while the
town was in its very infancy. The renowned Thomas Dexter
sat himself down there ; and the very first deed on our county
records is one given by him, in 1639. And furthermore, on a
pleasant afternoon during the last autumn, I took an opportunity
to examine almost the whole of the route from Holyoke street
to the river, and was surprised at the clear evidences of an an-
cient settled way. Remains of the old wall are clearly distin-
guishable, on either hand, for considerable distances, and here
and there appear sites that bear unmistakable marks of ancient
occupancy. It is perfectly plain that it was not a mere cart-
way, laid out for the convenience of drawing wood. And
observation indicates that there may have been a branch di-
verging from this road, at about the point where Myrtle street
intersects Holyoke, running along under the hills, by Oak street,
and joining again, perhaps half a mile northwest of the old Dun-
geon Gate, which was near Henry B. Newhall’s farm house; or,
possibly, continuing on to another fording place.

[But tlere may have been another route to Boston, as early.
The present Boston street was a traveled way soon after the
settlement commenced. When the traveler struck the river by
this route, which he must have done at a point just about where
the street now strikes it, if no means were at hand by which he
could cross, he pursued his way up, on the eastern side, the
road running along the most level upland near the river. At
a fording place he crossed, and proceeded on toward Boston,
either by coming down on the west side to a point nearly op-
posite where he turned up, thus making a detour of perhaps
three miles, and then following a road along the margin of the
salt marshes; or, by taking a broader and more westerly sweep
from the fording place.

[In October, 1631, Governor Winthrop, accompanied by sev-
eral official dignitaries, left Boston, and traveled “on foot to
Saugus, and the next day to Salem, where they were boun-
tifully entertained by Captain Endicott.” And the day after
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“they. returned to Boston by the ford at Saugus river and so
over at Mistick.”

[It will be observed in regard to these routes, that they are
supposed to have been traveled before the establishment of the
Iron Works, which went into operation in 1643. And the
bridge at the Boston street crossing was built about four years
before. After the bridge was completed, travelers, of course,
nearly abandoned the fording places. It is well, also, to bear
in mind that the travel, in those days, was quite limited. At-
tendance on the General Court was one of the chief necessities
that called men to the metropolis. While the Iron Works were
in operation, which appears to have been, to some extent, till
1683, the road just spoken of as running up the east side of the
river, from Boston street, was undoubtedly much used. The
manufactured articles, however, were, in all probability, trans-
ported chiefly by water; for whoever takes notice of the posi-
tion in which the Works stood, will at once conclude that
convenience for loading the little vessels was a prominent
object.

[So much is said elsewhere in this volume concerning these
Iron Works that little should be said here. It is certain that Mr.
Lewis felt a very great interest in their history. And, i;ideed,
the public records show that the colonial authorities deemed
their establishment a matter of great importance. On the after-
noon spoken of, after carefully traversing the route up from
Boston street; through the still wild and beautifully diversified
region, where one is forced at almost every step to linger and
admire, I came to a halt in the romantic vale where the old
Works were seated. Borrowing a pickaxe from one at work
in the neighborhood I lustily applied it to one of the‘mounds
of scoria, or cinder banks, as they are called. The labor, and
object, to be sure, were humble in comparison with those of
Layard at Nineveh, but a fact of no little interest was verified.
Sufficient mould has accumulated, during these two centuries,
to sustain a respectable garniture of grass; but even the casual
passer would hardly mistake themfor natural hillocks. It is
really remarkable that in a neighborhood which has been well
populated for generations, so many tons of these relics should
remain heaped up, just as the sooty workmen left them two
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hundred years, ago. Certainly scores, and probably hundreds,
of tons, of those which remained nearest the river, were, how-
ever, removed many years since. They were boated down and
sunk at the dam at the Boston steet crossing. It was imagined -
that they would form the best material for preventing the pas-
sage of eels, which are troublesome sappers; but they did not
prove to be of much value. Still, as they can easily be removed
it may not be long before some other use is found for them.
The unsentimental hand of improvement or speculation may be
suddenly extended, and in a day scatter them, so that a few
years, hence the mining river or delving ploughshare will be
looked to for the recovery of specimens wherewith to enrich
the cabinets of the curious. Whether the Iron Works were, on
the whole, successful, it is not easy to determine; in some
respects, they undoubtedly were. A prejudice early arose
against them, founded on the singular apprehension that their
great .consumption of wood might ultimately produce a scarcity.
of fuel: This will hardly be belived ; yet it was so. The under-
takers found themselves, from various causes, involved in pro-
tracted lawsuits, and a good portion of their profits vanished
in the corrosive atmosphere of the courts. Law is expensive
as a luxury. And those who freely indulge in it may consider
themselves on the high road to ruin. Yet, as a remedial agent,
it is occasionally useful if not necessary.

[These ancient works must have presented a highly pictur-
esque appearance, seated down there between’the densely wood-
ed hills, the smoke curling up among the trees, and at night the
red glare of the furnace fires streaming over the dark river,
lighting up the thickets beyond, and perhaps revealing the
dusky form of some skulking Indian or prowling beast; to
say nothing of the roving devils which the lively imaginations
of our good fathers discovered in every quarter where there
were pious men and women to affright and harrass. But the
Iron Works were destined before many years to have their
final account closed — the clink of the hammer ceased, the fire
of the forge went out, and the begrimmed workmen departed.

[Tt may be mentioned that there are traditions confirming the
existence of the old roads here spoken of. A worthy yeoman
who lives on the eastern border of Saugus, with considerable

I 7
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assurance informed me that the ancient mail route lay through
the strip of woods running north from Boston street and imme-
diately on the east of Saugus river. He learned this from family
tradition. And it is through these woods, it will be observed,
that the old roads are supposed to have run, with the exception
of the branch by Oak street. It is by no means unlikely that
while the Iron Works were in operation, there was considerable
correspondence carried on with Boston and Salem ; and it is not
at all improbable that a post-rider may have pursued that route,
* delivering letters and retailing news by the way ; for it will be
remembered that there were no newspapers in America af that
time. And when some great historical romancer shall arise, we
shall see those ancient post-riders conspicuously figuring.

[The ferry from Needham’s Landing, in Lynn, to Ballard’s
Landing, in Saugus, has been already mentioned. It must have
been a great accommodation, to several neighborhoods, even
after the bridge was built. But it does not appear to have been
long kept in operation.

[Perhaps a word should be said regarding the routes eastward.
These are not now so easily traced, for reasons that will suggest
themselves to the reader. The first, appears to have followed
along the foot of the hills, northeasterly, from the end of Fed-
eral street, being, in fact, a continuation of that first described as
running through Walnut and Holyoke streets. From this, at a
later period, a branch ran through the Mineral Spring grounds,
and after pursuing a devious course probably joined another
road that came in from Salem and Marblehead, through Swamps-
cot and Woodend. By the record book of Salem grants, it
appears that that town granted “to Leiftenant davenport about
2 acres of Land lying on the west side of Butt brook, not farr
from the place where the way goeth over to Lyn.” This was
in 1638. And Butt Brook took its name from a family of the
name of Butt who lived near it. It is now called Tapley’s
Brook.

[It would he interesting to say something of the highways
as they appeared in succeeding years. But perhaps sufficient
will appear in the following pages. Our roads, at the present
time, are quite famous for their excellence, being broad, level,
and bard. And should one of the old settlers be permitted to
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arise and perambulate them, how would he be astonished at
their perfection and at the elegance of the edifices that adorn
them. But more than all would he be astonished at the variety
and style of the vehicles by which they are traversed, and the
multitudes of the merry sons and daughters of his sedate con-
temporaries who in strange and extravagant apparel throng
them. It would be interesting, too, to trace the progress of ifn-
provement in the modes of travel, were there not so many other
matters of seemingly more importance pressing forward for no-
tice. Going back to the time when wheeled carriages were
hardly known here for purposes of mere travel, we might see
the old gentleman sally forth upon the back of ploddmg dobbin,
with the good dame seated upon her pillion behind him. And
years after, when population had increased sufficiently to induce
public-spirited individuals to establish conveyances for the con-
venience of the public and their own profit, might be seen
awkward and rickety vehicles lumbering alonb, at protracted
and uncertain intervals, and at a pace, extraordinarily rapid for
the time, perhaps, but yet such as would lead the ambitious
pedestrian of our day to decline their services, if he were in
haste. Still further on appears the jolly stage-coach, which, for
80 many years, held its supremacy —at first an unseemly and
uncomfortable affair, literally a “slow coach ”— and then, light,
tasty and as rapidly moving as emulous horses and aspiring
Jehus could make it. What a bright spot will the stage-coach
occupy in history — what a bright spot does it already occupy
in poetry and romance. But the railroad came,+and with a
trinmphant whistle drove it from the track. A day of reckoning,
however, may be in store for that arrogant intruder. Its gilded
sides and' velvet cushions, its sleeping and its smoking cars,
may not be competent to save it from a mortifying end through
the agency of some yet uninvented traveling machine — some
wonderful offspring of art and science, that will exultingly send
it screaming away to that oblivious depot whither are dis-
patched all the used-up things of earth.

[Hardly any thing has a more direct and material effect on
the prosperity of a place than the public ways. And we often
see how suddenly and essentially the laying out of a new way
affects a particular neighborhood. All sections of Lynn had a
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sprinkling of inhabitants at an early period. But for more than
a hundred and fifty years, or till the opening of the turnpike
between Boston and Salem, in 1803, Boston street remained the
great thoroughfare. Here was the principal public house, and.
the post-office ; here resided most of the leading citizens, and
here the chief business was done. But when the turnpike was
completed, the scene changed, and population and business
began to concentrate at other points. The postoffice was re-
moved to the southern end of Federal street, and the Common
and eastern sections were favorably affected. And the present
generation very well remember how materially the construction
of the steam rail-road, in 1838, operated in building up some
neighborhoods and damaging the prosperity of others —how
rapidly, for instance, it made the old stone walls in the vicinity
of Central Square disappear and cow pastures and gardens come
in requisition for building lots. It is fit to allude to these mat-
ters in this connection, though in view of what will hereafter
be said, no extended remarks are required. Almost the whole
history of a place is involved in a history of its public ways.]

PECULIAR CUSTOMS AND DOINGS IN RELIGIOUS MATTERS.

Anonc the early settlers of Lynn were some persons of high
reputation, and most of them appear to have been men of good
character, and of comfortable property. There is no evidence
that any of them had abandoned the Church, or been persecuted
for their opinions, with the exception of the Rev. Stephen Bach-
iler, and the few persons in his connection. Governor Winthrop,
who came over with them, begins his journal on “Easter Mon-
day,” which Mr. Savage says was “duly honored;” and it is
not until nearly five years after, that we catch a glimpse of his
Puritanism, when he begins to date on the “eleventh month.”

The great body of the first settlers of Massachusetts were
members of the Church of England. After they had gone
aboard the ships, they addressed a letter “To the rest of their
brethren in and of the Church of England,” in which they say:
“We desire you would be pleased to take notice of the princi-
pals and body of our Company, as those who esteem it our honor
to call the Church of England, from whence we rise, our dear
Mother; and cannot depart from our native country where she
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specially resideth, without much sadness of! heart, and many
tears in our eyes; ever acknowledging that such hope and part
as we have obtained in the common salvation, we have received
it from her bosom.”. Prince, who stands in the first rank of our
historians, says: “ They had been chiefly born and brought up
in the national Church, and had, until their separation, lived in
communion with her; their ministers had been ordained by her
bishops, and had officiated in her parish churches, and had made
no secession from her until they left their native land.” The
author of the Planter’s Plea, printed in 1630, says: “It may be
with good assurance maintained, that at least three parts out
of four, of the men there planted, are able to justify themselves
‘to have lived in a constant course of conformity unto our Church
government.” Morton, in his Memorial says, when the minis-
ters were accused, “ They answered for themselves; they were
neither separatists nor anabaptists; they did not separate from
the Church of England, nor from the ordinances of God there}
and the generality of the people did well approve of the minis-
ters’ answer.” Backus, who had no partiality for the Church,
but who could, nevertheless, speak the truth, says: “The gov-
ernor and company of the Massachusetts colony held communion
with the national church, and reflected on their brethren who
separated from her.” Mr. Hubbard, who was well acquainted
with many of them, says: “They always walked in a distinct
path from the rigid separatists, nor did they ever disown the
Church of England to be a true church.” The Puritans of Ply-
mouth colony, were the “rigid separatists,” and they continued
a separate government until the year 1692. Some historians
have confounded these facts, and thus misled their readers.
[Had Mr. Lewis thoroughly examined and maturely consid-
ered this subject, I am sure he would not have left the foregoing
just as it is; for without explanation it is likely to lead the
mind of the reader who is not acquainted with the ecclesiastical
'history of the times in some of its minuter details, to an errone-
ous conclusion. Does it not appear as if he would have it un-
derstood that the settlers, generally, were Episcopalians, or
Churchmen, in the sense now given to those terms? And that
being so, would it be impertinent to ask how it happened that
they made no attempt to establish a churchly mode of worship
I#
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here, but immediately set about forming Congregational socie-
ties on the broadest principles of Indepéndency — how it hap-
pened that they rejected the liturgy of the Church and prohib-
ited by law some of her cherished observances? They gloried
in the name of Puritan as distinguishing from Churchman,
They levied taxes for the support of Congregational worship.
They enacted a law forbidding that any one not in regular
standing with some Congregational church should be entitled
to vote or even be permitted to take the freeman’s oath. They
re-ordained, according the Congregational form, some who had
received Episcopal ordination at home, and persecuted the few
ministers of the Church who from time to time appeared among
them and refused to recant their Episcopal vows. It is true,
that in the outset there was a marked difference between the
Plymouth and Massachusetts settlers. But that difference had
been obliterated long before the political union of 1692. And
an accomplished historian, says that “ wherever the Independ-
ents possessed power, as in New England, they showed them-
selves to be as intolerant as any of their opponents.” If all the
inhabitants of Lynn, excepting Mr. Bachiler and his six adherents,
were Episcopalians, how happened it that they at once zeal-
ously lent him their aid in forming the church here? Good
Churchmen would as soon have thought of fraternizing with
Hugh Peters as Mr. Bachiler. His ardent temperament and
remembered wrongs led him to manifest such envenomed oppo-
sition to the Church that it is not clearly seen how her devout
children could have been attracted to his fold.

[But our difficulties will very much lessen if we bear in mind
the fact that there for some time existed in the Church itself a
considerable Puritan element —that Episcopacy, even, for a time
was not made a test— that some high ecclesiastics were in-
clined to a Presbytery, and others to Independency or Congre-
gationalism. Nor was it till the vigorous arm of Laud interposed
that the integrity of the Church was restored. At the time the
Massachusetts emigration commenced there were many decided
Puritans in the Church, some of the more sanguine of whom
had probably once hoped to -Puritanize her, and who were yet
fond of calling her their “ dear mother.” They had not been op-
presséd, and had no ground for complaint. Many of these came
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over with the “rigid separatists.” And were it not in accord-
ance with the recognized tendency of the human mind to pro-
ceed to extremes when it recedes from an established order, we
might well be astonished at the apparent delight some of them
took, when safely here, in heaping indignities upon the very
name of their *dear mother.” It will be instructive to those
who have never given this subject much attention, to present
an illustration or two of their seéming disposition to proceed
.as far as they decently could in raising and fostering prejudices
against the Church.

[The Church had always observed Christmas as the most note-
worthy festival of the year — it was the anniversary of the natal
day of the great founder of our faith— the anniversary of an
event which the very angels of heaven came down to celebrate—
those sinless spirits whose majestic anthem rang over the starlit
plains of Judea, and being taken up by the Church had been
continued on through all the centuries. But her ¢ children”
here in these western wilds thought fit to turn their backs upon
her holy example. They went to the extent of forbidding, by
law, the observance of Christmas. Whoever abstained from his
ordinary labor on that day, subjected himself to the liability of
being punished for a misdemeanor.

[The Church regarded matrimony as a religious rite. They
did not elevate it to the position of a sacrament but invested it
with a peculiar sanctity. But in Massachusetts, from an early
date, ministers were not allowed to perform the wedding cere-
mony. Magistrates and special appointees alone could discharge
the agreeable duty. It was not till 1686 that the present cus-
tom of authorizing ministers to solemnize marriages became
‘established. Reducing it to-the incidents of a mere civil con-
tract was no doubt the occasion of divers evils. And it is not
remarkable that the effect was so long felt that even in 1719 the
Boston ministers testified that weddings were times of* “ riotous
irregularities.”

- [The prayers for the dead and the whole burial service of the
Church were solemn and affecting.  But our good fathers would
not have even prayers at funerals. The first time that such a
thing occurred in the colony, appears to have been in August,
1685, and the funeral was that of Rev. Mr. Adams of Roxbury.
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And the distasteful custom was of very slow growth. I have,
indeed, seen it somewhere stated that a prayer was never made
at a funeral in Boston, before 1766 ; meaning, of course, among
such as adhered to puritanical principles. It could not, how-
ever, have been exactly so, for a Boston newspaper, printed in
1730, speaking of the funeral of Mrs. Sarah Byfield says, “ Be-
fore carrying out the corpse, a funeral prayer was made by one
of the pastors of the Old Church, which, though a custom in the
country towns, is a singular instance in this place, but it is
wished may prove a leading example to the general practice
of so Christian and decent a custom.” There was a law passed
in 1727 forbidding funerals on Sundays, excepting in extraordi-
nary cases, or by special leave. These things show how little
sanctity our Puritan fathers attached to the burial of the dead.
And, following upon this, it is found that, especially during
the first half of the last century, there was often great parade
made at funerals, particularly those of the rich. Gloves, gold
rings, hat-bands, and mourning scarfs, were frequently presented
to those in attendance. Near friends acted as bearers, carrying
the body on a bier on the shoulders, there being relays as occa-
sion required. In the procession males and females did not
walk together, but those of the sex of the deceased walked
nearest the remains. Officers with staffs and mourning badges
accompanied the procession. On the return from the grave, a
liberal entertainment was served, at which wines and intoxi-
cating liquors, pipes and tobacco were freely provided. And
too often the drinking led to shameful rioting. Could they
have been guilty of such proceedings had they first engaged in
the solemn services appointed by the Church for such affecting
occasions? Lechford, writing in 1641, says: “ At burials, no-.
thing is read, nor any funeral sermon made, but all. the neigh-
borhood, or a good company of them, come together by tolling
of the bell, and carry the dead selemnly to his grave and there
stand by him while he is buried. The ministers are most com-
monly present.” This was written before the more extravagant
customs began to prevail. But a most remarkable thing about
it is how those good old divines who, if they had a passion it
was for delivering sermons, could have let such golden oppor.
tunities pass unimproved.
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[And this leads to a remark or two concerning public worship.
The Church considered the sermon, that being merely the ex-
pression of one man’s views of religious truth and duty, as of
minor importance —a mere appendage to the worship. The
reading of the Scriptures, the prayers, the psalms, the anthems,
the solemn litany, formed the important part of the services.
At first, indeed, the sermons were not delivered during the
hours of worship, but.at different times, of which notice was
given. And though it was censurable not to attend worship,
absence at sermon-time was no ground for formal complaint —
excepting, perhaps, in the mind of the preacher himself. But
those docile children of that “dear mother,” when they found
themselves safe in this western Canaan just reversed matters.
They made the sermon the leading feature at the sanctuary,
which they preferred to call a meeting-house, rather than a
charch, and reduced the little semblance of worship they re-
tained, to a mere appendage to the sermon. The Congrega-
tional societies of the present day have widely departed, in
almost every respect, from the usages of those of earlier time.
But is it not true that, as a general rule, they still adhere to the
old way of giving the sermon an undue prominence — of making
their sanctuaries rather houses of preaching than houses of
prayer or places of worship? Without a liturgy, it is perhaps
difficult, if not impossible, to satisfactorily obviate this. It
seems almost necessarily to follow from the Congregational
mode — from all modes where the extemporary element prevails
and the worship cannot be responsive. A new order of things
seems, however, to be slowly coming about. Some societies,
feeling a pressing need, have recently instituted the vesper
service, as it is called, and a few others have actually adopted
liturgies.

[It appears by a writer who will presently be quoted, that
they did not always have even a prayer at their Sunday services.
And the Bible was not read. Such a thing as the reading of the
Bible in a New England Congregational meeting-house was hard-
ly known before the first part of the last century, save in a few
instances, where the ministers, having been bred in the Church,
could not bring their minds at once to dispense with what
they had been taught was a matter of the first importance. As
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early as 1699, however, Rev. Mr. Colman, of Boston, read it in
his church. And he even repeated the Lord’s prayer, after an
introductory one of his own. DBut many were strongly preju-
diced against his innovations. The Ratio Discipline says that
in 1726, the practice of reading the sacred volume had obtained
in many churches without giving offence. It does not appear
when the Scriptures began to be read in the church at Lynn.
But the First Church of Salem adopted the custom in 1736. 1t
was not, however, till many years after, that the other churches
of that place followed her good example —the Tabernacle in
1804 and the South Church in 1806. The neighboring church
of Medford, in 1759, voted “to read the Scriptures in the con-
gregation.” Mr. Holmes thus remarks, 1720, in relation to the
discontinuance of the reading of the Bible at public worship by
the Puritan churches: “ Why this practice should be discontinued
by any of the disciples of Jesus, I see 10 reason. I am persua-
ded it cannot be alleged to be any part of our reformation from
popish superstition.” But what other reason had they to allege—
excepting, perhaps, that their * dear mother” made almost con-
tinuous use of the sacred Word in her services ?

[The Church had always deemed it honorable to have her
sanctuaries in as impressive and beautiful a style of architecture
as circumstances would allow, and so appointed as to impart to
the mind a due sense of the sanctity of God’s house. This,
besides showing a becoming respect for sacred things, was
surely to be approved; for the loftiest impressions are perhaps
as often conveyed to the mind through the medium of the sight
as any other sense. And the proprieties of the sacred precincts
were carefully looked to. Kneeling was the required attitude
in prayer. The music was that best adapted to inspire devo-
tional feelings and accord with the passing season. The solemn
measures of the Lenten days and the joyous Easter strains were
calculated to lead the devout mind to contemplations the most
fruitful of spiritual good. The ancient chants which, century
after century, bad formed a stirring portion of the service,
swelled, in concert with the deep organ harmony, through the
cathedral arches and in the humble church upon the village green.
And the chimes from her gray towers called many a wandering
thought from the cares and vexations of the world to rest and



PECULIAR CUSTOMS AND DOINGS IN RELIGIOUS MATTERS. 107

holy meditation. But with what eye did those severely matter-
of-fact Puritan settlers view these things— things that their
«dear mother” deemed important adjuncts in sustaining the
religious character in her children? They would not recognize
the forty Lenten days, but instituted, by civil appointment, an
annual fast of a single day; and Easter became an unknown
season. The organ was to them an instrument of heathenish
device, and chanting an old mummery. At prayer, instead of
humbly kneeling, they stood ostentatiously erect. Their meet-
ing-houses, even where means were abundant, were but rude
structures, often surmounted by some strange image, as if in
mockery of the cross, that emblem with which the Church so
loved to adorn her consecrated edifices. And they viewed with
disdain attempts to reach the heart in other ways than by rea-
soning unadorned.

[There is a merry New England ballad in a collection pub-
lisked at London, in 1719, edited by T. D’Urfey, which contains
a sort of running commentary on some of the Puritan customs,
in matters such as we have been considering ; though the piece
is thought by Dr. Harris to be much older than the date of its
publication in that collection. It was evidently written by a
good natured Churchman who viewed things with an understand-
ing eye; and we extract as follows:

Well, that Night I slept till near Prayer time,
Next Morning I wonder’d to hear no Bells chime;
At which I did ask, and the Reason I found,
"Twas because they had ne’er a Bell in the Town.

At last being warned, to Church I'repairs,

Where I did think certain we should have some Pray’rs;
But the parson there no such matter did teach,

They scorn’d to Pray, for all one could Preach.

The first thing they did, a Psalm they did Zing,

Ise pluck’d out my Psalm-Book I with me did bring;

And tumbled to seek him ’cause they caw’d him by’s name,
But they’d got a new Zong to the Tune of the same.

‘When Sermon was ended, was a child to baptise,

"Bout Zixteen years old, as Volks did zurmise ;

He had neither Godfather nor Godmother, yet was quiet and still,
But the Priest durst not cross him, for fear of ill will.
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Ah, Sirrah, thought I, and to Dinner Ise went,

And gave the Lord Thanks for what he had sent.
Next day was a Wedding, the Brideman my Friend
Did kindly invite me, so thither Ise wend.

But this, above all, me to wonder did bring,

To see Magistrate marry them, and had ne’er a Ring;
Ise thought they would call me the Woman to give,
But 1 think the Man stole her, they ask’d no man leave,

[But it must be highly gratifying to the Churchman of this
day to observe how many of the old prejudices against his
revered mother have disappeared. Who, now, even among the
sons of the staunchest Puritan settlers is disposed to cast con-
tempt upon her fervid outpourings at the joyous Christmas-
tide? Who is not ready to commend her efforts to keep the
glad sound of the gospel constantly ringing in every ear?
And who, even, is not ready to concede that she possessesa
liturgy and order worthy of the warmest affections of the Chris-
tian heart.

[Notwithstanding the apparent belief of Mr. Lewis that the
first settlers of Lynn, with the exception of about half a dozen,
were devout Churchmen, it is yet true that the Church was of
very slow growth here. No attempt was made to gather a
congregation, till 1819. And the small number who then called
themselves of the fold presently dispersed and joined other
worshiping bodies. And how is it even now, when we have
become a city of more than twenty thousand people? Why,
we have one Church —St. Stephen’s — numbering not above a
hundred communicants, and a Chapel — St. Andrew’s — which
is open only in the warm season, for the accommodation of non-
residents. If the great body of the settlers had been Episco-
palians a different state of things might rationally have been
expected.

[Indeed, notwithstanding the professed reverence of those
early comers for their “dear mother,” the Episcopal Church.
was of slow growth in all parts of New England, the prejudices
against her constantly exhibiting themselves. Rev. William
Blaxton, an Episcopal clergyman, was the first Christian settler
of Boston. He sat down there, solitary and alone, in 1625 or ’6.
He was a man of great learning, and seems to have been fond
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of retirement and study. In or about the year 1634 he removed
to the vicinity of Providence, and died 26 May, 1675, having
made no apparent impression in favor of his cherished faith,
though he had the fame of having been bred at Emanuel, which
was called the Puritan college. Moses Brown, in one of his
manuscript letters, says : “Rev. Mr. Blackstone, an Episc®. sold
the land of Boston, in 1631, and removed to Blaxton River and
settled six miles north of Providence and Rehoboth. He had a
great library, was a great student. There is a hill now called
Study Hill, on which he loved to walk for contemplation. He
rode his bull, for want of a horse, to Boston and Providence, to
Smith’s in Narragt. He sometimes came to Providence and
preached there; the first time to one man, two women, and a
number of children whom he invited and collected around him
by throwing apples to them.” This was certainly preaching
under difficulties. But the devoted ministers of the Church
here, at that period, were subjected to many such experiences.
Gov. Dudley, as late as 1702, writes that there are in “Massa
chusetts, or New England, seventy thousand souls, in seventy
towns, all Dissenters, that have ministers and schools of their
own persuasion, except one congregation of the Church of
England, at Boston, where there are two ministers.” And Rev.
George Keith, who was the first missionary sent over here by
the Church of England “Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts,” and whose appearance at Lynn, where
he gave vigorous battle to the Quakers, will be noticed under
date 1702, says, writing at about the same time Dudley wrote,
“There is no Church nor Church of England school eastward.
of the province of New York, viz: Connecticut, Rhode Island,
Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, and New Hampshire, except at
Boston, where there is one Church, consisting of a large con-
gregation, having two ministers, Mr. Myles and Mr. Bridge, and
one in Rhode Island, consisting of alarge congregation and one
minister, viz: Mr. Lockier, and another in Braintry, which has
no minister.” Such was the prosperity of the Church, in New
England, about three quarters of a century after the emigrants
“with much sadness of heart and many tears” in their eyes,
began to arrive hither from the land where their “ dear mother”
specially dwelt.
J
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[That the Church of England, as a branch of the government,
was guilty of persecution, in some instances, may not be denied.
But the Episcopal Church, when established here, was divested
of temporal power; and has stood as free from any just charge
of attempting to tyrannize as any Christian body ever known
upon the American continent.

[Let it not be said, however, that the Puritans accomplished
little or no good. They restored much of the excellent that
had been lost among the lumber of the dark, superstitious, and
infidel ages. They gave to the Christian world, it may almost
literally be said, a Sabbath. For before their time the Lord’s
day had been regarded as a festival, instituted by the early.
Christians in commemoration of the Resurrection. But they,
while at home, in the bosom of their ¢ dear mother,” and here,
with their backs turned upon her, persisted in investing the
day with all the sanctity and incidents of the day proclaimed
holy amid the lightnings of Sinai. And they succeeded in lead-
ing the Church herself to adopt their views. And in this coun-
try, at this day, no body of Christians is more careful in the
observance of the Lord’s day as a Sabbath than the Episcopal
Church, - And did not the Puritans, here, with an energy and
wisdom unknown before, address themselves to the intellectual
culture of mankind, establishing schools in every quarter, where
to the poor as well as the rich were dispensed the inestimable
blessings of education? Let us not unduly magnify their er-
rors —let us not eternally discourse about their hanging Qua-
kers, persecuting Baptists and pressing witches —but rather
let us honor ourselves by imitating their sterling integrity and
endeavoring to perpetuate the noble institutions they founded.]



CHAPTER II.

ANNALS.

1629.

Lyxy is one of the earliest towns planted in Massachusetts.
Its settlement was begun in 1629. Among the authorities for
assigning the settlement to this year, is the Rev. Samuel Dan-
forth’s almanac for the year 1647. He gives a list of the first
towns settled in this state, to which he prefixes these words:
“The time when these townes following began — Lynn, 1629.”
By several ancient manuscripts, it appears that the settlement
must have commenced as early as the first of June.

The first white men known to have been inhabitants of Lynn,
were EpMUND INGALLS and his brother Francis INeaLLs. A
record preserved in the family of the former says, “Mr. Edmund
Ingalls came from Lincolnshire, in England, to Lynn, in 1629.”
He was a farmer, and settled in the eastern part of the town,,
near a small pond in Fayette street. The place where his house
stood is still pointed out by his descendants. He had a malt
house near the margin of the pond. When the lands were divi-
ded, in 1638, there were apportioned “to Edmund and Francis
Ingalls, upland and meadow, 120 acres.” He was accidentally
drowned, in March, 1648, by falling with his horse through the
old Saugus river bridge, on Boston street; for which the Gen-
eral Court paid one hundred pounds ($444) to his children.
His estate was valued at £135 8s. 10d., including “house and
lands, £50.” The name of his wife was Ann, and he had nine
chlldlen, six of whom were born in England 1. Robert, who
inherited his father’s “house and houselot.” 2. Elizabeth. 3.
Faith, who married Andrew Allen. 4. John,to whom his father
gave "“the house and ground that was Jeremy flits, (Fitch,)
lying by the meeting-house, and that three acres land he hath in
England.” 5. Sfuah, who married William Bitner. 6. Henry,
who was born in 1627, and removed to Andover, where he died
in 1719, aged 92 years. A desce)ndant of his, Capt. Henry In-
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gaﬂs, died in 1803, aged 84 years. About a year before his
eath he added the following note to the family genealogy:
“Mr. Henry Ingals, from whom all these spring, was born in
the year 1627, and he died in the year 1719, who lived ninety-
two years, and two months after his death I, Henry Ingals, was
Born, who have lived eighty-three years, So that we two Henry
Ingals hath Lived on this Earth one hundred and seventy-five
years.” 7. Samuel. 8. Mary. 9.Joseph. The descendants of
Mr. Edmund Ingalls, in this and other towns, are numeropns and
respectable and several of them eminent in the Jearned profes-
sions. [One or two interesting particulars appear in the  peti-
tion of the children of Mr. Ingalls for redress on the loss of
their father. The paper reads as follows: “ The humble petition
of Robert Ingalls with the rest of his brethren and sisters, being
eight in number, humbly sheweth, that whereas your poor peti-
tioners father hath been deprived of life by the insufficiency
of Lynne Bridge, so called, to the great impoverishinge of your
poore petitioners mother and themselves, and there being a
Court order that any person'soe dyeinge through such insuffi-
ciency of any bridge in the countrye, that there should be an
hundred pounds forfeit to the next heire, may it therefore please
this honorable Court to take your poore petitioners case into
consideration.”]

Francis IncarLs, brother of Edmund — was born in England
in 1601. He wasa tanner, and lived at Swampscot. He built a
tannery on Humfrey’s brook, where it is crossed by a stone
bridge in Burrill street. I saw the vats before they were taken
up in 1825. This was the first tannery in New England. [And
perhaps its establishment gave the first direction to the great
business of the place —shoemaking. When the leather was
made, it was natural enough to turn attention to means for di-
rectly applying it to the common necessities of life.]

Wirriam Dixey — was born in England in 1607, and came over
a servant with Mr. Isaac Johnson. [Common laborers and
craftsmen were frequently called servants to those by whom
they were for the time being employed.] On his arrival at Sa-
lem, he says, in a deposition in Essex Court, 1 July, 1657, that
application was made for him and others, 4 for a place fo set
down in; upon which Mr. Endecott did give me and the rest
leave to go where we would; upon which we went to Saugus,
now Linneg, and there wee met with Sagamore James and som
other Indians, who did give me and the rest leaue to dwell there
or thereabouts; whereupon I and the rest of my master’s com-
pany did cutt grass for our cattell, and kept them upon Nahant
for som space of time ; for the Indian James Sagamore -and the
rest did give me and the rest in behalf of my master Johnson,
what land we would ; whereupon wee sett down in Saugust, and



ANNALS — 1629. 113

had quiet possession of it by the abovesaid Indians, and kept
our cattell in Nahant the sumer following.” Mr. Dixey was
.admitted a freeman at the first General Court, in 1634. He re-
moved to Salem, says Felt, and kept a ferry-boat across the
North River. [He had several children baptized in Salem, and
died in 1690, aged 82.]

WirLiax Woop — came to Lynn in 1629, and was admitted a
freeman 18 May, 1631. He resided here, according to his own
account, about four years; and during that time he wrote an
interesting work, entitled ¢ Nevv Englands Prospect,” contain-
ing a very favorable account of the early settlements. On 15
August, 1633, he sailed with Captain Thomas Graves, for Lon-
don, where, in 1634, he printed his book, in one hundred pages.
In 1635, he published a map of New England, engraved on
wood. He returned to Lynn the same year. He embarked on
the eleventh of September, in the Hopewell, of London, being
then 27 years of age; bringing with him his wife, Elizabeth, aged
24 years, as appears by the records in Westminster Hall, London.
In 1636, he was chosen representative. In 1637, he went with
a company of about fifty men, and commenced a settlement at
Sandwich. He was chosen town clerk there, and was a very
active, intelligent, and talented man. His book is one of the
most interesting and valuable which was written at that early
period, and several extracts from it will be found in these pages.
[Shattuck thinks Mr. Wood went to Concord, where he resided
many years, dying there, 14 May, 1671, aged 86. There were
several of the same name, in the settlements, and hence oppor-
tunity for confusion among genealogists. It is pleasant for one
to locate eminent individuals in the society of his ancestors,
and some appear over-anxious to do so. There is, however, no
doubt as to Mr. Wood’s having resided at Lynn.]

JouNn WooD — was a farmer, and lived on the corner of Essex
and Chesnut streets. When the lands were divided, in 1638,
100 acres were allotted to him. I think that William Wood, the
writer, was his son, and William Wood of Salem, his brother.

Such was the little band who commenced the first settlement
in the wilderness of Lynn. Five men, with their families, prob-
ably comprising about twenty persons. They did not settle at
Sagamore Hill, because the Indians were there; nor on the
Common, because that was a forest; but coming from Salem,
they selected a “faire playne,” somewhat less than half a mile
in extent, where they built their rude cottages, “and had peace-
able possession.” John Wood appears to have been the princi-
pal person, and from him the vicinity has ever since been called
“Woodend.” There the soil of Lynn was first stirred by the
white men — there, surrounded by Indians, they laid the foun-
dation of a town.

J# 8
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[There was a fashion of constructing temporary habitations,
prevailing,“more or less, particularly among the poorer class of
farmers, at an early period, which deserves notice for its inge-
nuity and security, and for the comfort it afforded in winter.
A square pit was dug, of such dimensions as convenience re-
quired, to the depth of six or seven feet. This was lined with
boards or logs, and a roof made of poles covered with bark,
apertures being left for lighting and for the escape of smoke.
As late as 1650, the secretary of the province of New Nether-
lands, writing in Dutch, speaks of houses constructed after this
fashion. He however describes them as being generally finished
in rather better style, and says that the wealthy and principal
men in New England, in the beginning of the colonies, com-
menced their dwellings in this way.]

1630.

Early in the spring, eleven vessels, having on board about
seventeen hundred persons, left the harbor of Southampton, and
sailed for New England. In the number of the passengers were
Mr. John Winthrop, the first governor of Massachusetts, with
many other persons of dignity, wealth, and reputation. As Mr.
Humfrey, who had been chosen deputy governor, was not ready.
to remove, Mr. Thomas Dudley was chosen in his stead. In
the month of June, the ships arrived at Salem, and the passen-
gers began to make settlements in the pathless woods. Mr.
Dudley says that some of them settled “ upon the river of Sau-
gus.” Others went to Charlestown and Boston; and the rest
began new settlements at Roxbury, Dorchester, Watertown, and
Medford. The Council had agreed that each person who ad-
vanced fifty pounds, should have 200 acres; and that each one
who came over on his own expense, should have 50 acres.
The following persons appear to have arrived at Lynn, this year.

JosepH ARMITAGE — lived on the mnorth side of the Common,
a little east of Mall street, his land extending to Strawberry
brook. He was a tailor, and was admitted a freeman in 1637.
Some years after, he became the proprietor of a corn and slitting
mill on Saugus river. (Essex Reg. Deeds.) He opened the
first tavern in the town, called the Anchor. (Mass. archives.)
It stood on the Boston road, a little west of the river. Fora
hundred and seventy years, this was the most celebrated tavern
in Essex county, being half way from Salem to Boston. He
died 27 June, 1680, aged 80 years. His wife, Jane, died March
3, 1675. His children were John, and Rebecca, who married
Samuel Tarbox, in 1665.

GODFREY ARMITAGE —was a farmer, and was admitted a free-
man in 1638. [He was by trade a tailor, as was Joseph; and
they may have been brothers. Godfrey removed to Boston,
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where he reared a family; and some of his descendants became
prominent:]

JaMES AXEY —was a farmer, a representative in 1654, and
died in 1669. His wife, Frances, died the same year.

ALLEN BREED — was a farmer, and lived near the point where
Summer street crosses the Turnpike. In 1638 he had 200 acres
allotted to him. He was born in 1601. The name of his wife
was Elizabeth, and his children were Allen, Timothy, Joseph,
and John. His descendants are numerous, and from him the
vicinity in which he resided was called Breed’s End. [He was
one of the Long Island settlers, but returned. And it is assert-
ed that Breed’s Hill, in Charlestown, where the battle of Bunker
Hill was fought, took its name from him. In early times the
name was spelled Bread, and there was more uniformity in the
spelling than there was in that of
most names. Appended is a fac- , ?/
simile of his autograph. It isa m ﬁ/)ﬂﬁ'c&
careful tracing from his signature
on a document in the county ar-
chives.

WiLLiaMm BALLARD — was a farmer, and was admitted a free-
man in 1638. In the same year he was a member of the Essex
Court. His children were John, Nathaniel, and Elizabeth. [Mr.
Ballard seems to have died in 1641. Nicholas Brown and Gar-
rett Spencer made oath before Messrs. Bradstrect and Nowell,
in March of that year, “that being w* M Willm Ballard of Linn
a day or two before his death & perswadinge him to make his
will,” he told them that “he intended to do it the next day,
but . . .. dyed before he could put it in wrightinge. He
would leave his [wife Sarah?] half his estate, and the other half
to be devided amongst his children; the said William Ballard
beinge then of pfect minde.” (Suffolk Recs.)] -

GEORGE BURRILL —lived on the west- r L)ﬁ-&

Signature of Allen Breed.

ern side of Tower Hill. He was a farm-
er, and had 200 acres of land. A fac-

simile of his autograph is here given—

traced from the signature to his will, @Q/’M
dated 18 October, 1653. [He was one
of the richest of the planters. His wife
was named Mary, and both he and she died in 1653. His chil-
dren were: [George; |Francis; [John. |George removed
to Boston and was a cooper. He married Deborah Simpkins,
and died 5 July, 1698. He had children, George, born 13 Feb.
1654; Samuel, b. 10 Jan., 1656; Sarah, who married John
Souther. || Francts’s wife was named Elizabeth; and he had chil-
dren, Elizabeth, born 1 Dec. 1655 ; James, b. 21 Dec. 1657; Jo-
seph, b. 18 Dec., 1659 ; Mary, who died young, b. 16 May, 1661;

Signature of Geo. Burrill.
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Lydia, b. 13 June, 1663 ; Hannah, b. 19 March, 1665; Mary,
who lived but ten days, b. 7 Feb., 1668; Deborah, b. 23 July,
1669, and died the next month; Moses, b. 12 April, 1671; Hes-
ter, b. 15 Jan., 1674; Sarah, b. 11 April, 1676, and died in infan-
cy; Samuel, who also died in infancy. | Jokn married Lois Ivory,
10 May, 1656, and had children, John, b. 18 Nov. 1658 ; Sarah,
b. 16 May, 1661, and died 27 Dec., 1714; Thomas, b. T Jan.,
1664; Anna, b. 15 Sept., 1666; Theophilus, b. 15 July, 1669 ;
Lois, b. 27 Jan., 1672; Samuel, b. 20 April, 1674; Mary, b. 18
Feb., 1677; Ebenezer, b. 18 July, 1679; Ruth, b. 17 May, 1682.
The last named John, he who was born 18 Nov., 1658, became
quite distinguished for his talents, and for skill as a presiding
officer in the General Court. He died in 1721. See a bio-
graphical notice of him beginning on page 489. His brother
Ebenezer was also conspicuous as a public man, and known as
the Hon. Ebenezer. He died in 1761. See notice, page 492.
Sarah, who was born 16 May, 1661, married John Pickering, of
Salem, and became grandmother.of Hon. Timothy Pickering,
the eminent statesman and intimate friend of Washington. Hon.
James Burrill, LL. D., who was made chief justice of the Supreme
Court of Rhode Island, in 1816, and was afterward distinguished
as a United States senator from that State, was a great-great-
grandson of |John, (known as Lieut. John, and youngest son of
the first George.) Other conspicuous descendants of this early
settler will be named elsewhere. The Burrill family was form-
erly called the royal family of Lynn, in view of the many famous
persons connected with it.]

EpwARD BARER — was a farmer, and lived on the south side
of Baker’s Hill, in Saugus. He was admitted a freeman in 1638;
and was buried March 16, 1687. His wife, Joan, died April 9,
1693. His sons were Edward, who married Mary Marshall,
April 7, 1675; and Thomas, who married Mary Lewis, July 10,
1689.  [Mr. Baker removed to Northampton about 1658, and
there had grants of land. He remained many years, respected
and influential. Mr. Lewis is incorrect in one or two particu-
lars. The name of Mr. Baker’s wife was Jane, and he had five
sons — J oseph, Timothy, Edward, Thomas, and John. He finally
returned to Lynn; but his sons Joseph and Timothy remained
at Northampton. John is supposed to have settled in Dedham,
and become the head of an extensive family. The will of Mr.
Baker is dated 16 Oct. 1685, and having previously provided
for some of his children by deed, not all of them are named in it.
He exhorts his family to live peaceable and pious lives, and
desires for himself a decent funeral, suitable to his rank and
quality while living. Timothy was a prominent man in North-
ampton, and some of his descendants became conspicuous;
among them, Hon. Osmyn Baker, late member of Congress.
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[Captain Thomas Baker, son of Timothy, just named, and
of course a grandson of Hdward, the early Lynn settler, was
taken captive by the Indians, at Deerfield, on the terrible
night of 29 Feb., 1704, and carried to Canada. He however,
the next year, succeeded in effecting his escape. In or about
the year 1715, he married Madam Le Beau, whose name figures
somewhat in the history of that period. And the lives of both
husband and wife furnish touching and romantic passages. She
was a daughter of Richard Otis, of Dover, N. H., who, with one
son and one daughter, was killed by the Indians on the night
of 27 June, 1689, at the time they destroyed the place. She
was then an infant of three months, and was, with her mother,
carried captive to Canada and sold to the French. The priests
took her, baptised her, and gave her the name of Christine.
They educated her in the Romish faith, and she passed some
time in a nunnery, not, hawever, taking the veil. At the age
of sixteen she was married to a Frenchman, thus becoming
Madam Le Beau, and became the mother of two or three chil-
dren. Her husband died about 1713. And it was very soon
after that her future husband, Capt. Baker, appears to-have
fallen in with her. He was attached to the commission detailed
by Gov. Dudley, under John Stoddard and John Williams for
the purposé of negotiating with the Marquis de Vaudreuil for
the release of prisoners and to settle certain other matters, and
went to Canada. From Stoddard’s journal it appears that there
was much trouble in procuring her release, and when it was
obtained, her children were not allowed to go with her. Her
mother was also opposed to her leaving Canada.

[After her return, Christine married Capt. Baker, and they
went to reside at Brookfield, where they remained till 1733.
They had several children, and among their descendants is Hon.
John Wentworth, late member of Congress from Illinois. She
became a protestant after marrying Capt. Baker, and substituted
the name Margaret for Christine, though later in life she seems
to have again adopted the latter. In 1727, her former confes-
gor, Father Siguenot wrote her a gracious lett.er, expressing a
high opinion of her and warning her against swerving from the
faith in which she had been educated. He mentions the happy
death of a daughter of hers who had married and lived in Que-
bec, and also speaks of her mother, then living, and the wife
of a Frenchman. This letter was shown to Gov. Burnet, and
he wrote to her a forcible reply to the arguments it contained
in favor of Romanism. And there are, or recently were, three
copies of the letter and reply, in the Boston Athenmum. The
mother of Christine had children by her French husband, and
Philip, Christine’s half-brother, visited her at Brookfield.

[All the children of Capt. Baker and Christine, seven or eight
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in number, excepting the first, who was a daughter, bearing
her mother’s name, were born in Brookfield. There is no rea-
son to doubt that the connection was a happy one. They held
a very respectable position, and he was the first representative
from Brookfield. He was, indeed, once tried before the Supe-
rior Court, at Springfield, in 1727, for blasphemy ; but the jury
acquitted him. The offence consisted in his remarking, while

. discoursing on God’s providence in allowing Joseph Jennings,
of Brookfield, to be made a justice of the peace —“If I had
been with the Almighty I would have taught him better.”

[In 1733 Capt. Baker sold his farm in Brookfield. But this
proved an unfortunate step, for the purchaser failed before mak-
ing payment, and their circumstances became greatly reduced.
They were a short time at Mendon, and also at Newport, R. I,
before finally removing to Dover. ‘Poor Christine, in 1735, pe-
titioned the authorities of New Hampshire for leave to “keep
a house of public entertainment” on the “County Rhoade from
Dover meeting house to Cocheco Boome.” In this petition she
signs her name “ Christine baker,” and mentions that she made
a journey to Canada, in the hope of getting her children, “but
all in vaine.” A license was granted, and it seems probable
that she kept the house a number of years. She died, at a great
age, 23 Feb., 1773, and an obituary notice appeared in the Bos-
ton Evening Post. The Mrs. Bean mentioned in the N. H. Hist.
Colls. as having died, 6 Feb., 1826, at the age of a hundred years,
was Mary, the daughter of Capt. Baker and Christine. She pos-
sessed her faculties to the last, and her eyesight was so perfect
that she could, without glasses, see to thread a needle. C€ol.
Benjamin Bean, of Conway, N. H., was a grandson of this aged
granddaughter of Edward Baker the Lynn settler.

[I have given this connected recital, though hardly knowing
how to afford the space, not only on account of the romantic
incidents touched upon, but also because it aptly illustrates
occurrences frequent in those days.]

Jonx Bancrorr —died in 1637. He had two sons, Thomas
and John, and his descendants remain. [The name was some-
times spelled Barcroft; indeed it is questionable whether that
was not the original spelling, the change easily occurring. Jane,
the wife with whom this settler was blessed, does not seem to
have been the most amiable of women. By the record of the
Court held at Boston, in 1633, it appears that, “ M* John Bar-
croft doeth acknowledge to owe vnto o* Souaigne, the King,
the some of x1I. & M* Samll Mauacke the som of xxI. &c. The
condicon of this recognizance is, that Jane Barcroft, wife of the
said John, shall be of good behav* towards all psons.” - George
Bancroft, the eminent historian, is a lineal descendant from this
Lynn planter.] '
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SAMUEL BENNET — was a carpenter, and a member of the An-
cient Artillery Company, in 1639. A pine forest in the northern
part of Lynn still retains the name of Bennet's Swamp. He
resided in the western part of Saugus, and when the towns
were divided, the line passed through his land, eastward of his
house, so that afterward he was called an inhabitant of Boston.

NicrOLAS BROWN -— was a farmer, and lived on Walnut street,
in Saugus. He removed to Reading, in 1644. He had a son,
Thomas, who continued in Lynn, and died, 28 Aug. 1693. His
descendants remain.

BoniFACE BURTON — was a farmer, and was admitted a free-
man, 6 May, 1635. He was the oldest man who ever lived at
Lynn. He died, 13 June, 1669, aged 113 years, according to
Sewall. Another diarist makes him 115. His son Boniface
removed to Reading.

" TuoMAs CHADWELL — was a farmer, and lived in -Summer
street. , He died in Feb. 1683. His sons were Thomas, Moses,
and Benjamin. His descendants remain. [He had three wives;
the first was named Margaret, and she died 29 Sept. 1658. He
afterward removed to Boston, and married Barbara Brimblecom,
a widow, who had survived two husbands. This second wife
died in 1665, and for a third wife, he married Abigail Jones, of
Charlestown, a widow. His son Moses was born 10 April, 1637.]

CrLeEMENT CoLDAM — was a miller, and a member of the An-
cient Artillery Company, in 1645. He had a son Clement, born
in 1622, who removed to Gloucester, and died in 1703,

TroMAS CoLDAM — was admitted a freeman in 1634. He kept
Mr. Humfrey’s windmill, on Sagamore Hill, and died 8 April,
1675, aged T4 years.

WiLLiaMm CowbpRry, born in 1602 — was a farmer. He removed
to-Reading in 1640, where he was Clerk of the Writs, Town
Clerk, Selectman and Representative.

“TrOMAS DEXTER — was a farmer, and lived on the west of Sau-
gus river, near the Iron Works. He was admitted a freeman,
18 May, 1631. He owned eight hundred acres of land, and was
called, by way of excellence, “ Farmer Dexter.” He was a very
active and enterprising man, and built a mill and a wear across
Saugus river. ‘Among his speculations, he purchased Nahant
of the Indian chief, Poquanum, called ¢ Black Will,” for a suit
of clothes; which occasioned the town an expensive lawsuit in
1657, another in 1678, and a third in 1695. He became one of
the first proprietors of the town of Sandwich, in 1637, and pro-
moted its settlement, but did not remove at that time. He had
a son Thomas, a grandson Richard, and a great-grandson William;
but none of his descendants remain at Lynn.

Roserr DRIVER — was a farmer, and lived in Shepard street,
on the south of which a creek still bears his name. He was
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made a freeman in 1635, and died 3 April, 1680, aged 88 years.
His wife, Phebe, died in February, 1683. He had a son, Rob-
ert, who was a soldier in the Indian War of 1675.

WirniaMm EpMUNDS — was admitted a freeman in 1635, and
died 4 Aug. 1693. His children were John; and Samuel, who
married Elizabeth Bridges, 27 Jan. 1685. [He was a tailor by
trade. His wife Mary died 2 April, 1657, and five months after
he married a widow Ann Martin, at Boston. Besides John and
Samuel, he had children, Joseph and Mary. The latter married
Joseph Hutchings, 1 Sept. 1657. He was 82 years old at the
time of his death.] '

"GEORGE FARR — was a farmer in the eastern part of Essex
street. He was admitted a freeman in 1635, and died in 1661.
His wife Elizabeth was buried 11 March, 1687. His children
were, J ohn, Lazarus, Benjamin, Joseph, Mary, Martha, Elizabeth,
and Sarah. [Mr. Farr came over in 1629. He was a ship-
wright.]. '

Henry FEARE— was admitted a freeman, 14 May, 1632, and
removed to Sandwich in 1637. [He was a Representative in
1643 and 4. About 1656 he was residing at Newtown, L. I.
John Dillingham married a daughter of his, 24 March, 1654.]

JEREMIAH FIrcH — was a farmer, and lived in Shepard street.
He removed to Reading in 1644. :

SAMUEL GRAVES — was a farmer, and lived on the Turnpike,
west of the Floating Bridge, and from him the neighborhood
has ever since been called Gravesend. In 1635, he gave nearly
£300 to the colony. He had a son Samuel, and his descendants
remain. [The son Samuel married Sarah Brewer, 12 March,
1678, and had children, Crispus, born 3 Aug. 1679 ; Hannah, b.
27 Aug. 1681; Samuel, b. 2 Aug. 1684.]

JouN HALL — was admitted a freeman in 1634: Edward Hall,
son of John, was a farmer, and died in 1669. His children were
Joseph, Ephraim, Elizabeth, Rebecéa, and Martha. His descend-
ants remain. [I think this John Hall must have been the one
who, in 1640, was a Salisbury proprietor, and married, 3 April,
1641, Rebecca, widow of Henry Bayley, by whom he had a son
John, born 18 March, 1642. He was dead in 1650, as his widow,
in July of that year, married Rev. William Worcester, the first
minister of Salisbury. And after the death of Mr. Worcester,
which took place in 1663, she married, as a fourth husband,
Deputy Governor Symonds, whom she outlived, and died in
1695. As to Edward, Mr. Lewis is without doubt wrong in
some particulars. There may have been two of the name here.
Edward, son of John, by his wife Sarah, had children, Joseph,
born 3 July, 1646; Ephraim, b. 8 September, 1648; Sarah, b.
in August, 1651 ; Elizabeth, b. 30 April, 1654; Rebecca, b. 30
April, 1657. And Savage treats him as the same individual who



ANNALS OF LYNN— 1630. 121

was 80 oddly named in the will of Benjamin Keayne, of Boston,
who, probably through his son, at one time a resident of Lynn,
had various connections with the people here. If so identified,
he must have been a carpenter, though he may have carried on
farming to some extent. “To Edward Hall, of Lyn, carpenter,”
says Mr. Keayne’s will, “as an acknowledgm® of his Loueing
seruice to me, (though of Later yeares he hath Carryed it lesse
deseruing, & fuller of more Just provocation,) three pounds.”’]

Apam HAwkES —was a farmer, and settled on the Hawkes
Farms, in Saugus. He owned the land where the iron ore was
found, and filled up one of the mines, on the supposition that it
contained silver. Soon after his settlement, his house was
burned. The only persons in it at the time, were a servant girl
and two twin infants, who escaped. He died in 1671. His sons
were, Adam, John, Moses, Benjamin, and Thomas. His descend-
ants remain.

JouN HAwWKES — was admitted a freeman in 1634, and died &
Aug. 1694, [I think Mr. Lewis is wrong in making this John
Hawkes, the one who was admitted a freeman in 1634. The
only John here, at that period, was probably the young son of
Adam, though there was an older person of the name in the
vicinity. The John who died here, 5 Aug. 1694, is called in
the record of his. decease, senior, and would, as respects age,
answer well as the son of Adam. He married, 3 June, 1658,
Rebecca Maverick, and she died in 1659, at the birth of their
son Moses. He married again, 11 April, 1661. His second
wife was Sarah Cushman, and he had by her, Susanna, born
29 Nov. 1662; Adam, b. 12 May, 1664; Anne, b. 3 May, 1666 ;
John, b. 25 April, 1668 ; Rebecca, b. 18 Oct. 1670; Thomas, b.
18 May, 1673; and Mary, b. 14 Nov. 1675. Within twenty
days of the latter date, he experienced a severe affliction in the
loss, by death, of all his daughters, excepting the infant Mary.]

Epwarp HoLYokE — was a farmer, and had 500 acres of land.
He was a member of the Essex Court, and was many times
chosen representative. In 1656 he owned the western side
of Sagamore Hill. He died 4 May, 1660. In his will he beseeches
God to impress his children with the importance of private
prayer and public worship, and bequeaths each of them a lock
of his hair. His children were, Elizur, who removed to Spring-
field, and married Mary Pynchon; and Elizabeth, who married
George Keyser. An excellent spring, in the western part of
Lynn, surrounded by willows, is well known by the name of
Holyoke spring.” [This spring is near the western margin of
the meadow lying immediately north of Holyoke street, and
west of Walnut, formerly known as Pan Swamp.] An eminent
descendant of this settler, Dr. Edward A. Holyoke, of Salem,
died 31 Marﬁh, 1830, aged a hundred years and seven months.
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[The two children named by Mr. Lewis, Elizur and Elizabeth,
were not the only offspring of Mr. Holyoke. He had daughters,
Ann, who married Lieut. Thomas Putnam, 17 Oct. 1643 ; Mary,
who married John Tuttle of Boston, 10 Feb. 1647; Susanna,
who married Michael Martin, 12 Sept. 1656; and Sarah, who
married an Andrews. He also had sons, Edward and John, who
were born in England and died there, at early ages. Mr. Hol-
yoke’s will is a curious document ; and most of it is here given,
because it so well exhibits his spirit and so faithfully exposes
the condition of things at that time, in several interesting par-
ticulars. It was made 25 Dec. 1658, and he died 4 May, 1660.

As for the boly faith of the holy one, God in trinitie, and of the holy faith
.of our glorious Lord, the son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, the second Adam,
T haue composed A booke and doe bestowell vpon each of my sonns in law as
their best legacy, &c. (Being instructed chiefly by an understanding of the
Scriptures) [ doubt not my booke will giue him A hart of all sound doctrine.

Touching my worldly estate, I dispose the yoke of Oxen and my mare, to
my sonn in law, George Keysar, and my mare foale and A Cow, to. my sonn
Prenam; tow kine to my sonn Andrewes; A Cow to my dau. Marten. These
Oxen and kine are in the hands of Goodman Wilkins, of Linn ; the mare and
foale is at Rumney Marsh. I giue to my sonn Tuttle, that £4 yearely hee
should haue giuen mee since I put ouer the house in Boston to him. I neuer
yet had a penney of it; 40s. I gaue him of that, so theare is yet £6 beehind
and theare is £5 mentioned in Goodman Wilkins Case that hee oweth mee, I
giue to my dau. Mart.n,{and 20s. to my kinswoman Mary Mapsfeild,fand 10s.
of it to John Dolittle, and 10s. of it to my kinsman T 10ma§—%f5rris, of New-
ham, and 10s. of it to Hannah Keasur. I giue my best Cloake of that Cloth
that cam from England to my sonn Holyolke, as allsoe my Coate of the same
cloth. I giue my other Cloke to my sonn Keaser, my best Dublet and breeches
to my sonn Tuttle, my stuff’ dublet and my best hat to'my sonn Holyoke ; all
the rest of my weareing apparell to my sonn,Keasar. As touching the whol
yeares rent of this yeare 1658, that is Dew mee from Goodman Wilkins, of
Linn, I owe Theodore Atkins 49s.; pay him in wheate; I owe John Hull
Aboute 22s.; pay him in wheate; pay Mr. Russell, treasurer, 3 bushells of
wheate ; for John Andrewes, 8 buslells of .wheate to Mr. Wilson Paster at
Boston, and 8 bushell of Indian. As for my Linell, let all my daurs. part
alike. The 20s. Goodman Page oweth me, as my sonn Tuttle cann witness,
1 give my dau. Martin. There is about 15s. Capt. Sauige oweth mee ; intreat
him to satisfie my Cosan Dauis, and the rest giue to my dau. Marten. As for
my books and wrightings, I giue my sonn Holyoke all the books that are at
Linn, as allsoe the Iron Chest, and the bookes I haue in my study that are
Mr. Beanghans works I giue him, hee onely cann make vse of them, and
likewise I giue all my maniscripts what soeuer, and I giue him that large new
testament in folio, with wast papers between euery leafe, allso Mr. Answorth
on the 5 books of Moses and the psalmes, and my dixinary and Temellius
bible in Latten, and my latten Concent and daniell bound together, and A
part of the New testament in Folio, with wast paper betwin euery leafe, and
the greate mapps of geneolagy, and that old maniscript called a Synas sight;
the rest, for A muskett I gaue of olde to my sonn Holyoke: All my land in
Linn, and that land and Medow in the Country neere Reding, all was giuen
to my sonn Holyoke, when he maried M Pinchors Daughter.

Pr me. Epwozrp Horyoxe.

[Mr. Holyoke’s son Elizur administered on the estate, and
the inventory was taken 19 June, 1660. John Tuttle and John
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Doolittle were appraisers, and the amount was £681. ¢ A farme
at Lynne, £400; 3 acres at Nahant, £6; a farme at Bever dame,
neare Reading, £150;” two oxen, £12; four cows, £16; and
his books, £20; are the principal items. '

[Mr. Holyoke was from Tamworth, Warwickshire, where he
married, 18 June, 1612, Prudence, daughter of Rev. John Stock-
ton, rector of Kinkolt. His father, who was likewise named
Edward, is thought to be the same “ Edward Hollyocke ” men-
tioned in the will of the father of Ann Hathaway, wife of the
immortal Shakspeare, where he is spoken of as having a claim
of twenty shillings, for wood.

[1t is evident that Mr. Holyoke, quite early in life, had his
mind directed to the consideration of sacred things. And on
the whole he seems to have been rather a lively exponent of
puritan character. On 12 May, 1612, about a month before his
marriage, he wrote to Miss Stockton a long epistle, from which
a few passages are here introduced, the orthography being mod-
ernized. “Let us resolve,” he says, “with an unfeigned heart.
in constancy and perseverance to follow the Eternal, and to
cleave unto him all our days; to set him up in our hearts to
be our God; to-love him with all our heart, mind, soul, and
strength; to worship him in, spirit and truth, according to his
revealed will; to sanctify Lis name in his word, in his works, in
our holy conversation; to keep his Sabbath with joy of heart
and delighting in the Lord; in it not doing our own will, but
sanctifying it wholly to the Lord. If this be in our hearts, in
deed and in truth, then we shall be faithful to each other, not
sinning against one another; for you have set me on your heart
and me alone, to be thine; thy husband, the veil of thine eyes
in the sight of all; thy head. If this be so, then cleave to me,
to me alone; let your affections be mine, your desires mine.
And T have set thee on my heart, and thee alone, to make thee
my spouse, my companion, the wife of my youth; to enter into
covenant with thee before God, never to transgress against
thee, but to love you only, even as myself; to care for you, to
rejoice with you, to wander in thy love continually. . . . . Me-
thinks I see the preparation that Prudence makes for the day
of solemnity ; every thing in readiness, that she will not forget.
an ornament; every thing in such conveniency. Oh, will you
thus prepare for this marriage, which is but for a time? Labor
to be truly’ spiritual, that this may be, above all things, the
chief of your thoughts, to prepare for that eternal marriage with
Christ Jesus in the last day.”

[The name of Mount Holyoke, in Hampshire county, it is said,’
was derived from Elizur, the son named as having married Mary
Pynchon, and who became a very conspicuous and useful man.
Few names appear on the records of the colony in connection
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with more enterprises of a public nature than that of Elizur
Holyoke, and few are more highly spoken of for their services.
There is a tradition that during an exploration by some of the
settlers of Springfield, five or six years after they first located
there, Elizur Holyoke, with a party, went up the east side of the
river, while Rowland Thomas, with another party, went up the
west side. On reaching a narrow place, between the mountains,
a conversation took place, across the water, between Holyoke
and Thomas, concerning the naming of the mountains. And
finally it was determined to give the name of Holyoke to that
on the east, and the name of Thomas to that on the west. "The
latter soon came to be called Mount Tom; but the former was
more fortunate in retaining the integrity of its name. A worthy
writer says of Elizur Holyoke: “ His whole life was devoted to
the service of the people among whom he lived.” He was
appointed by the General Court, in 1652, one of the commis-
sioners empowered to govern the Springfield settlers, “in all
matters not extending to life and limb.” He died 6 Feb. 1676.
He had a son Elizur, the youngest- of four, who was sent to
Boston to learn the trade of a brazier, and who finally became
prominent by-his enterprise and wealth ; and his name will long
survive from his association with the founders of the Old South
Church. Edward Holyoke, president of Harvard College, was
a son of his. The name is perpetuated in Lynn, through Hol-
yoke street, in the vicinity of which Edward, the original settler,
owned lands. 1

Wirriam HATHORNE — was born in England, in 1607; was
admitted a freeman in 1634; and removed to Salem.

Dawen Howe, (Lieut. )—Was admitted a.freeman in 1634.
He was a representatlve in five General Courts, and a mem-
ber of the Ancient Artillery Company in 1638. He removed
to New Haven. His son Ephraim was master of a vessel which
sailed from Boston. In Sept. 1676, his vessel, in which were
two of his sons and three other persons, was disabled by a
storm, off Cape Cod, and driven to sea for several weeks, until
his two sons, lashed to the deck by ropes, perished. The vessel
was then cast on’ a desolate island, where the three other per-
sons died. Mr. Howe was thus left alone, and found means to
subsist for nine months, lodging and praying in a cave, till he
was taken off by a vessel, in June.

Epwarp HowE— was a farmer, and was admitted a freeman
in 1636. He was several times chosen representative, and was
a member of the Essex Court, in 1637." In April, 1639, after
the Court was ended in Boston, having dined in his usual health,
he went to the river side, to pass over to Charlestown, and
while waiting for the ferry boat, fell dead on the shore. Gov.
Winthrop says he was “a Godly man.” He had a son Edward.
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[Mr. Lewis has located him here at too early a date. He came
in the Truelove, 1635.. He was 64 years old at the time of his
death. He and Daniel Howe, the preceding, were brothers.]

Taomas HuBBARD — was admitted a freeman in 1634, and
removed to Billerica. [His wife’s name was Elizabeth. He died
in Nov. 1662.]

Tromas HupsoN — was a farmer, and lived on the western
side of Saugus river. He owned the lands where the Iron
Works were situated, part of which he sold for that purpose.
He had a son Jonathan, whose descendants remain.

OrrisToPHER HUsSSEY — was born in Darking, in Surrey, Eng-
land, in 1598. He went to Holland, where he became enamored
of Theodate, daughter of Rev. Stephen Bachiler, who had resid-
ed there several years, but her father would not consent to
their union, unless Mr. Hussey would remove to New England,
whither he was preparing to go. Mr. Hussey came to Lynn
with his mother, widow Mary Hussey, and his wife, in 1630, and
here, the same year, his son Stephen was born, who was the
second white child born in Lynn. He removed to Newbur
in 1636, and was chosen representative in 1637,  In 1638, he
became one of the first settlers of Hampton, and was chosen a
counsellor. In 1685, he was cast away and lost on the coast
of Florida, being 87 years of age. His children were Stephen,
John, Joseph, Huldah, Theodate and Mary.

GrorGE KEYSER, born in 1616 — was a miller, at Swampscot,
and was admitted a freeman in 1638. He married Elizabeth
Holyoke, and had a son Elizur, who removed to Salem.

CHRISTOPHER LINDSEY —lived as a servant with Thomas Dex-
ter, and kept his cattle at Nahant. A hill on the notheastern
part of Nahant is sti]l called Lindsey’s hill. He died in 1668.
He had two sons, John and Eleazer, and his descendants remain.
[Mr. Lindsey was wounded in the Pequot war, and in a petition
to the Court, May, 1655, states that he was ¢ disabled from
service for 20 weekes, for which he neuer had any satisfaction.”
He was allowed three pounds. His only daughter, Naomi, was
the first wife of Thomas Maule, of Salem, the famous Quaker,
to whom she was married, 22 July, 1670. Maule published a
book setting forth and maintaining the truth according to the
Quaker view. And for this he was indicted. He afterward put
forth another work — his “Persecutors Mauled ” — in which he-
remarks that they five times imprisoned him, thrice took away
his goods, and thrice cruelly whipped him; besides their many
other abuses.]

JonaTHAN NEGUS — was born in 1601, and admitted a freeman
in 1634.

TroMAS NEWHALL — was a farmer, and owned all the lands
on the east%n side of Federal street, as far north as Marion.

*
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His house stood on the east side of the former street, a few rods
south of where the brook crosses. He had two sons. 1. John,
born in England. 2. Thomas born in 1630, who was the first
white child born in Lynn. He married Elizabeth Potter, 29
Dec. 1652, and was buried 1 April, 1687, aged 57. His wife
was buned 22 Feb. 1687. His descendants are more numerous
than those of any other name at Lynn, and there are many in
the adjacent towns. [A fac-simile

of the autograph of this Thomas, U%m //7‘,,,,,,[“/1/1,
the first of the white race born .

in our precincts, is here given, Signature of Thomas Newhall

It was traced from his signature to an inventory filed in the
court at Salem, in 1677, the last two letters being supplied, as,
the paper is so much worn as to render them illigible. I have
searched in vain for a proper signature of his father, who died
25 May, 1674. His will 1s signed by “his mark.” But as the
documerit was executed just before his death, it is reasonable
to conclude that infirmity, rather than ignorance, was the occa-
sion of his signing in that suspicious manner. A somewhat
extended genealogical view of the Newhall family will be given
in another part of this work.]

RoBerRT POTTER — was a farmer, and lived in Boston street.
He was admitted a freeman in 1634. He had a daughter Eliza-
beth. [He removed from town soon.after Lie became a freeman.
Under date 1685 Mr. Lewis gives the name of a Robert Potter,
who was probably a son of this Robert. He went first to Rhode
Island, but changed his place of abode two or three times. In
1643, he, with others, was arrested for disseminating obnoxious
doctrines, and brought to Boston. The government ordered
them to discontinue their preaching, on pain of death. They
suffered imprisonment, confiscation of estate and banishment.
Subsequently, however, by making complaint in England, they
had their estates restored. In 1649, he kept an inn, at War-
wick. He had a son John, and daughters Deliverance and Eliz-
beth; and, probably, a son Robert, his eldest child. He died
in 1655.]

JouN RAMSDELL — was a farmer, and died 27 Oct. 1688, aged
86. His wife, Priscilla, died 23 Jan. 1675. His sons were John
and Aquila, and his descendants remain.

JoserH REDNAP — was a wine-cooper, from London, and was
admitted a freeman in 1634. Judge Sewall, in his Diary, says
he died on Friday, 23 Jan. 1686, aged 110 years. [But Judge
Sewall must have made his entry touching the age, from exag:
gerated reports. Mr. Rednap could not have been'much, if any,
above 90. And in the Judge’s statement we have further evi-
dence that in those days people took a singular pride, when one
died at an age beyond the common limit, in giving him, to as
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great an extent as the case would bear, the patriarchal charac-
teristic of age. On 29 June, 1669, Mr. Rednap gave certain
testimony, which he swore to, in the Salem Court, in which he
states himself to be “ betwixt seventy and ei-ghty years” old.

He also, in evidence given in 1657, states himself to be about
sixty. Now if he was 60 in 1657 he would have been 72 in
1669, and at the time of his death, in 1686, he would have been
but 89 or 90. This conclusion, it will be observed, is drawn
from his own statements, made under oath. Mr. Rednap was
an anabaptist, or rather an anti-pedobaptist, and underwent some
,persecution as such.]

| Epwarp RICHARDS, born in 1616 — was a joiner, and was ad-
mitted a freeman in 1641. He lived in the eastern part of Essex
street. On the third of April 1646, he sold to Daniel King,
“one parcel of land, called Windmill Hill,” being the eastern
mound of Sagamore Hill. He died 26 Jan. 1690, aged 74. His
descendants remain. [His wife’s name was Ann, and they had
children, William, born 7 June, 1663 ; Daniel; Mary ;- Abigail;
and, it is thought, Jobn. William was living abroad in 1688, as
appears by a parental letter superscribed ¢ These ffor my love-
ing sonn Willilam Richards Liveing att philadelphia in pensylva-
nah or elsewhere present,” and sent “ffrom Lin in New Eng-
land this 12th of June, 1688.” The letter urges him to return
to Lynn, as his parents are getting old, and much desire his
presence. And they want him to make up his mind never to
leave the place again; the father agreeing, for his encourage-
ment, to give him half of his place. In 1678 Mr. Richards made
oath that he haq lived here forty-five years. The inventory
of his estate, taken about a month after his decease, by William
Bassett, jr. and Samuel Johnson, gives an amount of £180 1s.]

DANIEL SALMON, born in 1610 — was a soldier in the Pequot
war, in 1636. [He labored at the Iron Works, soon after their
establishment.] He had a son Daniel, born 2 May, 1665.

JouN SMmirH — was a farmer, and was admitted a freeman in
1633. ‘He removed to Reading.

SAMUEL SMITH — was a farmer, and lived at Swampscot. His
descendants remain.

JonN TaYLOR — came from Haverhill, in England. His wife
and children died on the passage. He was admitted a freeman,
19 Oct. 1630, and lived on the western side of Saugus river.

Epwarp TomLINs, (Capt.)—was a carpenter, and was admitted
a freeman in 1631. He was six times chosen representative.
In 1633, he built the first mill in Lynn, at the mouth of Straw-
berry Brook, which flows from the Flax Pond, where Chase’s
‘mill now stands — [that is, at the point where Summer street
now crosses the stream.] At one of the courts he agreed to
repair Mistick bridge for £22. In 1638 he was a member of the
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Ancient Artillery Company. In 1640 he went to Long Island,
but returned to Lynn, and was appointed clerk of the writs, in
1643. His son Edward came over in 1635, at the age of 30;
but returned to Liondon in 1644, and in 1679 was at Dublin.

[The statement that the first mill in Lynn wasg at the mouth
of Strawberry Brook, is a mistake; and Mr. Lewis was satisfied
of it when the facts were laid before him. The first mill was
on that brook, a few rods west of where Franklin street opens
into Boston street. Some years ago there was a case in one
of our courts, wherein the question of the location of the first
mill in Lynn became of some importance. An examination of
ancient documents and records established the fact as above
stated. Astute counsel objected to any testimony from Mr.
Lewis tending to show that it was located in any place but that
stated in his book, on the ground that it would be a contra-
diction of himself. After some wrangling, however, it was
admitted, for the rules regarding the admission of evidence are
not quite so bad as to deny one the privilege of correcting an
undoubted error. The mill which he refers to as the first, was,
without doubt, the third in Lynn, the second having been built
near the Flax Pond and afterward removed to Water Hill. And
this seems to have been the first manifestation of that propen-
sity to move buildings which has characterised our people to
this day. Every season we find our ways obstructed and trees
dismembered by migratory edifices, For something further
about the old mills, see under dates 1654 and 1655.]

Tmmoray Tomring, brother of Edward — was a farmer, and
was admitted a freeman, 1633. He was representative in thir-
teen sessions of the General Court. In 1640; he went with
those who began a settlement at Southampton, on Long Island,
but returned. A pine forest in the northern part of Lynn is
well known by the name of Tomlins’s Swamp. He was one of
the ‘first proprietors of Cambridge, but did not reside there.

NargaNIEL TURNER, (Capt.)—lived in Nahant street, and
owned the whole of Sagamore Hill. He applied to be admitted
a freeman,i 19 Oct. 1630, but did not take the oath until 3 July,
1632. He was representative in the first seven sessions of the
General Court, and a memher of the first County Court at Salem,
in 1636. In 1633, he was appointed captain of the militia, and
in 1636 and 7 had a command in several expeditions against
the Pequot Indians. In 1637 his house was burnt. In 1638,
he became a member of the Ancient Artillery Company; and
the same year sold his land on Sagamore Hill to Mr. Edward
Holyoke, and removed, with others, to Quilipeake, where a new
settlement was begun, and called New Iaven. His name is
preserved in Turner’s Falls. In 1639 he was one of the seven
members of the first church at New Haven. In 1640 he pur-
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chased for the town, of Ponus, the Indian Sagamore, the tract
of land which is now the town of Stamford, for which he paid
in “coats, shoes, hatchets, &c.” His active and useful life was
soon after termipated in a melancholy manner. In January,
1647, he sailed for England, with Capt. Lamberton, in a vessel
which was never heard of more. -Governor Winthrop informs
us that in June, 1648, the apparition of a ship was seen under
full sail, moving up the harbor of New Haven, a little before
sunset, in a pleasant afternoon, and that as it approached the
shore, it slowly vanished. This was thought to have a refer-
ence to the fate of Capt. Lamberton’s ship. The following epi-
taph was written to the memory of Capt. Turner.

Deep in Atlantic cave his body sleeps,

‘While the dark sea its ceaseless motion keeps,

While phantom ships are wrecked along the shore,

To warn his friends that he will come no more!

But He who governs all with impulse free, .

Can bring from Bashan and the deepest sea,

And when He calls our Turner must return,

Though now his ashes fill no sacred urn.

[In 1639, Capt. Turner, in connection with Rev. Mr. Daven-
port and four others; at New Haven, was appointed to *have
the disposing of all house lotts, yet undisposed of about this
towne, to such persons as they shall judge meete for the good
of the plantation; and thatt none come to dwell as planters here
without their consent and allowance, whether they come in by
purchase or otherwise.” In 1640, Capt. Turner, as agent for
New Haven, made a large purchase of lands on both sides of the
Delaware river —sufficient for a number of plantations. The
purchase was made chiefly with a view to trade, though the
establishment of Puritan churches was an object. Trading
houses were erected, and nearly fifty families sent out. In all
fundamental matters the Delaware colonies were to be under
the jurisdiction of New Haven. In the same year he made the
purchase of the Indian territory of Rippowams— Stamford —
as noted by Mr. Lewis, partly of Ponus and partly of Wascussue,
another chief. He gave for the whole, “twelve coats, twelve
hoes, twelve hatchets, twelve knives, two kettles; and four
fathom of white wampum.” In a sale to the people of Wethers-
field, a while after, the tract was valued at thirty pounds ster-
ling.

[In a list, made in 1643, giving the names of a hundred and
twenty-two New Haven planters, with the number of their fam-
ilies —including only parents and children —and the value of
their estates, the family of Capt. Turner is put down at seven,
and his estate at £800, the latter being as high as any on the
list, with the exception of ten.

[But the land speculations of New Haven do not seem to

9
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have turned out in any degree profitable. The Delaware trade
was not successful; and the Dutch were troublesome at Stam-
ford. And she seems literally to have struck a vein of ill-fortune, .
in which she was destined to struggle for some time. It was
under a desperate effort to retrieve her fortunes, that the planters
sent to Rhode Island and had a ship of a hundred and fifty tons
built, hoping to open a profitable foreign trade. By joining
their means, the planters were able to freight her in a satisfac-
tory manner. Capt. Turner, with five others of the principal
men embarked, and she sailed from New IHaven in January,
1647. Nothing was ever heard either of the vessel or any on
board, unless the apparition which appeared in the harbor, the
next June, immediately after a great thunder storm— the re-
nowned phantom ship — be regarded as tidings.- Capt. Turner,
had kept alive his friendship for the people of Lynn, and while
“ New Haven’s heart was sad,” there were many here to mourn
his fate.]

THoMAS TALMADGE — was a farmer, and was admitted a free-
man in 1634. He had a son Thomas. :

RicHARD WALKER, (Capt.) — was a farmer, and resided on the
west of Saugus river. He was born in 1593, and was admitted
a freeman in 1634. He was buried 16 May, 1687, aged 95. He
had two sons; Richard, born 1611, who came over in 1635,
removed to Reading, and was several times chosen representa-
tive ; and Samuel, who also removed to Reading. He likewise
had two daughters; Tabitha, who married Daniel King, March
11, 1662; and Elizabeth, who married Ralph King, March 2,
1663.

JorN WHITE — was a farmer, and was admitted a freeman in
1633. [He removed to Southampton, L. I.; there he became a
man of property and reared a large family. He died in 1662.]

Bray WiILkINS — was a farmer, and lived on the western
side of the Flax Pond. He was admitted a freeman in 1634,
and removed to Danvers. [He was an inhabitant of Dorchester
in 1641, and was then, or had been, keeper of Neponset ferry;
was back again in 1664, a farmer, and tenant on Gov. Belling-
ham’s farm, when his house was burned. He died 1 Jan. 1702,
aged 91.]

TuoMmas WILLIS — was a farmer, and the first resident on
the hill on which the alms-house is situated. The land on the
south was. called Willis’s Neck, and that on the north, Willis’s
Meadow. He was a répresentative in the first General Court
in 1634, and a member of the Essex Court, in 1639. He became
one of the first proprietors of Sandwich, in 1637, but did not
remove at that time.

Wirniam WirTeER — was a farmer and resided at Swampscot.
He ‘says, in a deposition in Salem Court files, 15 and 27 April,
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1657, “Blacke will, or duke william, so called, came to my
house, (which was two or three miles from Nahant,) when Tho-
mas Dexter had bought Nahant for a suit of clothes; the said
Black will Asked me what I would give him for the Land my
house stood vppon, it being his land, and his ffather’s wigwam
stood their abouts, James Sagomore and John, and the Sago-
more of Agawame, and diuers more, And George Sagomore,
being a youth was present, all of them acknowlidginge Black
will to be the Right owner of the Land my house stood on, and
Sagomore Hill and Nahant was all his;” and adds that he
“bought Nahant and Sagomer Hill and Swamscoate of Black
William for two pestle stones.,” He died in 1659, aged T5 years.
The name of his wife was Annis, and his children were Josiah, -
and Hannah, who married Robert Burdin. By his will, 6 Aug.-
1657, he gives his wife Annis half his estate, and Josiah the
other half; and says, “ Hannah shall have a yew and lamb this
time twelf mounth.” [This was the William Witter who sorely
offended the authorities by entertaining Obadiah Holmes, John
Crandall, and John Clarke, when they traveled hither from
Rhode Island, and who was talled to account for his opinions
against infant baptism. “It came to pass,” says Clarke’s narra-
tive “that we three by the good hand of our God, came into
the Mathatusets Bay upon the 16 day of the 5th Moneth 51;
and upon the 19th of the same, upon occasion of businesse, we
came into a Town in the same Bay called Lin, where we lodged
at a Blind-man’s house neer two miles out of the Town, by name
William Witter, who being baptized into Christ waits, as we
“also doe, for the kingdom of God and the full consolation of the
Israel of God.” TFor something further eoncerning the visit
of these notable travelers see under date 1651.]

Ricuarp WriGHT, (Capt.) — was selected in 1632, to confer
with the Governor about raising a public fund. He was admit-
ted a freeman in 1634. He removed to Boston, where, in 1636,
he contributed 6s. 8d. “towards the maintenance of a free
schoolmaster.” (Boston Records.)

The great body of fifty persons, with their families, who came
to Lynn this year, settled in all parts of the town, selecting the
most eligible portions, and each occupying from ten to two hun-
dred acres, and some more. They were principally farmers,and
possessed a large stock of horned cattle, sheep and goats. For
several years, before the land was divided, and the fields fenced,
the cattle were fed in one drove, and guarded by a man, who,
from his employment, was called a hayward. The sheep, goats,
and swine were kept on Nahant, where they were tended by a
shepherd. Nahant seems to have been sold several times, to
different individuals, by “ Black William,” who also gave it to
the plantation for a sheep pasture. A fence of rails. put near
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together, was made across the beach,near Nahant, to keep out
the wolves, as those animals do not climb. When the people
were about building this fence, Captain Turner said, “ Let us
make haste, lest the country should take it from us.” (Deposi-
tion in Salem Court Records, 22 April, 1657.) The people of
Lynn, for many years, appear to have lived in the most perfect
democracy. They had town meetings every three months, for
the regulation of their public affairs. They cut their wood in
common, and drew lots for the grass in the meadows and
marshes. These proved very serviceable to the farmers, by
furnishing them with sustengnce for their cattle; which was
probably the reason why there were more farmers at Lynn,
than in any other of the early settlements. Mr. Johnson says,
“The chiefest corn they planted, before they had plowes, was
Indian grain—and let no man make a jest of Pumpkins, for
with this food the Lord was pleased to feed his people to their
good content, till Corne and Cattell were increased.” Their
corn at the first, was pounded, after the manner of the Indians,
with a pestle of wood or stone, in a mortar made either of stone,
or a log hollowed out at one end. They also cultivated large
fields of barley and wheat. Much of the former was made into
malt for beer. They raised considerable quantities of flax,
which was rotted in one of the ponds, thence called the Flax
Pond. Their first houses were rude structures, covered with
thatch, or small bundles of sedge or straw, laid one over another.
A common form of the early cottages, was eighteen feet square,
and seven feet post, with the roof steep enough to form a sleep-
ing chamber. The better houses were built with two stories in
front, and sloped down to one in the rear; the upper story
projecting about a foot, with very sharp gables. The frames
were of heavy oak timber, showing the beams inside. Burnt
clam shells were used for lime, and the walls were whitewashed.
The fire-places were made of rough stones, and the chimneys
of boards, or short sticks, crossing each other, and plastered
inside with clay. The windows were small, opening outward
on hinges. They consisted of very small diamond panes, set in
sashes of lead. The fire-places were large enough to admit a
four-foot log, and the children might sit in the corners and look
up at the stars. People commonly burned about twenty cords
of wood in a year, and the mjnisters were allowed thirty cords.
On whichever side of the road the houses were placed, they
uniformly faced the south, that the‘sun at noon might *shine
square.” Thus each house formed a domestic sun-dial, by which
the good matron, in the absence of the clock, could tell, in fair
weather, when to call her husband and sons from the field; for
the industrious people of Lynn, then as well as now, always
dined exactly at twelve. [In this description of the ancient
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houses Mr. Lewis has to some extent mixed the styles of differ-
ent periods. On page 114 there is a brief description of a novel
style of habitation which prevailed in New England at the time
of the early settlements.] It was the custom of the first settlers
to wear long beards, and Governor Winthrop says, “Some had
their overgrown beards so frozen together, that they could not
get their strong water bottells to their mouths.” In very hot
weather, says Wood “servants were priviledged to rest from
their labors, from ten of the clocke till two.” The common
address of men and women was Goodman and Goodwife; none
but those who sustained some office of dignity, or were descend-
ed from some respectable family, were complimented with the
title of Master. [Was not the distinction, at first, based solely
upon admission to the rights of freeman, or member of the
Company? But see further remarks on the point elsewhere in
this volume.] In writing they seldom used a capital F'; and
thus in the early records we find two small ones used instead;
and one m, with a dash over it, stood for two. [And so of some
other letters. The act naming the town, passed in 1637, stands
thus: “Saugust is called L1¥.”] The following ballad, written
about this time, exhibits some of the peculiar customs and modes
of thinking among the early settlers:

The place where we live is a wilderness wood,

‘Where grass is much wanting that ’s fruitful and good ;
Qur mountains and hills, and our valleys below,

Being commonly covered with jce and with snow.

And when the northwest wind with violence blows,
Then every man pulls his cap over his nose;

But if any is hardy, and will it withstand,

He forfeits a finger, a foot, or a hand.

And when the spring opens, we then take the hoe,
And make the ground ready to plant and to sow;
Our corn being planted, and seed being sown,
The worms destroy much before it is grown —

And while it is growing, some spoil there is made
By birds and by squirrels, that pluck up the blade;
And when it is come to full corn in the ear,

It is often destroyed by racoon and by deer.

And now our old garments begin to grow thin,
And wool is much wanted to card and to spin;

If we can get a garment to cover without,

Our other in garments are clout [patch] upon clout.

Our clothes we brought with us are apt to be torn,
They need to be clouted soon after they ’re worn;
But clouting our garments they hinder us nothing,
Clouts double are warmer than single whole clothing.

L
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If fresh meat be wanting to fill up our dish,

We have carrots and pumpkins, and turnips and fish;
And if there ’s a mind for a delicate dish,

‘We haste to the clam banks and take what we wish.

Stead of pottage and puddings and custards and pies,
Our turnips and parsnips are common supplies;

‘We have pumpkins at morning, and pumpkins at noon,
If it was not for pumpkins we should be undone.

If barley be wanting to make into malt,

‘We. must then be contented and think it no fault;
For - we can make liquor to sweeten our lips,

Of pumpkins and parsnips and walnut tree chips.

Now while some are going let others be coming,
For while liquor ’s boiling it must have a scumming ;
But I will not blame them, for birds of a feather,

By seeking their fellows, are flocking together.

Then you whom the Lord intends hither to bring,
Forsake not the honey for fear of the sting;

But bring both a quiet and contented mind,

And all needful blessings you surely shall find.

The General Court, for the first four years, consisted of the
Governor, Deputy Governor, twelve Assistants, or magistrates,
and all who had obtained the privileges of freemen. Instead,
therefore, of sending representatives, the whole number of free-
men attended the Court in person. An order was made, that
no persons should be admitted to the privileges of freemen, but
such as were members of some church, and had certificates from
their ministers that their opinions were approved. This policy
continued, till it was abrogated by an order from king Charles
IL., in 1662.

Lynn was incorporated in 1630, by the admission of its free-
men as members of the General Court. There were no acts
of incorporation for several of the early towns. Boston, Salem,
and Charlestown, were no otherwise incorporated, than by their
freemen taking their seats in the General Court. They never
paused to inquire if they were incorporated; the very act of
their being there was an incorporation. The freemen of Lynn
were an important and respectable portion of the General Court,
and Lynn was as much incorporated in 1630 as Boston was.
The injustice which has been done to Lynn, by placing her
incorporation seven years too late, should be corrected.

The following order was passed by the General Court, for
regulating the prices of labor. ¢Itis ordered, that no master
carpenter, mason, joiner, or bricklayer, shall take above 16d. a
Day for their work, if they have meate and Drinke; and the
second sort not above 12d. a Day, under payne of Xs. both to
giver and receiver.” This order probably occasioned some
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dissatisfaction, as the Court, some months after, determined
that wages should be left unlimited, “ as men shall reasonably
agree.”

[The evil effects of strong drink were felt in the very infancy
of the plantations. * As early as this year the Court found it
expedient to pass the following summary order, which looks
like a sort of special liquor law: “It is ordered, that all Rich:
Cloughes stronge water shall presently be seazed vpon, for his
selling greate quantytie thereof to seual mens servts which was
the ocacon of much disorder, drunkenes & misdemean.” A
number of years subsequent to this, however, Rev. Mr. Firmin,
rector at Shalford, who had been in several of the New England
settlements and had practised physic at Boston, declared in a
sermon before Parliament and the Westminster Assembly, that
he had been seven years among the planters, and had “never
heard one profane oath,” and in “all that time never did see a
a man drunk.” These declarations have been quoted as those
of Hugh Peters, but incorrectly. The seven years alluded to
probably terminated in 1643. As Savage remarks, the decla-
rations are better proof of the keeping of good company than
of searching for examples. The frequent enactments regard-
ing the sale of “stronge water,” and the numerous instances
of punishment awarded for drunkenness tell a very different
story.]

The Indians, having become acquainted with the use of guns,
and having seen their superiority over bows and arrows, would
give almost any amount in land, beaver skins, or wampum, for
them. This caused an apprehension of danger, and on the 28th
of Sept. the Court ordered, that “noe person whatsoever shall,
either directly or indirectly, imploy or cause to be employed,
or to their power permit any Indian, to vse any peece vpon any
occasion or pretence whatsoever, under pain of Xs. ffyne for
the first offence, and for the 2 offence to be ffyned and impris-
oned at the discretion of the Court.”

A company of militia was organized, of which Richard Wright
was captain, Daniel Howe lieutenant, and Richard Walker en-
sign. The officers were not chosen by the people, but appointed
by the Governor. The company possessed two iron cannon,
called “sakers, or great guns.”

There is a story that two of the early settlers went to Nahant
for fowl, and separated. One of them killed a seal on Pond
Beach, and leaving him, went after some birds. When he re-
turned, he found a bear feeding on the seal. He fired at him a
charge of shot, which caused him to fall, and then beat him with
his six foot gun till it broke. The bear then stood up, wounded
the man and tore his clothes; but the man, extricating himself]
ran into the pond, where he remained until his companion came
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and relieved him. They then returned to the town and informed
the people, who went down in the evening and made a fire on
the beach, which they kept burning through the night, to pre-
vent the bear from coming off. In the morning they went to
Nahant and killed him.

Much mischief was occasioned among the cattle, for many
years, by the wolves, which, Wood says, used to travel in com-
panies of “ten or twelve.” On the 13th of Sept., says Win-
throp, “the wolves killed some swine at Saugus.” On the 9th
of Nov., the Court ordered, that if any one killed a wolf, he
should have one penny for each cow and horse, and one farthing
for each sheep and swine in the plantation. Many pits were
dug in the woods to entrap them, and some of them are yet to
be seen. It is said that a woman, as she was rambling in the
woods for berries, fell into one of these pits, from which she
was unable to extricate herself. In the evening, a wolf made
her a very unceremonious visit, dropping down at her side,
through the bushes with which the pit was covered. Finding
himself entrapped, and being as much afraid of the woman as
she was of him, he retired to the opposite corner of the pit;
and thus they remained through the night, ogling each other
with any looks but those of an enamored couple. The next day
the friends of the woman arrived at the pit, from which they
took her without injury, and prevented any future visit from
her rude and unwelcome intruder. [Wood remarks that a black
calf was considered worth more than a red one, because the
red, bearing greater resemblance to a deer, was more likely to
become the victim of wolves.]

1631.

In the early part of this year, provisions were very scarce,
and many persons depended for subsistence upon clams, ground-
nuts, and acorns. Wheat was sold for fourteen shillings, ($3.11)
a bushel; and Indian corn, brought from Virginia, for eleven
shillings ($2.44). The price of cattle, for several years, contin-
ued very high. A good cow was valued at twenty-five pounds,
($111.11,) and a yoke of oxen at forty pounds ($177.77).

On the third of February, the Court laid a tax of sixty pounds,
to make a palisade or defense about Newtown, now Cambridge.
The proportion of Saugus and Marble Harbour, or Lynn and
Marblehead, was six pounds,.

On the 18th of February, a vessel owned by Mr. John Glover,
of Dorchester, was wrecked on Nahant rocks; but the crew
were all saved.

The Court, on the first of March, ordered, ¢ That if any per-
son, within the Lymitts of this Patent, doe trade, trucke, or sell
any money, either silver or golde, to any Indian, or any man
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that knowe of any that shall soe doe, and conceal the same,
shall forfeit twenty for one. Further it is-ordered, that what-
ever person hath received an Indian into their ffamilie as a
servant, shall discharge themselves of them by the 1th of May
next, and that noe person shall hereafter entertain any Indian
for a servant without licence from the Court.”

Wonohaquaham and Montowampate, the sagamores of Wini-
simet and Lynn, having been defrauded of twenty beaver skins,
by a man in England, named Watts, went to Governor Winthrop,
on 26 March, to solicit his assistance in recovering their value.
The Governor entertained them kindly, and gave them a letter
of introduction to Emanuel Downing, Esq., an eminent lawyer
in London. Tradition says, that Montowampate went to Eng-
land, where he was treated with much respect as an Indian king
but, dlsllkmg the English delicacies, he hastened back to Sau-
gus, to the enjoyment of his clams and succatash.

At this time, there was no bridge across Saugus river, and
people who traveled to Boston were compelled to pass through
the woods in the northern part of the town, and ford the stream
by the Iron Works, which were near the site of the present
woolen factories, in Saugus Centre. The following extract from
a letter written by Mr. John Endicott, of Salem, to Gov. Win-
throp, on the 12th of April; illustrates this custom. Mr. Endicott
had just been married. He says: “ Right Worshipful, T did
hope to have been with you in person at the Court, and to that
end I put to sea yesterday, and was drivén back again, the wind
being stiff against us; and there being no canoe or boat at Sau-
gus, I must have been constrained to go to Mistic, and thence
about to Charlestown; which at this time I durst not be so bold,
my body being at present in an ill condition to take cold, and
therefore I pray you to pardon me.”

A quarrel had arisen, a short time previous, between Mr. En-
dicott and Thomas Dexter, in which the Salem magistrate so
far forgot his dignity as to strike Mr. Dexter, who complained
to the Court at Boston. It was on this occasion that Mr. Endi-
cott wrote the letter from which the preceding extract is made.
He thus continues: “I desired the rather to have been at Court,
because I hear I am much complained of by Goodman Dexter
for striking him; understanding since it is not lawful for a jus.
tice of peace to strike. But if you had seen the manner of his
carriage, with such daring of me, with his arms akimbo, it would
have provoked a very patient man. He hath given out, if T had
a purse he would make me empty it, and if he cannot have jus-
tice here, he will do wonders in DnOIand and jif he cannot
prevail there, he will try it out with me here at blows. If it
were lawful for me to try it at blows, and he a fit man for me
to deal with, you should not hear me complain.” The jury, to

L*
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whom the case was referred, gave their verdict for Mr. Dexter,
on the third of May, and gave damages ten pounds, ($44.44).
[An error was made in copying from the record, which stands
thus: “The jury findes for the plainfiffe and cesses for dam-
ages x1s.”” ($8.88). Itis evident that the second numeral and s,
were mistaken for a pound mark, thus increasing the 40s. to 107.]
Besides the ‘evidence of the blow, Mr. Endicott manifests some-
what of an irascible disposition in his letter; and Mr. Dexter
was not a man to stand for nice points of etiquette on occasions
of irritability. Some years afterward, having been insulted by
Samuel Hutchinson, he met him one day on the road, and jump-
ing from his horse, he bestowed “about twenty blows on his
‘head and shoulders,” to the no small danger and deray of his
‘senses, as well as sensibilities.

April 12, “It is ordered that every Captaine shall traine his
companie on saterday in every weeke.”

May 18. “It is, ordered that no person shall kill any wild
swine, without a-general agreement at some court.”

July 5. A tax of thirty pounds was laid for the purpose of
opening a canal from Charles river to Cambridge. The requisi-
tion on Lynn was for one pound.

Masconomo, the sagamore of Agawam, or Ipswich, having
committed some offence against the eastern Indians, the Court,
on the fifth of July, passed an order, forbidding him to enter
any Englishman’s house within one year, under a penalty of ten
beaver skins. The Taratines, also, undertook to avenge their
own wrong. On the eighth of August, about one hundred of
them landed from their canoes, at Ipswich, in the night, and
killed seven of Masconomo’s men, and wounded several more,
some of whom died. They also wounded Wonohaquaham and
Montowampate, who were ona visit to that place; and carried
away Wenuchus, the wife of Montowampate, a captive. She
was detained by them about two months, and was restored on
the intercession of Mr. Abraham Shurd of Pemaquid, who traded
with the Indians. She returned on the 17th of September.
For her release, the Taratines demanded a quantity of wampum
and beaver skins. ‘

The people of Lynn were soon after alarmed by a report that

" the Taratines intended an attack on them, and appointed men
each night to keep a watch. Once, about midnight, Ensign
Richard Walker, who was on the guard, heard the bushes break
near him, and felt an arrow pass through his coat and “buff
waistcoat.” As the night was dark he could see no one, but he
discharged his gun, which, being heavily loaded, split in pieces.
He then called the guard, and returned to the place, when he
had another arrow shot through his clothes. Deeming it impru-
dent to proceed in the dark against a concealed enemy, he
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desisted from further search till morning. The people then
assembled, and discharged their cannon into the woods; after
which, the Indians gave them no further molestation.

Governor Winthrop, who passed through Lynn, 28 Oct., puts
down in his journal, “ A plentiful crop.”
"~ Thus have we seen the town, which three years before was
a wilderness of Indians, now occupied by cottages of white men,
living in harmony with the natives; clearing the forest, and
cultivating the soil, and by the blessing of Providence, reaping
a rich reward for their labors. The Indians had received them
with kindness, and given them liberty to settle where they
pleased; but some years after, they made an agreement with
the natives for the land. The deed has shared the fate of the
lost records; but one of the town treasurers told me that he
had the deed in his posséssion about the year 1800, and that
the compensation was sixteen pounds ten thlhngs—about
seventy-three dollars. The people of Salem paid twenty pounds
for the deed of their town. [The Indian deed of Lynn here
referred to is no doubt the one which is copied on page 51,
et seq., with introductory remarks.]

1632.

Tor the first three years, the people of Lynn had no minister,
but some of them attended church at Salem, and others had
meetings for prayer and exhortation. The Rev. STEPHEN BAcH-
ILER, with his family, arrived at Boston on Thursday, 5 June,
after a tedious passage of eighty-eight days. He came in the
ship William and Francis, Capt. Thomas, which sailed from Lon-
don, 9 March.. He immediately came to Lynn, where his daugh-
ter Theodate, wife of Christopher Hussey resided. He was
- seventy-one years of age. In his company were six persons
who had belonged to a church with him in England ; and of these
he constituted a church at Lynn, to which he admitted such as
“desired to become members, and commenced the exercise of his
public ministrations on Sunday, 8 June, without installation.
He baptized four children, born before his arrival ; two of whom,
Thomas Newhall and Stephen Hussey, were born the same
week. Thomas, being the first white child born in Lynn, was
first presented ; but Mr. Bachiler puthim aside, saying, “I will
baptize my own child first” —meaning his daughter’s child.

The church at Lynn was the fifth in Massachusetts. The first
was gathered at Salem, 6 Aug., 1629; the second at Dorchester,
in June, 1630 ; the third at Charlestown 30 July, 1630, and re-
moved to Bo%on the fourth at Watertown on the same day ;
and the fifth at Lynn, 8 June, 1632. The first meeting-house
was a small plain building, without bell or cupola, and stood
on the northeastern corner of Shepard and Summer streets.
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It was placed in a small hollow, that it might be better sheltered
from the winds, and was partly sunk into the earth, being en-
tered by descending several steps.

In the General Court, 9 May, “ A proposition was made by
the people that every company of trained men might choose,
their own captain and officers ; but the Goverhor, giving them
reasons to the contrary, they were satisfied without it.”

On the 14th of June, as Capt. Richard Wright was returning
from the eastward, in a vessel, with about eight hundred dollars’
worth of goods on board, one 'of the crew, when off Portsmouth,
proceeded to light his pipe; but was requested to desist, as
there was a barrel of powder on board. He replied that he
should “take one pipe if the devil carried him away.” The
boat and the man, says Winthrop, were presently blown to
pieces; but the rest of the crew, though some of them were
drunk and asleep, escaped.

Governor Winthrop, in his journal, 14 Aug. remarks: “This
week they had, in barley and oats, at Sagus, about twenty acres
good corn, and sown with the plough.”

On the 4th of September, Richard Hopkins, of Watertown,
was arraigned for selling a gun and pistol, with powder and
shot, to Montowampate, the Lynn sagamore. The sentence of
the Court was that he should “be severely whippt, and branded
with a hot iron on one of his cheekes.” One of the Saugus
Indians gave the information, on promise of concealment, for his
discovery would have exposed him to the resentment of his tribe.

Capt. Nathaniel Turner was chosen, by the General Court,
“ constable of Saugus for this year, and till a new be chosen.”

[The Court order that Sarah Morley be “putt as an appren-
tice to M Nathaniel Turner, of Saugus, for the space of nyne
yeares, from this Court, for w* tearme he is to finde her meate,
drinke & clothing.”]

In consequence of a suspicion that the Indians were conspir-
ing the destruction of the whites, the neighboring sagamores
-were called before the Governor on the 14th of September
The readiness with which they appeared, evinced their friendly
disposition,

Mr. Bachiler had been in the performance of his pastoral
duties about four months, when a complaint was made of some
irregularities in his conduct. He was arraigned before the
Court at Boston, on the 3d of October, when the following
order was passed: “ Mr. Bachiler is required to forbeare exer-
cising his giftes as a pastor or teacher publiquely in our Pattent,
unlesse it be to those he brought with him, for his contempt
of authority, and until some scandles be removed.” This was
the commencement of a series of difficulties whioh agitated the
unhappy church for several years.
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October 8. “1Itis ordered, that Saugus plantation shall have
liberty to build a ware upon Saugus Ryver also they have prom-
ised to make and continually to keepe a goode foote bridge,
upon the most convenient place there.” This wear was chiefly
built by Thomas Dexter, for the purpose of taking bass and
alewives, of which many were dried and smoked for shipping.
It crossed the river near the Iron Works. The bridge was only
a rude structure of timber 